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A11 that I oouM hope to make you unaeratarul
Is only events: not what has happened.
And people to whom nothing has ever happsneA
Cannot undevstanA the unimpoetanee of events.

T. 8. Eliot
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INTROOOCTION

Ths appearance of totalitarian regimes in twentieth century

Europe has created a search not only for an explanation but also for

the meaning of the term totalitarian. Eistorians and social scientists

have argued both among themselves and with each other over the causes oi'otalitarianismand over the meaning of the term.

Despite the arguments over the meaning of the term totalitarian

there are some areas of agreement. The disputants agree that the two

most obvious totalitarian regimes in the nineteen thirties and forties

were Hitler's Germany and Stalin's Eussis. They concur that these states

were terroristic in concept. They agree that totalitarianism hss rein-

troduced mystery into politics and human affairs. Por the ideology of s

totalitarian society is a constant reminder of the mysterious. This is

evidenced in the marvelous tricks that have been performed by the Marnist

dialectic or the pseudo-religious appeal of the Nasi propaganda with its
emphasis on race.

To stats that the ideologies of totalitarian cultures appeal to the

mysterious is quits simple, to understand this appeal is difficult. It is

equally hard to understand the atmosphere which prevades such a culture

and the life that is led by its members. The novelist, in his attempt to

recreate or imagine the condition of the individual within his society,

can help us understand this atmosphere through the vicarious super%ence

afforded by his novel.



Literature has increasingly Been used as historical source

material as history has grown to include the total culture of a society.

The hnowledge of the culture of a nation and/or an era helps give greater

insight into the worhings of the entire society.

The novel is perhaps preeminently suitable as source material i'or

several reasons. In tha particular time period under discussion it was

the dominant form of literature. As the epic poem bad been in an early

culture and as poetry and drama were in ths preceding period, the novel

became dominant in ths western culture of the nineteenth and twentieth

centuries. Even more important in tbs eyes of the historian is the fact

that the novel as an art form is basically the study of the individual

within a particular social context. This mahes it a valuable tool for

exploring both the nature of tbe individual and of society. The novel

can give the historian a particular rai'lection of a particular society.

A variety of novels written about a particular theme can therefore either

reinforce certain concepts or challenge them and, at ths same time, give

new and fresh insights into the culture.

The novels that serve as source material for this study have been

chosen for several reasons. The first criterion was that their basic

theme be totalitarianism. The second was that the authors had had some

sort of contact with a twentieth century totalitarian regime. The third was

that those chosen represent a variety of European countries. In addition

the selection was made to include several types of novels. Some amount

to almost memoirs of life under a totalitarian regime such as Arthur

Koestler's Darkness at Noon, Ignasio Silone's Bread and Nina and C. Virgil



Gheorghiu' The ~Went -~ffth Boar, Two are 4ystopian novels, one,

Eugene Zamiatin's Ws, written before Stalin's Russia or Hitler's Germany

came into enistencs, the other, George Orwell's 19BA, written during

World War II. Others are symbolic novels such as Thomas Nsnn's Doctor

gauntest Albert Camus'he ~pla e and IFrans Eafha' The Trial. They were

also selected because they portray particularly well the sense of life
under s totalitarian regime.

By studying totalitarianism through the medium of the novel it
should be possible to verify or disprove some of the theories concerning

the totalitarian stats. Just because the novels were written by creative

authors who hsd little or no hnowledge of more or less abstract theories

of'he nature of totalitarianism they can be used as prima facie evidence

of the reaHty of the phenomenon. A study of these novels actually should

lead beyond the sphere of abstraction to deeper insights into whse life
was like under s totalitarian regime and to an understanding of that side

of modern man's nature which led him to accept snd entoil totalitarian

ideals. Finally, it is hoped that in the course of'his undertahing nsw

insights will be gained into the possibilities and limitations oi'sing
literary worhs ss a source for the historical understanding of certain

epochs and cultures.

