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Cultural variation also does not appear to be an area of character education
discord in this urban community. Based on the respondent dialogue and the review of
literature, this research concludes that the city in which this study takes place, aithough
culturally diverse in population, shares a broad common understanding of the moral
values they feel are needed for society.

Epistemology or the philosophy that deals with knowledge is the area in which
general agreement may not be attainable for public education. Based on the fundamental
democratic ideals on which this society functions, it is the right of each individual to
determine to what degree they practice their moral values as long as they do not infringe
on the rights of others. It is in this area of implementation or actions that general
consensus may not be obtained. In an interview with one of the city’s school
administrators, they confirmed this thought that the difficulty in a values-based
curriculum is not in the identification of broad common values but in the specific
implementation of how they would be taught. After this administrator’s work with the
Phi Delta Kappa 1995 survey, Values on Which We Agree, she suggested that the
controversy surrounding moral values education does not lie in gaining consensual moral
values but in the actual teaching methods regarding "how much" to teach.

It is determined by this study that in this urban community there are broad moral
values on which people can agree . It is also determined by this study that the
educational stakeholders in this community feel that schools do have a role in teaching
these morai values. On a very broad scale, stakeholders feel that public education has the
responsibility to teach and reinforce the knowledge of the democratic values which are
interwoven in the American society.

The implications of the study further suggest that more research is needed in the
area of cultural unification within American education. Is there an American culture?
Can we unite culturally if we can identify broad views? Agreement can be reached on

the identification and labeling of general ideas; however, agreement established on the
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degree of actions still needs investigation. The methodologically implications would
therefore require a more in-depth study of not only what the stakeholders say but their
actions in relation to their words.

Through dialogue with the educational stakeholders of this urban community, it is
the belief of this researcher that there is an American culture. The culture in America is
an integration of multicultural skills, arts, and lifestyles that, originally founded in
Eurocentric ideals and customs has embraced a mulititude of ethnicities and beliefs to
establish a unique cultural blend. This mosaic of people and their lifestyles need to be
unified through a broad understanding exemplified through specific behaviors of what is

right for our society.
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Appendix A

Interview Protocol

Recruitment:

Hello, my name is Suzanne Houff and [ am a doctoral student at ODU. | am
conducting research regarding people's perception of moral values and I wonder if you
and your child would be willing to participate by answering a few questions. This should
only take approximately 30 minutes of your time.

All information is confidential. Your name will not even be recorded. You will

only be identified by the information on this sheet. (Appendix C)

At the time of introduction, [ will provide each person with my business card
(attached) to offer personal validity as well as the information to contact me if they have

further questions or would like the results of the survey.

This survey consists of three parts. In the first part, [ will tell you a moral value
and ask you to give me a definition, example, or similar word. This is followed by seven
questions. Lastly, I will ask you to sort the moral values according to how you see their

importance.

After the respondant has agreed to participate with the study, the demographic
data is completed. This is followed by the interview process.

Interview:
I am going to say a moral value. | would like for you to tell me the definition of
the word or what the word means to you.

Responses are recorded by the researcher on the data recording sheet.
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Can you tell me more? Can you give an example?

Now, { would like for yau to tell me other wards that mean the same thing.

Responses are recorded by the researcher on the data recording sheet.

Continue with:

[ am going to ask you seven questions that relate to your feeling concerning
teaching moral values in the public school. There are no right or wrong answers, I am
interested only in your opinion. [ will be taking notes and therefore may ask you to

elaborate on or repeat an answer.

Interview Questions:

On the actual interview form, ample space will be provided for the interviewer to record
responses.

1. Can you think of any additional morals that | have not included?
At this point, index cards will be available to write any recommended morals.
2. Do you think that public education has a role in teaching these moral values?

3. Are the school currently teaching moral values to the students? If so, what moral
values are the schools teaching?

+4 Do you believe that there are common moral values regardless of ethnicity, and
religion? What are these?

