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Fig. 22. South section through Trench 37 with brick platform. Drawing by G. Filantropi.

Fig. 23. Photo of brick platform and tile wall facing in
Trench 37, view to West.

result of active use of the room, or possibly refuse from
nearby activities. It can be dated to the second half of the
third century BCE on the basis of ceramic evidence. On the
top of this deposit, eight rectangular bricks were laid
against the east face of wall A in two courses and in a 2x2
arrangement (fig. 22). A second brick feature was then
constructed precisely on top of the first, though we do not
know how much time, if any, intervened. Over the stacked
brick platform two brick fragments were placed upright on
their long sides to create a small enclosed space (fig. 23).
The bricks, perhaps originally whole rather than frag-
mentary, were set directly against the stones of wall A,
since the interior plaster face of the wall had been cut in a
shape that accommodated them. We hypothesize that the
upright bricks may have formed part of a hearth on the
basis of visible traces of limited burning on the bricks, as
well as evidence (albeit limited) of ash and burnt material in
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Fig. 24. West section through Trench 37. Drawing by G. Filantropi.

the surrounding soil’®. The upright bricks could, alternatively, have formed part of the channel for a drain or
other water feature, which needed to be raised above a ground level or prevented from draining water directly
onto the soil. Between the bricks we did not dig into the face of wall A, so it remains to be seen whether the
bricks frame a hole that runs through the wall.

Just north of the stacked brick feature along wall A, the plaster facing of the wall was replaced with a
distinctive treatment that continued up to the corner with wall B. Here, the wall was faced with roof tile
fragments set in mud mortar (figs. 23, 24). It would be understandable if the room’s inhabitants planned to use
that corner for activities that might damage plaster, but they did not replace the plaster facing of wall B in the
same corner. The specific functions of these alterations to the room remain unclear, so activity in this phase
remains enigmatic in nature and duration. Nevertheless, these were the last interventions in this trench prior to
the abandonment observed across the Southeast Building, so we have assigned them to the Phase Three
occupation of the late third century BCE.

18 A hearth of similar form, though constructed from stone fragments rather than bricks, was discovered at the Early Byzantine site
of Kaukana in southeastern Sicily; it too was laid on top of a bench and against a wall, and is dated to the early seventh century
CE, WILSON 2011: 272-274, fig. 11.
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Fig. 25. Aerial photo and plan of tile collapse in Trench 37. Drawing by G. Filantropi.

Phase Four - Abandonment and Destruction (End of the 3rd or beginning of the 2nd century BCE)

As in Trench 36, here too we found evidence for destruction and abandonment in the form of a discrete
deposit of collapsed roof tiles (fig. 25), which covered a fairly thick layer of debris and soil accumulation from
disuse. The order of deposition (tiles over thick accumulation) is the reverse of Trench 36 (accumulation over
tiles), indicating that here the roof remained intact for longer, and that the period of disuse preceded any
destruction rather than following it. In the northern room, the tile collapse contained in its interstices a number
of terracotta figurine fragments (at least 18 fragments belonging to one or more figurines), along with black
gloss ceramic fragments datable to the first half of the third century BCE. Some of this diagnostic material may,
however have come from the layer below the tiles, which contained similar ceramic and terracotta fragments in
a generally good state of preservation. This lower layer was only partially excavated by our team, but based on
the finds in and under the tiles, a roof collapse in or after the second half of the third century seems likely. We
hope that after conservation, a fuller study of the terracotta figurines in particular will allow the present dating to
be further reinforced or refined. This was the last phase of activity attested in the northern room.

In the southern room, a tile collapse was also found, but it contained a good deal more plaster mixed in
with the tiles, and perhaps more significantly it appears to have been partially removed in Phase Five (fig. 25).
It too lay over a fairly thick layer of soil and debris, corresponding to a period of abandonment. Similarities in
soil composition and diagnostic ceramics between this layer and the use layer below it (see Phase Three)
confirms that use and abandonment both fit within our late-third—to—early-second century window. Four knuckle
bones, likely from a pig, were found together at the bottom of this abandonment layer, as were an iron javelin
head and a lead mercantile seal. The deposits we have interpreted as evidence of abandonment in both
northern and southern rooms contain no material that conclusively dates later than the late third century. So, as
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Fig. 27. Bronze rectangular reinforcement plate with
iron rivets (inv. 14-234).