Dystopia is a word used to distinguish between types of utopias.
Utopia is used as a general classification for imaginary societiss, eutopia
for good imaginary societies and dystopia for bs4 imaginary societies. See
Carolyn Hodgson Meyers, "psychotechnology in piet%on About Imaginary Societies"
(unpublished ph.D. dissertation, Dept., of English, D'niverslty of Eentuchy,
1945), p. 21.



CHAPTER I

The whole business . ~ . turns on the famous aud pre-
posterous nation of "totality" as they call it. It'
sort of a mania with our intellectuals in the twentieth
century. Such a phrase as "totalitarian civiliaation"
is meaningless.

Nalraun, I'~Es oir

Although the term "totalitarian civilisation" may not be com-

pletely meaningless it is, at the very least, an indefinite term. The

word "totalitarianism," like so many other "isms," hss been used until

its meaning has become blurred. Part of its imprecision as a term is

caused by the lack of consensus on its meaning. Totalitarianism has

been defined in many, often oontradictory, ways. Much of the contradic-

tion centers around t'e controversy over the age of the total state.

S td tt Id Pi ~ 'lh bit, Wfie th b li tL

phenomenon of the twentieth century.

Those who try to trace the origins of twentieth century totalitarian-

ism find them in a variety of ages aud civilizations. Hannah Arendt focused

her attention on the decline of the nation state and the eclipse of the

eighteenth century belief in the rights of man which bas occurred over tbe

last one hundred years. J. L. Talmon looked for the origins of "totali

tarian democracy" in the political messianism that developed in the eigh-

teenth century. Erich Promm diagnosed western man's growing i'ear of freedom2

Hannah Arendt, The ~Ori ins of Totalitarianism (2d. enl. ed.:
New York: Meridian Books, 1~958 .

J. L. Tl . K ~Did fXt leer to~D(I
Sicker 6 Warburg, 1960)
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ss beginning with Luther. Karl Wittfogel saw similarities between

twentieth century totalitarianism snd ancient "hydraulic despotisms"

such ss China.d Others have been significant resemblances between ths

chiliastic thinking of the Middle Ages and modern totalitarian thought,

or have argued that the first proponents of a totalitarian regime were

the millinists of Cromwell's time. 5

Thus the search for the origins of twentieth century totalitari-
anism leads to a variety of answers. The term itself became widely used

in this century only after the publication in 1935 of Mussolini's article

on fascism in International Conciliation. Shortly afterwards Eruct Juenger's

study on total mobilization popularized the term in Germany. In 1933

Joseph Goebbels liked to use it to )ustify the coordinat on of groups and

associations with the Nazi Party.6

Theories as to what constitutes s totalitarian state are ss plenti-

ful as are the theories concerning its origins. Those wbo argue that totali-

tarianism is a product of the twentieth century claim :hat the older so

called totalitarian societies were in reality tyrannies, despotisms, or

absolute monarchies but not "total" societies, although they do concede

that totalitarianism belongs in the general classification of dictatorship.

3grich Fromm, ~Esca e Prom Preedom (New York: Avon Books, 1967) ~

AH I*. Iltttf & I, 01 I 1&~Ill f A~ttt ~&t 1 1
Total Power (New Raven: Yale University Press, 1957).

Norman Cobn, The Pursuit of the Millenium (Psirlawn, N«J.& Essential
Books, 1957). Alfred Cohen, "The Pifth Monarchy Mind: Mary Cary and the
Origins of 'fotalitarianism," Social Research, KKKI (Summer 1964)& 195-213.

Waldemar Gurian, "Totalitarianism as a Political Religion," Totali-
t I I ~P&i 1 C 1 H IA 1 lh I&A I ~AA A t
and Science, March 1953, ed. Carl J. Priedrich (Cambridge& Harvard University
Press& 1954) ~ p. 120.



