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October 2011

Dear Reader:

his is Old Dominion University's 12th annual Stafe of the Region report. While it represents the work of many people connected in various ways to the university,

the report does not constitute an official viewpoint of Old Dominion, or its president, John R. Broderick. The Stafe of the Region reports maintain the goal of

stimulating thought and discussion that ultimately will make Hampton Roads an even better place o live. We are proud of our region’s many successes, but realize

it is possible fo improve our performance. In order o do so, we must have accurate information about “where we are” and a sound understanding of the policy

options available to us.
The 2011 report is divided into eight parts:

Putt, Putting Along: Our Regional Economy: We're doing better
than the nation, but seem to be stuck in neutral. The port, regional tourism and
residential housing have yet to regain the ground they lost during the recession
and the outlook for defense spending is uncertain.

Apartment Housing in Hampton Roads: Vacancy rates have fallen as
home ownership rafes have declined. Monthly rents are among the highest in
the southeast region of the country. These conditions may lead to an upsurge in
apartment construction.

A Simple Guide to Transportation Needs and Planning in
Hampton Roads: What transporfation needs do we have, how are they
prioritized, and is there any hope that the region and the commonwealth will have
sufficient revenue available fo address them?

The Economic Plight of African American Men in Hampton Roads:
The worldwide recession significantly worsened the economic condition of African
American men. There are multiple reasons why this was so and credible solutions
offen are controversial.
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WHRO Marks Its 50th Anniversary: Virginia's first educational,
noncommercial television station has become a multimedia leader. Like most
major media, however, WHRO lives in a rapidly evolving environment that could
challenge ifs existence.

The Concrete Connection: Economic Growth for Virginia’s Eastern
Shore? The economic impact of dredging the Cape Charles Harbor exceeds
$3.2 billion if it results in that site being used fo produce concrete for new
bridges, tunnels and wind turbines.

K-12 Independent Education on Virginia’s Peninsula: Thirtyfive
private (independent) K-12 schools exist on the Peninsula. Because commonwealth
regulation of their activities is minimal, there is great variation in their goals,
operations and transparency.

If It Bleeds, Does It Still Lead? Local Television Evening News in
Hampton Roads: The evening news broadcasts of the four major stafions in
the region continue fo feature frequent reporting of violent crimes, especially by
members of minority groups. WAVY featured the most crime coverage and VWVEC
the least.




Old Dominion University continues fo provide support for this report. However, it would not appear without the vital backing of the private donors whose names appear
below. They believe in Hampton Roads and in the power of rafional discussion o improve our circumstances, but are not responsible for the views expressed in the report.

The Aimee and Frank Batten Jr. Foundation Hampton Roads Chamber of Commerce
R. Bruce Bradley Kaufman and Canoles

Ramon W. Breeden Jr. Thomas Lyons

Arthur A. Diamonstein Patricia W. and J. Douglas Perry
George Dragas Jr. Anne B. Shumadine

The following individuals were instrumental in the research, writing, editing, design and dissemination of the report:

Vinod Agarwal Susan Hughes Janet Molinaro Ayush Toolsidass
Chris Colburn Elizabeth Janik Ken Plum Shara Weber
Vicky Curtis Feng Lian Jim Sylvester Gilbert Yochum
Steve Daniel Sharon Lomax

Special recognition is due Vinod Agarwal and Gilbert Yochum of the Old Dominion University Economic Forecasting Project, which Professor Agarwal now directs. Their
penetrafing analyses of the regional and commonwealth economies are by consensus the baseline by which numerous economic activities are measured.

My hope is that you, the reader, will be stimulated by the report and will use it as a vehicle to promote productive discussions about our future. Please contact me at
jkoch@odu.edu or 757-683-3458 should you have questions.

All 12 of the State of the Region reports may be found at www.odu.edu/forecasting and www.jamesvkoch.com. Single paper copies may be purchased for $25.

Sincerely,

s . Kodh

dmes V. Koch

Board of Visitors Professor of Economics
and President Emeritus
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Cover: Clockwise from left: Page 100: WHRO president and CEO Bert Schmidt, left, and Virginian-Pilot

Sailors man the rails aboard the aircraft carrier USS Enterprise as the publisher Maurice Jones congratulating the winners of the 2010
ship refurns to homeport af Naval Station Norfolk affer a six-month Virginian-Pilot Spelling Bee, courtesy of WHRO (lefi)

deployment. {U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist

2nd Class Andre Rhoden) PBS personality Super Why! at the Children’s Festival in Norfolk's

Town Point Park, courtesy of WHRO [right)
Welcome home, courtesy of the U.S. Army

Page 103: Past and present staff members at the 2011 WHRO Pioneer

Steve Earley/The Virginian-Pilot Awards, honoring the station’s 50th anniversary, courtesy of WHRO

Inside Front Cover: Hampton Roads region map produced for HREDA by Page 105: Concrete piers, courtesy of Bayshore Concrete
Seventh Point Advertising, Marketing and Public Relations

Page 111 Straddle carriers and concrete segment, courtesy of Bayshore
Page 1: The aircraft carrier USS George H.W. Bush, left, transits near the

aircraft carrier USS Enterprise. The USS Bush is deployed in support
of maritime security operations and theater security cooperation efforts

Concrete

in the U.S. 5th Fleet area of responsibility on its maiden overseas
deployment. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist
2nd Class Tony D. Curtis)

Page 38: Steve Daniel
Page 40: Steve Daniel
Page 42: Chuck Thomas
Page 45: Steve Daniel
Page 4/ Steve Daniel

Page 85: Steve Daniel (left)
Barbara Hamm Lee and guests during a taping of “Another View,”

courtesy of WHRO {(right)

Page 94: The WHRO Voice provides daily live readings of area newspapers
and periodicals for listeners with visual or other disabilities, courtesy
of WHRO (top)

Steve Daniel (bottom)
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