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Communicating Flood Risks 

Hampton Roads Sea Level Rise/Flooding Adaptation Forum 
July 24, 2015 



City Flood Information Website 

2 www.portsmouthva.gov/DNA/flood-program.aspx 

Citizens can get a wide range of flood 
material including information about 
flood maps, flood zones, 
preparedness, flood insurance, 
developing in the floodplain, etc. 



Flood Map Viewers 
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• Available for both current 
(effective) flood maps and 
proposed (new) flood maps 

• Linked on the City’s Flood 
Information website 

Available to the public 24 
hours a day - 7 days a week 



Know Your Risk - Postcard Mailed Out 
• Mailed to all properties and all 

property owners in flood zones in the 
city 

•  Also emailed through the City’s email 
network and the Hampton Roads 
Realtors Association and posted on 
the City’s Facebook and Twitter 
accounts 
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Flood Information Pamphlet Mailed Out 
Mailed to all properties and all property owners in flood zones 
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Signage 

•  “Road May Flood” signs were 
installed by the City at a dozen 
locations on roadways known to 
experience recurrent flooding. 
These signs help protect 
motorists traveling in Portsmouth 
from damaging their vehicles by 
driving through flooded areas. 

•  Some residents near where the 
signs are installed have reacted 
negatively to the signs. They 
indicate that they are afraid it will 
affect their property values. 
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Program for Public Information (PPI) 
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1 foot rise 
by 2030 

1.5 foot rise 
by 2050 

Intermediate 

4.5 foot rise 
by 2100 



Get Married 
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Have Baby 
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Questions? 
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