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The Administration Building, as the new structure was named, was com-
pleted in September 1936 and included a library in the south end of the first
floor of the building. The remaining space was used for administrative of-
fices, six classrooms, separate gymnasiums for men and women, and a
swimming pool. The library space was a single room with tables and chairs
to seat 60 users, as well as the total holdings of 1,945 volumes shelved
around the wall. The library’s collection was classified according to the
Dewey decimal system and cataloged with printed cards secured from the
Library of Congress.

The library’s capacity in the Administration Building was doubled in 1942 with
the conversion of the men’s locker room to stack space. At a cost of $8,000,
the division created space to house 25,000—-35,000 volumes and to increase
reader capacity from 60 to 114 seats, creating a library consisting of a reading
room, an adjoining stack room and a tiny office. For the first time, a service
desk was constructed. Funding for this project came from the division’s first
appropriation from the commonwealth’s general fund.

In the early 1950s, public opinion favoring a four-year institution for the
Tidewater area grew into a civic crusade, and hopes for the further develop-
ment of the Norfolk Division became more ambitious. Four-year degree
programs continued to be planned and developed, even as it became appar-
ent that a new library and a greatly expanded collection were urgent needs in
order for the Norfolk Division to be accredited as a four-year college. As early
as the 1951 Southern Association regional accreditation of the division as a
junior college, the library facilities and collections were subject to serious crit-
icism by the visiting committee. In correspondence soon after, Lewis Webb
admitted, “...we were criticized for inadequate lighting in the main reading
room. Since our library is used at night they felt that we should have good ar-
tificial illumination, and we have since purchased fluorescent lights for all of
our library reading and research rooms.”

Space for the library in the Administration Building continued to be added in
small increments. In 1952 the library's space in the Administration Building
was described as a two-story facility, with the reading room and stacks on the
first floor and a periodical room, reserve room and listening room located on
the second floor. While this exceeded any earlier space allocations, contem-
porary photos show the space to be a dimly lighted book storage area with
wooden stacks and study tables crowded with readers. In fact, William
Pollard, librarian from 1955 to 1966, tells of walking up and down each aisle

of the wooden stacks at closing time, pulling strings to put out each incan-
descent light bulb in turn. Space formerly used for the college bookshop was
cannibalized in 1956 to provide an annex to the existing library space. With
this annex, additional seating would be acquired, as well as office and stor-
age space for a second full-time librarian, a cataloger.

STAFFING

For the first few years of operation, Frances Beale Saunders, instructor in
English, looked after the library, seeing that books were shelved and
order was maintained, in addition to her teaching responsibilities. In 1936
the library moved from the original Larchmont School building to the
newly constructed Administration Building; as the “librarian,” Ms.
Saunders may possibly have contributed to planning for the facility and
execution of the move.

It was not until the 1937—38 school year that the Norfolk Division had its first
full-time trained librarian, Dorothy Elizabeth Pierce, a 1937 graduate of
Wiliam and Mary with a major in library science. Ms. Pierce, an alumna of
the Norfolk Division, heard about the job by word-of-mouth and pursued it in
person. She reported, in arecent interview, that there was not competition for
the work, that she apparently was the only applicant. She noted that the
salary and the situation in general were not appealing to an experienced li-
brarian. After she spoke with the Dean of the Division, he checked her
performance as a student with several former professors at the division and
hired her at a salary of $750 for the first year. A letter from Dean of the
Division William T. Hodges, to College President John Stewart Bryan sug-
gests the struggle required to secure trained staffing. Hodges begins a
sentence by saying, “When you finally yielded to my importunities for a
Norfolk Division librarian in September, 1937...."

Dorothy Pierce served as librarian from 1937 until 1948. Her work during the
time consisted of ordering and accessioning new books, putting materials on
reserve, checking things in and out, and helping the students, for the most
part. After her first three or four years, two or three student assistants, as well
as a WPA-sponsored book mender, were added to operate the library, and
after the mid-1940s, she had two full-time assistants. Although Pierce never
held academic rank—her title always was Librarian—she was regarded as a
faculty member “right from the start,” she reports. Her catalog listing among
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