Fig. 26. Photo of red plaster fragment in a deposit associated with abandonment
in Trench 37.

in Trench 36, the abandonment and collapse here are dated to the end of the third or the beginning of the
second century BCE. Numerous fragments of deep red-painted plaster, some up to ca. 20cm long, were also
found in the soil that accumulated both above and below the tile fall, suggesting that the upper parts of some
walls were decorated in this color and were still standing when the roof collapsed (fig. 26). No red plaster was
found still attached to the walls, however.

Phase Five - possible cleanup (2nd century BCE)

As noted above, the tile collapse in the southern room appears to have been disturbed at a later time.
While the tiles were fairly thickly deposited at the north and east edges of the room, there were hardly any tiles
found lying over the area of the stacked brick feature. It is unlikely that this differential distribution of tiles could
have occurred naturally, so our current thinking is that the tile collapse was disturbed and the tiles were in fact
swept out of the way as part of the final phase of activity in the trench. We did not encounter any changes in
soil composition, consistency, inclusions, or color, indicating that the intervention took place relatively soon
after the collapse of the roof. The area may have been cleared of tiles and tile fragments in a search for objects
of some value (e.g. coins, vessels, or perhaps metal implements, if the platform was in fact a hearth). Whoever
cleared the tiles was probably not looking for construction materials however, or else they would likely have
taken the bricks themselves. Nothing links this activity to the Phase Five activity documented in Trench 36
other than the fact that it was a potential cleanup operation.

Observations

After the sequence of events described above, this area of the insula appears to have been largely
abandoned until the present day, though two looters’ pits of indeterminate date constitute sporadic activity here.
In the soil that accumulated over the tile collapse in both the northern and southern rooms a total of four small
rectangular bronze sheets with iron rivets driven through them were found (fig. 27). These are to be interpreted
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as reinforcement plates of some kind, with a
character more functional than decorative.
Another significant find also deserves mention.
In the deposit lying just above the tile collapse
in the northern room, we discovered a silver
diobol of Taras with small perforation in the
flan (fig. 28). While this coin offers little
assistance in establishing the chronology of
the room, it is, nevertheless, noteworthy as the
first of its type to have been found by the
American Excavations at Morgantina®.
The excavation of Trench 37 raised
Fig. 28. Silver coin. Mint of Taras; diobol c. 325-280 BCE (inv. 14-202). more questions than it answered. We were
able to define a northern room, likely the room
at the northwestern corner of the insula, as
well as a room just to the south along the insula’s western edge. The dating and function of these rooms
remains unclear, though they may be provisionally assigned in their original construction to Phase Two of the
Southeast Building. In the southern room, alterations to the interior face of wall A and the features built against
it attest to some reuse of the space, though for what purpose also remains unclear. Both the construction and
use of the space can be dated only generally to the late third or early second century, but further excavation will
likely produce evidence for a refined chronology.

14-202

Trench VI.38

Trench V1.38 was excavated for the purpose of locating the southwest corner of Lot One. It was sited on
the basis of field measurements taken along stenopos W14, by comparison with the visible lot boundary
between the South Baths and the West Demeter Sanctuary on the western side of the stenopos, and with
reference to the results of the 2012 geophysical survey”. Measuring 3m x 2m, the trench was situated so that
the western half extended into stenopos W14 and the eastern half into the interior space of the building.