5. Are adolescents acquiring moral values from media? (print and non-print) If so, what
are these values?

6. What moral values are adolescents learning from their peers?

7. What moral values are adolescents learning from the community and home?
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Responses are recorded.
On each of these cards, there is a moral value. [ would like for you to

read each card and sort them inta 2 piles. One pile for moral values that
you feel are important ta teach to adolescents and anather pile of moral
values that you do not feel are impartant to teach to adolescents based on
the definitions you just gave me. If you need a reminder of the definition

you gave me for the word, please ask and I will tell you.

Upon completion, [ will take the "important” pile and give the following
directions:
From this pile of "important" morals, what do you believe are the five most

important? From these five, which moral is the most important? Which is the second

mast important? Third most important? Fourth? Fifth?

Now, for the moral values that you indicated were important to teach
adolescents, please sort these into 2 piles. One pile will be for moral
values that you feel are appropriate to be taught in the schools and one
pile for moral values that you feel are not appropriate to teach in the

public schools.

Each card/moral value will have an identifying number so that I can record to which pile
the respondent placed the card. After sorting is completed and responses are recorded
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Appendix B

List of Moral Values and numerical identifiers

as used for the
card sort and definitions
1. kindness
2. charity, 3. citizenship, 4. civility, 5. compassion, 6. courage
7. ethics,

8. faith, 9. fortitude, 10. freedom

11. honesty, 12. hope, 13. hospitality

14. integrity,

15. justice,

16. knowledge

17. love, 18. loyaity

19. manners

20. objectivity

21. patience, 22, patriotism, 23. perseverance, 24. prudence
25. respect, 26. responsibility

27. self-discipline

28. temperance, 29. tolerance, 30. trustworthiness

Data Recording
Definiti I I |
1. kindness
2. charty
3. citizenship
4. civility

S. compassion

6. courage

7. ethics

8. faith

9. fortitude
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10. freedom

11. honesty

12. hope

13. hospitality

14. integrity

135. justice

16. knowledge

17. love

18. loyalty

19. manners

20. objectivity

21. patience

22. patriotism

23. perseverance

24. prudence

25. respect

26. responsibility

27. self-discipline

28. temperance

29. tolerance

30. trustworthiness
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Important Least Important

Ranking - f :

O
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Appendix C
Demographic
Data
I. Gender 2. Mantal Status 3. Age
Male Single
Female Married
Divorced
Separated
Widowed
4. Racial/Ethnic Background 5. Religious Preference
Asian/Pacific Islander Catholic
Black/African American Jewish
Hispanic Muslim
Middle Eastern Protestant
Native American Other
or Alaskan Native None
White/Non-Hi iIC
Other
6._Education level 7. Classification
Not a high school graduate student
High school graduate teacher
Junior College Graduate parent
Bachelor's Degree community
Master’s Degree
Specialist's Degree
Doctor's Degree

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



10S

Appendix D
Moral Values and qualifying statements/definitions

altruism/kindness - unseifish interest in the welfare of others

charity - love for others

citizenship - the quality of a person's response to membership in a community
civility -courtesy, politeness

compassion - sorrow or pity caused by the suffering or misfortune of another
conrage - strength of mind to carry on in spite of danger or difficulty

ethical - of or relating to what is good and bad and with moral duty and obligation
faith - the quality of being true to one's promises

fortitude - strength of mind that enables a person to meet danger or bear pain or hardship
with courage

freedom - the state of being independent

honesty - the quality or state of being truthful

hope - full of or inclined to trust

hospitality - generous treatment of visitors and guests

integrity - total honesty and sincerity

justice - the quality of being fair

knowledge - understanding or skill gained by experience

love - a quality or feeling of strong or constant affection for and dedication to another
person

loyalty - the quality or state of being faithful

manners - social conduct or rules of conduct as shown in the prevailing customs
objectivity - dealing with facts without letting one's feelings interfere with them
patience - the state of putting up with pains or hardships calmly or without complaint
patriotism - love of one's own country

perseverance - to keep at something in spite of difficuities

prudence - the ability to govern and discipline oneself by the use of reason

respect - to consider worthy of special regard

responsibility - the quality or state of being the one who must answer or account for
something

self-discipline - correction or regulation of oneself for the sake of improvement
temperance - control over one's acts, thoughts, or feelings

tolerance - sympathy for or acceptance of feelings, habits, or beliefs that are different
from one's own

trustworthiness - deserving confidence

Qualifying statements were adapted from:

