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National Graduate Student Appreciation
Week 2013
GSO events

April 1st through the 5th has been set aside by the National Association for Graduate
and Professional Students as a time to acknowledge the contributions and importance of graduate
students in the United States. Graduate education is being increasingly recognized for the role it

Graduate Student Appreciation Event

plays in addressing the many challenges of our society. We take this opportunity to celebrate more

Join us in celebrating Graduate-Professional Student Appreciation Week - drop in for some coffee,
cake, and desserts! Free and open
to all graduate students at ODU.

do as graduate teaching, research, or administrative assistants; the research that you do with faculty,

than 5000 graduate students who are pursuing graduate degrees here at ODU. The work that you
your service as graduate student leaders, along with your input as graduate learners, adds to the
richness of our campus community and significantly contributes to the learning and engagement
missions of our institution.

Thursday, April 4, 2013

To celebrate the National Graduate and Professional Appreciation Week, the Graduate

1:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Student Organization (GSO) is having an open reception for ALL graduate students on Thursday,

James River Room (#1303), Webb
Center

April 4, 2013, from 1:30-4:00 pm in the River Rooms of the Webb Center. There will be light refreshments! I encourage you to stop

2013-2014 Executive Board
Elections

forward to seeing you at the celebration!

Open Positions: President, Vice
President, Secretary, Treasurer,
Public Relations Chair
Thursday, April 18, 2013
11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
James River Room (#1303), Webb
Center
Norfolk Tides Game

Sunday, May 5, 2013
1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. (approximate)
For more information,
visit

GSO’s main website: http://orgs.odu.
edu/gso/index.shtml
ODU OrgSync: http://odu.orgsync.
com/
Facebook: http://www.facebook.
com/pages/Old-DominionUniversity-Graduate-StudentOrganization/340538579297789
Twitter: @ODU_GSO

by to meet and network with other graduate students. Thank you for choosing to pursue your graduate education at ODU. I look
- Dr. Brenda Neumon Lewis, Associate Vice President for Graduate Studies

What is the Graduate Student Organization ?
A message by GSO’s president, Danielle Forest
As you’ve read past issues of this newsletter, you may have wondered, “What is the Graduate Student Organization? What
can membership in this group do for me?”
The Graduate Student Organization ( GSO ) was established several years ago. Today’s GSO is comprised of over 100 students representing each of the six colleges at Old Dominion. Our group focuses on three areas: providing professional development,
advocating for the interests of graduate students, and creating opportunities for socializing and networking. In the past year alone,
GSO members have created a guide to help new students transition to life at ODU, facilitated a CV writing workshop for students of
all majors, advocated for better parking for graduate assistants, and planned several social events.
GSO offers its members the opportunity to become more involved in campus life and to meet new people. Often, graduate
students spend much of their time with their program colleagues, but becoming active in GSO gives you the chance to connect with
people from a broad range of academic and professional backgrounds. This creates opportunities for collaborative, cross-disciplinary
research projects as well as new friendships.
Joining GSO is free, and it’s easy to sign up: visit us on OrgSync, ODU’s new platform for student groups, or view the
instructions at our main website. We’re also on Facebook, LinkedIn, and Twitter, and if you miss a meeting, you can catch up by
visiting our YouTube channel. Further, if you have great ideas that you would like to implement, consider running for a position on
the 2013-2014 executive board. The application is available to all current GSO members on the OrgSync site.
Still have questions about GSO? Write to us at MonarchGSO@gmail.com or connect with us online.