Theories of totalitarianism as a twentieth century phenomenon fall roughly

into two different groups. The first tabes "total" to mean complete dis-

ciplinary control over life, including beliefs and ideas, in accordance

with a specific ideology. Theories of the second group ascribe to totali-

tarianism the complete destruction of the human personality by an absence

of fixed authority, orthodoxy or stable personal relationships and thus

the atomization of society. The two can be combined by def'g totali-

tarianism as a system where technologically advanced instr vents of politi-

cal power are used without restraint by the centralized leadership of an

elite movement for the purpose of effecting a total soczal revolution, in-

cl&x'.lng the conditioning of man, on the basis of certain arbitrary ideolog-

ical assumptions proclaimed by the leadership in an atmosphere of coerced

unanimity of the entire population.7

Such a definition implies a recognition, by the leadership in the

totalitarian state, of modern sophisticated propaganda techniques which

have emerged with the advent of the maes media, and a willingness to enforce

goals through the use of terror. Xt also implies the recognition of man'

psychological nature; especially in the sense of the awareness of his poten-

tial. manipulation through psychologically designed techniques of persuasion.

The opportunity to bring these techniques to bear is provided by the con-

stant and complete supervision of all phases of social life snd, most im-

portantly, through the control of all educational processes.

Two of the foremost explorers of the phenomenon, Carl J. Friedrich

and gblgnlew K. Brzezinskl& have extrapolated a model of the totalitarian

7gbigniew K. Brzezinshi, "Totalitarianism and Rationality&"
American political Science Review, L (Spring 1956), 754.



seats tram chair studies of- Sealtntse Russia and Hast Germany. They sxe

proponents of chs theory chae Totalitarianism ts a eweneteeh century product.

They adhere to the premtse thee without modern eechnologtcal advances a

totalitarian state ts noe possible. Tbts premise ts demonstrated by ehe

face that four of ehe stz traits which ehey propose as characteristic of

ehe totalitarian state depend upon technological innovations unavailable

before this century. Friedrich wrote chat "totalitarian dictatorship is

a 'logical extension of certain exates of our modern tcdusertal society."S

Friedrich and Sxeeztnskt argue ehae all totalitarian regimes possess

stn organically interrelated excite. All these regimes have an official

ideology which touches upon all Che vital aspects of man's cuciseence aud

which ts focused toward a perfect final seats of mankind. They have a

single mass party, led by one cnan and made up of e mtnortey ot ehe total

populations usually less than esn percent. They have eerroristic police

control which noe only suppores but also supervises ehe party. Such regimes

have a technologically conditioned nsnr monopoly of control of the mediaof'ass
communtcatton. They have a similar control of all means of effective

armed combat sud finally, they have the central control and direction of ehe

entire scone(ny through bureaucratic coordination of corporate eneities.

The Friedrich-Brzeztnskt model of the totalitarian state was fixst

presented ae a Conference of ehe American Academy of Ares and Science tn

1933. The response by Che scholars tn attendance was generally favorable

SFrtedrtohs ado ~ Totalteartanisms P. 3.

9c I J. Sat&of h 6& ibtssl 14 sa s I shl, 2 a Itra 1 al. a t
~hf & A~a (Cash !tee! P.rr 6 Ihl rsltp P 6, ISIS), PP. 21 22.
Ivo K. Fetersbsnds '%bCPanstontst and IsolaCionisc Tendencies of Totalieartan
Prittle I Sr tees\ A Sba asti I II ra," Jo I 2 P lief e, 111II (lier
be lpil), !Seabee ,sleltar ~el esl s opal*oat t 2 sf.ts-oooo! iles
of organt-scion, economic control, communications, force and ideology.



snd they considered the model s useful tool in exploring the phenomenon of

totalitarianism. Another view of totalitarianism was presented at this

conference by H. S. Timssheff. He thought the meaning of the term totali-
tarianism connotes one definite trait- the unlimited extension of state

functions. Therefore the term does not only designate a concrete type of

society but a trait which can appear in societies of various types. He

argued, in contrast to Priedrich's insistence on the uniqueness of totali-
tarianism, that it is a variant of despotism. Bertram wolfe pointed out

in the ensuing discussion that both views are valid in that the historian

must assume both continuity and uniqueness in «he attempt to describe

historical phenomena.lG

gince the Priedrich«Brsezinski model has had widespread acceptance

it will make a useful tool in the study of totalitarianism through the

novels. Before using the model to study the novels of the model's com-

ponents must be discussed in some detail and ths criticism directed at the

components and st the model must be considered.

