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the low- and mid-frequency bands which, in turn, may cause problems with
participants' response rate to the test items. In other words, a second important
consideration in studying frontier words, should be related to a careful selec-
tion of test items that reflect the nature of partial word knowledge, while at the
same time will yield sufficiently large data samples to work with. One limita-
tion of the present study was that the data samples the test instrument yielded
were relatively small, which explains the tentativeness of the findings. A third
important methodological consideration is related to the selection of a test for-
mat, which may also influence participants' response rate. In the present study,
a vocabulary knowledge scale was used to probe into participants' partially
known words which, however, did not "force" them to explain every test item
but gave them a choice to respond only to the ones they considered familiar. In
fairness, I should say that such a test format does have certain advantages when
it comes to capturing partial familiarity, but it may also have discouraged some
participants from responding to all words in the test. In this regard, futtire re-
search methodologies should consider using test formats that are encouraging
higher, yet reliable response rate to as many items as possible. Finally, as one of
the reviewers suggested, the issue of frontier words may also be well-served by
a single subject approach, which would allow to establish a sizable set of fron-
tier words for an individual subject and examine which word features are more
susceptible to change over time and which may be more resistant to change.
Thus, more research on frontier words, both quantitatively and longitudinally,
will give us better understanding of how to approach these words empirically,
instructionally, and pedagogically.
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Appendix A. List of the SWs used in the study grouped by LC and fre-
quency of occurrence

Lexical category

Nouns

Verbs

Adjectives

U-value

.0326

.0424

.0588

.0653

.4153

.5556

.5651

.5751

.6393

.6626

.6986

.9539
1.2348
3.0000
9.8213

.1961

.4292

.4498

.5229

.9684

.0326

.0925

.2531
1.0000
4.000

SWs

virtuosity
bursar

crampons
abattoir
parable

inception
edifice
prefect
solstice
penance
cassava
promontory
custodian
bracelet
studio

entrust

unnerve
forgo
instill
concede

amoral
putative
lackadaisical
naïve
toxic
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