Merriam-Webster's Intermediate Dictionary (1994) Springfield, Massachusetts:
Merriam-Webster.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



Sheldon Berman
Superintendent

Hudson Public Schools
Hudson, Massachusetts

Diane G. Berreth

Deputy Executive Director
Associatio for Supervision &
Curriculu Development
Alexandria, Virginia

Gary Edwards
Sentor Resarch Fellow
Ethics Resource Center

Washington, D.C.

VanBuren Hansford
Chairman

Hansford Manufacturing Corp.

Rochester, Neew York

Charles C. Haynes
Scholar-in-Residence
Freedom Forum First
Amendment Center
Vandervilt University
Nashville, Tennessee

Thomas Lickona

Professor of Education
Center for the 4th & SthR's
(Respect & Responsibility)
SUNY Cortland

Cortland, New York

Appendix E

Character Education
Partnership

Board of Directors

Mary Lou McCormick
President & CEO
McCormick Corporate
Communications
Alexandria, VA

Sanford N. McDonnell
Chairman Emeritus
McDonneil Douglas Corp.
St. Louis, Missouri

Linda McKay

Coordinator

Personal Respoonsibility
Education Process
Cooperating School Districts
St. Louis, Missouri

Forest Montgomery
Counsel

Office of Public Affairs
National Association of
Evangelicals
Washington, D.C.

Syivia L. Peters

Founder

Whole Village/Whole Nation
Baltimore, Maryland

Thomasina M. Portis
President

Portis & Associates
Washington, D.C.

Sammy J. Quintana
President-Elect
National School Boards
Association

Santa Fe, New Mexico

Kevin Ryan

Director & Professor

Center for the Advancement of
Ethics and Character

School of Education

Boston University
Boston, Massachusetts

Rabbi David Saperstein
Director

Religious Action Center of
Reform Judaism
Washington, D.C.

Eric Schaps

President

Developmental Studies Center
Oakland, California

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

106



107

Character Education Partnership

Norman R Augustine

President and CEQ
Lockheed-Martin Corporation
National President Boy Scouts of
America (1994-1995)

Bethesda, Maryland

Charies W. Bray
President

The Johnson Foundation
Racine, Wisconsin

Zbigniew Brrezkinski
Senior Adviser

Center for Strategic and
International Studies
Washington, D.C.

Barbara Bush
Houston, Texas

Stephen L. Carter
Yale Law School
New Haven, Connecticut

Bruce L. Christensen
Dean

College of Fine Arts and
Communications

Brigham Young University
Porvo, Utah

Jokn L. Clendenin
Chairman and CEO
BellSouth Corporation
Atlanta, Georgia

William H. Danforth
Chairman of the Board
Washington University
St. Louis, Missouri

Amitei Etgoni

Founder

The Communication Network
Washington, D.C.

George H. Gallup, Jr.
Chairman

The George H. Gallup
International Institute

Advisory Council

Robert W. Galvin
Chairman

Executive Committee
Motorola, Inc.
Schaumberg, lllinois

John W. Gardner
Stanford University
Palo Alto, Californis

Earl G. Graves
Chairman & CEO

Black Enterprise Magazine
New York, New York

Robert R. Hermann
Chairman & CEO
Hermann Companies, Inc.
St. Louis. Missouri

William R. Howell
Chairman

J.C. Penny Company
Dallas, Texas

Rev. Jesse L. Jackson

National Rainbow Coalition, Inc.

Washington, D.C.