As mentioned above, the excavations conducted in 1971 had revealed a number of walls and features
east of the South Baths across stenopos W14 in what we believe to be the southwest quadrant of the
Southeast Building. Since the surviving record of these excavations was limited to a single top-plan and cursory
mention in the trench notebooks, Trench 38 was also intended to recover details of the previous excavation lost
to us*. While we were unsuccessful in locating the southwest corner of our lot, excavators did expose a stretch
of the building’s western wall, likely the continuation of wall A in Trench 37, as well as several features
identified by the 1971 excavations (fig. 29). These we were able to photograph and survey, bringing them into
the updated area plans kept by Chief Architect of the American Excavations, Erik Thorkildsen.

After the backfill of the 1971 trench was removed and the extent of previous excavation defined, it was
evident that we had exposed an unexcavated portion of the ancient street. Here, we continued excavation

19 Inv. 14-202. AR, @ 11.79mm, 0.84g, 360°. O/ Helmeted head of Athena, r.; R/ Herakles standing right, strangling the Nemean
Lion. Taras, c. 325 - c. 280 BCE. HN ltaly 976. We would like to thank Gerald Schaus for pointing out that a similarly perforated
silver coin, found in the excavations of the acropolis sanctuary at Stymphalos, has been identified by its excavators as a votive
offering, which was once nailed to a wooden board or wall. For the coin, see SCHAUS 2014: 74, inv. II-51.

20 BELL 2008; 2010: 732. Geophysical survey: BUESS et al. (in preparation).

2 For a plan of the 1971 excavations, see PR XI: 374, ill. 12.
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below the unpaved surfaces of the ancient street
(stenopos W14) in order to recover evidence that
could further clarify the earlier chronology of the
Contrada Agnese. As we had seen in stenopos W13
in 2013, the earliest street surface was formed from
the local bedrock, an unconsolidated limestone which,
when exposed, breaks up into a compact yellow
sandy soil”?. While ceramic evidence (see below)
makes it clear that the inhabitants of the city were
active in this area following the construction of the
street, it is not yet known whether the surface de-
scribed above was delimited as a road by buildings or
if it was an open area. Two distinct soil layers were
deposited over the earliest surface of stenopos W14.
The first layer to accumulate or be deposited over the
street was a hard-packed mixture of yellowish, sandy
soil and clay. Over this, a second, densely-packed,
grey, ashy soil layer accumulated. This uppermost
layer appears to have served as the road surface at a
later phase and contained several superimposed
surfaces with scatters of ceramics, industrial waste,
and bone. Similar hard-packed layers of ashy, grey
soil were described by excavators working farther
north along the stenopos in 2004 and 2005 (fig. 30).
While it is difficult to assign an absolute date to this
second and final phase, the accumulation of debris
over the surface of the road may reflect a lack of
attention to the maintenance of civic infrastructure
frequently encountered in post-211 BCE contexts at
Morgantina.

Among the earliest datable material recovered
from the excavation of the stenopos were several
fragments of South Italian red-figure vessels. In the
soil between the earliest road surface and the surface
that formed above it, excavators recovered a red-figure
sherd attributable to the Underworld Painter (fig. 31)%°.
While closely datable, this ceramic evidence does not
necessarily fix the date when the road was first used.

Fig. 30. North section through Trench 38. Drawing by G. Filantropi.

22 WALTHALL et al. 2014: 10.

Fig. 29. Photo of Trench 38, view to south. The chalkboard rests
on the unexcavated portion of the street.
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23 On the Underworld Painter, see TRENDALL, CAMBITOGLOU 1982: 530-532. We would like to thank Steve Gavel for his attribution

of the fragment.

19

www.fastionline.org/docs/FOLDER-it-2016-364.pdf



Alex Walthall — Randall Souza and Jared Benton e Preliminary Report on the 2014 Field Season of the American Excavations at Morgantina: Contrada

Agnese Project (CAP)

I |||||I||| ||||||I|I I|II|II|| IIIIIIIII |||I|IIII ||I||III| IIII|III| IIIIIIIII IIH‘IIII
METRIC 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 |10

Fig. 31. Fragment of a vessel attributed to the Underworld Painter; ca. 330-310 BCE. (inv. 14-212).

