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Abstract Introduction
“Asthma is one of the leading causes of school
absenteeism” (Meng, Babey, & Wolstein, 2012).
Currently, there is a lack of research on the
relationship between full-time nurse presence in
schools and absenteeism among school-aged
children with asthma. The purpose of this paper is to
determine the correlation between the amount of

Methods

e Design: nonexperimental quantitative descriptive
correlational study

Purpose

To determine the correlation between the amount of time school-aged
children are absent and the amount of time a school nurse is absent.
Aim

To conduct a non-experimental quantitative descriptive correlational
research study yielding data that indicates a positive correlation
between the absence of nurses and the absence of school-aged
children with asthma.

e Population: school-aged children (5-11) with chronic
asthma

e Sample: 14 out of 28 primary and elementary schools of
the Chesapeake public schools district will be randomly
selected

time school-aged children are absent and the amount
of time a school nurse is absent. A nonexperimental
quantitative descriptive correlational study will be
conducted with 14 randomly selected participating
schools in the Chesapeake public school district.
Each school will receive a questionnaire inquiring
about the number of asthmatic children enrolled in
the school, number of absences of said children,
weekly hours the school nurse is present, and

Hypothesis

A higher presence of school nurses in elementary schools will
increase the attendance rates of asthmatic children between 5-11.

Background

- Asthma = one of the most prevalent childhood illnesses
- When school nurse is absent, responsibility falls on teachers & faculty
- Lack of research on this topic in the Chesapeake school district

Significance

e Schools will be given a demographic survey covering a
short period of time

e Survey will ask: number of asthmatic children enrolled in
the school, number of absences of said children, hours
weekly the school nurse is present, and number of
absences of asthmatic children when the nurse is not
present

e Data analysis: a single-sample t-test with an alpha of 0.05

Interprofessional Roles and Responsibilities

e Educate the family on issues related to chronic asthma
and the importance of having a RN in schools to decrease
absentee days due to asthma

e Advocate on behalf of the students affected by asthma
and ensure they receive all care possible

e Collectively as a team, we can develop workshops and
seminars to educate the administrators, teachers and
parents on the importance of having RNs at schools to
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