According to the model all totalitarian regimes have an official

ideology. This ideology is an operative force in the regime. Although

its myths snd symbols ars significant snd stay constant, the substantive

content of the ideology is continually evolving, Priedrich and Brsezinski

think that the roots of the total,itarian idiology are intertwined with the

entire intellectual heritage of western man. Tst what they believe is the

Those who participated in the transcribed discussion period follow-
ing the reading of Priedrich's and Timashsff's papers were: Hannah Arendt,
George Denicke, Carl Priedrich, Karl Deutsch, Jersy Gliksmsn, Michael
Karpovich, Paul Keckemeti, George P. Ksnnan, Prsnklin H. Littell, Boric
Mirkine Gustsevitch, Albert Lsuterback, Gerold Bobinson, H. S. Timasheff,
Bertram Wolfe. Priedrich, ed., Totalitarianism, pp, 39-84.



specific totalitarian ingredient in these ideologies--the employment and

glorification of violence to attain the ideological goals-is largely

absent from the ideas the totalitarian ideologies have utilised. The

use of an official ideology as an instrument for rallying ths efforts of

the people was clearly foreseen by the early theoreticians of dictatorial

systems. Plato's "noble lies" and Sorel's "myths" serve the same purpose

as the racial doctrine of the Naais or ths Marxist dialectic in Russia.

The ideologies of the totalitarian states of the twentieth century are

organic in that they hold that the nation or state ie a kind of living

organism in which the individual is s single cell.

Hannah Arendt points out three totalitarian elements which are

peculiar to ideological tbinhing but srs predominate in totalitarian

ideologies. All ideologies claim that they have a total explanation to

man's purpose and existence. Thus ideological thinhing becomes indepen-

dent of all experience since it already hss a full explanation and can

learn nothing new; it is ahnost as though the ideology had supplied its
adherent with a sixth sense. Purthsrmorsp thought is emancipated from

reality by certain methods of demonstration such as reasoning or dialectics,lg

Because of this total explanation and emancipation from reality the

ideologies of the totalitarian state in ths twentieth century have replaced

or superseded religion. The energies and forces which once found their

outlet and expression in religion and gave to the Church the power to iimit

ths despotic ruler were now the driving force behind the despotic regimes

11prtaart 5 ~ rr 1 I traat,tr 1 ~pt t 5 r ttpp. 9,7 - 151.

TArendt, ~Ori ns, pp. 468-474.
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of the twentieth century.13

C. W. Cassinslli, a political scientist who has responded to the

Frie4rich-Brsesinshi model in articles in leading political science 3ournais,

accepts ths general traits oi'he model but criticizes some of their con-

clusions. For instance, he contends that totalitarian leadership uses the

ideology to create maximum insecurity among ths people it oontrols. There-

fore he argues against Friedrich's and Brzesinski's use of the term "doc-

trine" in discussing ideology. He thinks that the concept of a doctrine im-

pl.ies that totalitarian beliefs have both factual snd ethical content, which

hs denies and he disputes the Friedrich-Brsezinshi contention that the doc-

trines of the ideology are the basis for beliefs in science history and the

arts. His denial is based on ths contention that the Nasis dismissed those

scholars who were willing to serve tham, snd that Stalin neither described an

original utopia nor 4i4 he develop the Marxian concept of a classless society. 14

He further argues that lamiers and potential leaders are traine4, not in

order to indoctrinate them with the ideology but to condition them to acoept

an unstable, arbitrarily shifting gospel to be handed down by the leaders.