LinkedIn: http://www.linkedin.com/
groups?gid=4431515
YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/
user/MonarchGSO
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Garage D opposite the
main entrance for the day of

Dissertation / Thesis
Support Group
• Can’t seem to get motivated?
• Distracted by other professional and personal demands?
• Having a difficult time collaborating with your committee
members?
• Working on a literature review
that seems never-ending?
Left to right: Outdoor Adventure Program Coordinator Tosha Lucas and Emma Richard

ODU’s Outdoor Adventure Program
The Outdoor Adventure Program (OAP)

Registration: Students must sign-up at the Rock

• Feeling overwhelmed with
data analysis?
Take a break from your work
and join other doctoral stu-

is operated through Old Dominion University’s Rec-

Climbing Wall located in the SRC.

reation and Wellness department. The program offers

(Please note, this program ends in two weeks.)

great opportunities for graduate students to engage

CLIMB GREEN EVENT:

in personal exploration, relaxation and recreation

This program encourages student to come to the

associated with the dissertation

through a variety of activities and trips. From kayaks

climbing wall wearing green in support of Earth Day

process.

and bikes to tents, the Outdoor Adventure Program

and The Access Fund. Participants also receive a green

offers a wide variety of rental equipment to help

treat. The Access Fund is an organization aimed at

students enjoy the outdoors. These programs and

keeping climbing areas open as well as conserving the

activities are also a great way to meet new Monarch

climbing environment.

friends. All rentals are free of charge for registered

Skill Level: All skill levels are welcome!

ODU students. Here are some of the ongoing and

Date and time: Earth Day, Monday, April 22 from

upcoming programs and events:

4pm-11pm

BIKE SHARE PROGRAM:

Registration: No sign up is needed, just come out and

Week Long Rentals!

climb!

The Bike Share Program offers FREE week long bike

Cost: FREE

rentals to students. The bikes come with a U-lock,

* Note: All students who wish to use the climbing wall

basket, and helmet and can be checked out by any

must bring their health insurance information.

student, staff or faculty member of the Student Recre-

For the first time ever, the club is also

dents in gaining support and
debriefing emotional challenges

Spring/Summer, 2013
Semester Support Group
Meetings
Mondays, 3:00 p.m.- 4:30
p.m.
Wednesdays, 10:30 a.m12:00 p.m.
Counseling Services, 1526
Webb Center

ation Center. These bikes are great for getting around

organizing a Winter Break Trip for the fall semester

campus and increasing your day to day physical

of 2013 to Florida Sea Base Out Island Adventure.

activity.

Mandatory Pre-Trip Meetings: Sunday, October 27th

Registration: Bikes are available on a first come, first

at 7pm and December 8th at 7pm in the Sports Club

served basis.

Suite.

BELAY FOR LIFE EVENT:

Skill Level: Beginner

The Recreation and Wellness Department welcomes

Student Fee: $350.00

students to join the The American Cancer Society in

SRC F/S Member Fee: $400.00

an alternative way to help end cancer. Participants

Registration: Opens August 26th

are asked to make a pledge and climb to their goal in

For more information, visit: http://www.odu.edu/life/

For more information about sched-

order to raise awareness about cancer prevention and

sports-and-fitness/programs/outdoor-adventure-pro-

uling a pre-group meeting, contact

to help raise money for the ACS. The pledge of $10

grams

Dr. Frank Kuo via telephone at

includes a Belay for Life T-shirt. All skill levels are

or https://www.facebook.com/ODUOutdoorAdven-

encouraged to participate however possible.

tureProgram.

(757) 683-4401 or e-mail: ckuo@

Dates: Sunday March 17- Thursday April 11 during
normal wall hours.

odu.edu

Financial Aid Opportunities
CONGRESSIONAL FELLOWSHIPS ON
WOMEN & PUBLIC POLICY
FIELDS:

A Graduate
Student Talks
About her ODU
Experience
Q- What are some of the things you
appreciate the most about getting
your graduate education at ODU?
A- My name is Kelly S. Rippard,
and I am a Ph.D. student in the
Curriculum and Instruction concentration in Darden College of
Education. However, I have previously been a graduate student at
ODU for both an M.A. in English
and an M.S. in Secondary Education.
All of my experiences as a graduate
student have been positive as I have
really strengthened my knowledge

The WREI Fellowships are designed to train potential
leaders in public policy formation to examine issues from the
perspective, experiences, and needs of women. Administered
by WREI, a nonprofit, nonpartisan organization located in
Washington, DC, this program is unique— the only fellowship
program on Capitol Hill directly by, for, and about women.