William S. Kanaga

Former Chairman

U.S. Chamber of Commerce
New York, New York

Ruskworth M. Kidder
President

The Institute for Globat Ethics
Camden, Maine

Polly S. Kosko

Director of Development
South Carolina Education
Television Network
Columbia, South Carolina

Rick R Little

Secretary General & CEO
International Youth Federation
Battle Creek, Michigan

Peter S. Lynch
Vice-Chairman

Fidelity Management &
Research Company
Boston, Massachusetts

Herry C. Mcherson, Jr.
Partner

Vemner Liipfert Bernhard
McPherson & Hand
Washington, D.C.

Richard Mee

President

National Trust for Historic
Preservation

Washington, D.C.

Jere B. Ratcliffe
Chief Scout Executive
Boy Scouts of America

Irving, Texas

Joyce Rumsfeld

Chair

Chicago Foundation for
Education

Chicago, Illinois

Harold T. Skapiro
President

Princeton University
Princeton, New Jersey

Franklin L. Smith
Superintendent

District of Columbia Public
Schools

Washington, D.C.

Forrest L. Turpen

Executive Director

Christian Educators Association
Intemnational

Pasadena, California

William H. Webster
Partner

Milbank, Tweed, Handley &
McCloy

Washington, D.C.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



108

Princeton, New Jersey

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



109

Character Education Partnership

Organizational Members
National Education Associations
American Association of School Administrators
American Federation of Teachers

Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development
National Association of Secondary School Principals
National Education Association

National School Boards Association

Character Education Organizations

Center for Learning
Rocky River, Ohio

Center for the 4th and 5th Rs (Respect and Responsibility)
State University of New York, Cortland, new York

Character Education Institute
San Antonio, Texas

The Close Up Foundation
Alexandria, Virginia

Community of Caring
Washington, D.C.

Ethics Resource Center
Washington, D.C.

The Giraffe Project
Langley, Washington

Jefferson Center for Character Education
Pasadena, California

Josephson Institute of Ethics
Marina del Rey, California

Personal Responsibility Education Process
Cooperating School Districts
St. Louis, Missouri

Quest International
Newark, Ohio

Southern Poverty Law Center (Teaching Tolerance)
Montgomery, Alabama
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VITA
Suzanne G. Houff
Academic Experience
Ph.D. Old Dominion University 1997 Urban Services
Advanced Studies  George Washington University 1991 Administration/Supervision
M.Ed. Virginia Commonweaith Univ 1980 Library Science/Media PK-12
B.S. Longwood Coliege 1976 Elementary Education (4-7)

Pre-Collegiate Teaching
1994-1996 Larkspur Middie School, Virginia Beach City Public Schools

1986-1994 Library Media Specialist, Plaza Middle Schaol , Rosemont Forest
Elementary Schoot , Virginia Beach, Virginia
1985-1986 Library Media Specialist, Mercer County Schools, Princeton, West
Virginia
1984-1985 Library Media Specialist, Petersburg, Virginia
1976-1980 Teacher, Henrico County Schools, Highland Springs, Virginia

Collegiate Teaching
1996-present  Visiting Instructor of Education, Christopher Newport University

Publications

- Virginia English Builetin, Fall, 1996, "LAWS" (Language Arts Workshops for
Students).

- Multicuitural Education, Summer, 1995,"Moving Toward a Multicuitural
Curriculum”.

- Schoot Library Media Activities Monthly, April, 1994,."Preparing a Multicuitural
Library”.

- Kibby, Marsha ed., Houff, Suzanne contributing author,
information |iteracy for grades 6-8. Linworth Publlshlnq. 1994
- Library Talk, March/April, 1993. "Linking Classroom & Library”.

- Schootl Librarian's Workshop, December, 1992. "The Uniqueness of Comelius: An
in-house study guide”.

- School Library Media Activities Monthly, June, 1992, "Celebration of the Earth's
People through Literature”.

- School Library Media Activities Monthly, March, 1992. "Read it with humor”.

- The School Librarian's Workshop, Winter, 1990."Getting Ready for Whole
Language".

- Yirginia PTA bufietin, May, 1991. “A Special PTA".
- School Library Media Activities Monthly, November, 1990."Flexibility is the Key".
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