Cassinelli feels that maximum insecurity can be created by ideology only when

it reaches its aim of obliterating the distinction between truth snd falsehood.

130urianp "Totalitarianism as Religionp" Friedrich, edeh Totalitarian-
ism, p, 126. Bertrem Wolfe pointed out in the discussion period after this
paper that totalitarian regimes are peychologicslly exhaustive in that they
demand total passion aed total engagement and that the ideologies all contain
an eminent eschatology. Ibidep pp. 136-135. Ideology as a replacement for
religion is also stressed by R. R. Palmer, A ~egret of the Modern World
(New Torh& Alfred A. Knopf, 1966), p. 612.

C. W. Cassinelli, "Totalitarianism, Ideology and Propaganda," Journal
of Politics, XXII (February 1960) ~ 70-72. Por another who denies the factual~ eehteat e ae t e Pa 8 Ah~a, "th 8 9 & ehe hatt," 9 at
893 (pav~ -etetehea 3938), 839, eve&a, ~evt t e p. 338.

15Cassinelli, Ibidep p. 93.
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Xn their discussion of the totalitarian party priedrich and Brsesinshi

point out that such a party is decidely different from the political parties

found in constitutional democratic regimes. Within the totalitarian party

are special cadres of highly selective slites. Despite the purges caused by

changes in leadership or ideological 4irection the party still constitutes

the mainstay of the totalitarian dictatorship for without its support the

total power of. the dictator would be inconceivable. The position of unques-

tioned lea4ership held by the dictator gives the party its peculiar dynamic,

and the sub)ection of its members to the dictator is the pyschological counter-

part to the party's ruthless assertion of the will and determination to rule

an4 shape ths society in its image.16

Cassinelli thinhs that Priedrich and Brsesinshi do not go far enough

in pointing out the differences between the totalitarian and non-totalitarian

party. He argues that the totalitarian party is not a ruling group. This, he

contsu4s strengthens the broad concept he holds that totalitarianism is not

simply a society based on a doctrine which describes sn utopia nor a modern

autocracy differing from lesser ones by the comprehensiveness of its political

control but s quest for unlimite4 power. He contends that the totalitarian

party, although it comprises only a smail percentage oi'he population, is

still too unwieldy a group snd this, combined with the inefficient organisa-

tion structure of the party apparatus, makes it impossible for the party to

function as s ruling group. The real function of the partyp in Csssinelli's

view, is to control all ideas and actions especially in those individuals who

shaw any potential for original thought and thus potential for leadership. ly

16Prtc4rt 4 4 pr to ht, '1 t ltr 1 ~pt caco htpp. 4,5-59.

C. w. C tocllt, "thc '1 caltrari a p cp"th ,JJaraat ot P lttt a,
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The determination of the totalitarian state to achieve total

change creates the necessity for terroristic police control and super-

vision of the party. Terror becomes the vital nerve of the system be-

cause it is thc fundamental method of achieving the particular goals of.

the regime while maintaining the sensa of permanent revolution that is

necessary to prevent the regime losing its character and possibly its
po'wez ~

Totalitarian society has a passion for unanimity that surpasses

that of any other society. This passion for consensus makes the totali-

tarian insist on the enthusiastic assent of the entire population. The

need for this assent has zesulted in plebiscites which give ninety per-

cent support to the government. To effect this sort of unanimity. an

elaborate machinery of terror is necessary. The whole machinery of this

terror is based on an elastic criminal code which makes the category of

political crime a broad ons.