Observations

The results of excavating Trench 38 were two-fold. First, we were able to confirm the location of earlier
trenches and record features in both plan and elevation, tying them into the geospatial databases maintained
by CAP and the AEM. Second, we learned that the southern boundary of Lot One did not, in fact, align with the
lot boundary that is visible just across stenopos W14—just as the ambitus east of the lot was not in alignment
with the ambitus in the insula directly to the north. Future excavation in the area will aim to shed further light on

the southern boundary of Lot One.

Clandestine Activity

Fig. 32. Photo taken after cleaning on 4 July 2014 to document the
clandestine activity in Trench 37 from the night before.

20

On the night of 5 July 2014, un-
known individuals dug several pits in
Trenches 36 and 37. While the majority were
small, shallow holes—made by turning a
shovel to reveal a piece of lead or small
bronze coin buried just beneath the surface—
two larger holes were dug alongside the
inner faces of walls A and C in the northern
room of Trench 37 (fig. 32). The larger of the
two measured no less than 1.35m x 1.10m,
extending on average to a depth 30-45cm
below the elevation of the trench surface and
at one point tunneling well below wall C. The

www.fastionline.org/docs/FOLDER-it-2016-364.pdf



Alex Walthall — Randall Souza and Jared Benton e Preliminary Report on the 2014 Field Season of the American Excavations at Morgantina: Contrada
Agnese Project (CAP)

looters (evidently looking for objects in precious metal) left behind 13 halved bronze coins, which they placed
atop the adjacent wall**.

At the time of writing, we can report that a second round of clandestine looting occurred sometime during
the month of May 2015, prior to the start of the 2015 campaign. We have every reason to believe it was the
same individual/s responsible for the first round of looting, given that their work focused on the exact spot
where the large hole was dug against wall C in 2014. The bold decision to return to the literal scene of the
crime has led us to the unpleasant conclusion that the looters found something of particular value in 2014 and
returned in 2015 to finish the job. While the clandestine activity did not compromise the archaeological results
of 2014, the potential contamination of stratigraphic units will necessarily be dealt with in successive seasons,
where our excavations correspond to areas affected by the looting.

Plateia B

Gity Lot Grid

P Worgantina, C.da Agnese
R _71_‘ State plan of area VI, July 2014
[

Gisnearls Filantropi

Fig. 33. State plan of 2014 CAP excavations.

Conclusion

The 2014 excavations produced valuable results for CAP, revealing several identifiable rooms within
the Southeast Building (fig. 33). The northern part of insula W13/14S preserved a deeper stratigraphy than we
had previously encountered in the Contrada Agnese, and the results from this season are encouraging.

% The halving occurred in antiquity and is a well-documented phenomenon in eastern Sicily. All 13 coins were from the mint of
Hieron Il (r. 269-215 BCE) and of the type O/ Head of Poseidon, I; R/ Ornamental trident. The coins were taken into evidence by
the Carabinieri before it was possible to determine which among the lot were large-flan (MS 1l 367) which were halved small-flan
(MS 11 368).
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Second-century activity is likely attested, and we will continue to seek a broader picture of the area in the
decades and centuries after the sack of the city. At the same time, we have found what may be occupation
deposits original to the earliest construction in the building, and future work will allow us to see deeper into its
history. It is too early to say with any certainty what the original form of the building was, or what purpose(s) it
served, as the limited evidence recovered in these first trenches might be used to support a wide range of
speculations. The pithos embedded in a floor in trench VI.36 may represent domestic storage, commercial
activity, or industrial production--or indeed a combination of the three. The structure in trench VI.37 tentatively
identified as a hearth could indicate that the building was a private house, but it could also have stood in a shop
or a workshop. Results from 2014 thus answered some of our questions, but primarily pointed us toward fruitful
avenues for further exploration. With data from future excavations at our disposal, we will be able to clarify,
substantiate, and extend our picture of the Contrada Agnese in general and the Southeast Building in par-
ticular.
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