Students who are currently enrolled in a master’s or doctoral
program at an accredited institution in the U.S. or who have
completed such a program within the past 18 months are eligible. WREI strongly recommends that applicants complete at
least nine hours of graduate coursework before applying and
display serious interest in research and policy-making relevant
to women’s social and political status.

TYPES OF GRANTS:

STIPEND:

ELIGIBILITY:

A WREI Fellow receives a stipend of $1,450 per month for
eight months (January— August). An additional sum of $500
is provided for the purchase of health insurance. WREI will
also reimburse up to $1,500 ($750 per semester) for the cost of
three hours tuition at a Fellow’s home institution. Fellows are
responsible for transportation to and from Washington, and
for finding their own living arrangements. Between five and
seven Fellowships will be available, depending on funding.
The five 2014 Fellowships were made possible by grant from
Amgen; Elizabeth, Martha, and Emily Ehrenfeld; and The
Newcomb Institute of Tulane University.

• U.S. citizenship at the time of application. Permanent residents are not eligible.
• B.A. degree or the equivalent conferred before the start of
the grant.
• In the creative and performing arts, four years of professional training and/or experience meets the basic eligibility
requirement.
• Good health. Grantees will be required to submit a satisfactory Medical Certificate from a physician.
• Proficiency in the written and spoken language of the host
country sufficient to communicate with the people and to
carry out the proposed study. This is especially important for
projects in the social sciences and the humanities.

APPLICATION DEADLINE: June 14, 2013

ODU is exciting and unique in that
it offers many opportunities to get

NATIONAL RESEARCH COUNCIL (NRC)

involved with the Hampton Roads

Further, ODU’s enrollment growth
with international, distance, and

ELIGIBILITY:

nities for conferences and travel.

STIPEND:

people I would have never met, making me a more globally-prepared

Thank you for sharing your story
with us Kelly !

-book and research allowances*
-mid-term enrichment activities
-full or partial tuition
-language study programs
-pre-departure and in-country orientation

Science and Engineering

graduate and giving me opportu-

to make connections with groups of

• Round-trip transportation to the host country funding to
cover room, board, and incidental costs, based on the cost of
living in the host country.
• Accident & Sickness Health Benefits.
• In some countries, grants may also include:

FIELDS:

Awards are available for scientists and engineers at all stag
es of their career. Postdoctoral applicants should hold, or
anticipate receiving, a doctorate in science or engineering.
Research opportunities are open to U.S. citizens, permanent
residents, and, for some of the laboratories, foreign nationals.
Prospective applicants should read carefully the details of the
program to which they are applying.

out-of-state students has allowed me

Study/Research
English Teaching Assistantship
Fulbright- mtvU Awards
Fulbright Public Policy Fellowships
Travel Grants

AWARD BENEFITS:

support and encourage me. I think

ent colleges within the University.

May 1, 2013

FULBRIGHT U.S. STUDENT PROGRAM

ty members who have continued to

with students from all of the differ-

APPLICATION DEADLINE:

ELIGIBILITY:

and skills, networked, and met facul-

community and make connections

Research Associates receive annual stipends ranging from
$42,000 to $75,000 for recent graduates and proportionately
higher for Senior Associates. In addition, the NRC provides
health insurance, relocation benefits, and an allowance for
professional travel.

Please review the relevant Country Summary for specific
details.
STIPEND:
Varies based on grant type.
DEADLINE:
Varies based on grant type.

Graduate News is online at odu.edu/ao/gradstudies

ODU graduate student Iva Stoyneva completed and edited this newsletter with help from
Dr. Brenda Neumon Lewis and the staff of the Office of Graduate Studies. You can contact Iva at:
istoynev@odu.edu

Office of Graduate Studies