Purges& coni'casions, and the ever present threat of confinement

in camps become part of the terror equipmant in a developed totalitarian

system, The purge provides the mechanism for elimination and stimulation

within the movement. The public trial, with the spectacle of confessions,

is used to vilify the opposition and to underline the infall.ibility of the

leadership. The camps serve as a means of liquidating the enemy and as a

source of cheap labor. All three make a contribution to the terror by

which the system reinforces the propaganda which in time produces ths al-

most complete consensus required by the totalitarian government. The

gradual evolution and perfection of these instruments of terror often



mirror ths history of the totalitarian regime. XS

Roric Msissner, a professor at the University of Riel, argues that

all discussions of totalitarianism have bean vitiated by over emphasis on

mass terror as the distinguishing feature oi'uch a regime. He contends

that terror is not a necessary ingredient in totalitarianism. He olaims

the really distinctive characteristic of totalitarianism ia total control

from above of all functions and thought in every area of the life of the

society including total planning in the political and cultural sectors of

the society as well as in the economic sector. He does not explain how-

ever, how all this is effected without terror.19

Herbert Marcuse does not see terror as a means of supporting the

ideology of the totalitarian society. He argues that the purguas in Russia

during the middle and later thirties cannot be attributed to a philosophical

concept. Be contends that the need for terror differs in totalitarian

societies but its basic use is to suspend the normal controls of law and

order. Xn this he agrees with Aleac Xnkeles who, like Cassinelli, feels

that the real purpose of terror in the totalitarian state is to create in

every man a deep sense of insecurity. Thus terror is important not only

for handling those whom the regime wishes to eliminate but also those whom

it regards as solid citlsens. Terror becomes the means for institutionalis-

ing and channeling anxiety.

&81 tea 1 h ~ I ~ t k4 T t ltr. t n~te e ht, pp. K61-202.

Roric Meissner, "Totalitarian Rule and Social Change," Problems
of Communism, XK (November-December 1966), . 56-61.

Herbert Marcuse, "Notes on the Problem of Historical Laws,"
Partisan Review& HWX (Winter 1959), . 117-139.

XXAlen Xnkeles, "The Totalitarian Mystique& Some Impressions of the
Dynamics of Totalitarian Society," Priedrich, ed., Totalitarianism, p. 106.



The fourth component in the Friedrich-Brzezinski model of totali-

tarianism is control of mass communications. The uses of this control for

propaganda are obvious, To the totalitarian, ideas are weapons and so not

only must the population be indoctrinated with daily doses of ideology but

protected from outside Mess. Since education can be one of the most

effective means of communicating ideas it too must be carefully controlled.

The responsibility for the ideological training of the younger generation

is usually assumed by the party. The youth movements in Stalinist gussia

and Nazi Germany appealed to the moral sense of youth. This appeal was

based on the concept that through such groups youth could effect a moral

resurgence of their country. The youth movement hss been used both as a

training ground and as a recruiting device for ultimate party membership. 22

This particular component of the Friedrich-Brzezinski model shows

clearly how all the components interlock. The Meclogy is the basis from

which the propaganda used by the controlled c~cations media is drawn;

the propaganda then instills ths people, particularly the youth of the

country, with the principles of the ldeologr, often making the youth use-

ful in the terroristic police control as informers on their friends and.

family. This terroristic control helps in turn to buttress the ideology.

The totalitarian control of the economy. whether in the name of the

state, parry, nation or proletariat, expands the role of bureaucracy much

as has happened in ell industrial nations. The distinction in the case of

totalitarianism, apart from the lack of any institutional pattern of respon-

sibility, is the sharp dualism of governmental and party bureaucracy. Any

22p;td th &B t kt,Xllkt k ~Qtttrhk,pp. 60-69.



extension in industrial or bureaucratic site creates internal arguments

which, at Least temporarily5 cause deterioration. Xn those societies where

there has been a high degree of. bureaucrstixation before tha totalitarian

regime there is marhed retrogression after it. This is due no doubt to

party interference and controls brought about by the insistence that not

only people in key policy posts but officials up and down the line be

active mmnbers of the party.

Xsaac Beutscher thinhs the rationality of bureaucracy will instead

transform the totalitarian regime. Bis thesis is that if totalitarian

regimes are not overthrown they wiD eventually be transformed into more

democratic states by the subtler but irresistible influence oi'he rational-

ity that is inherent in the bureaucratic and managerial apparatus that is

necessary to the modern state. 'rsexinshi argues against heutscher'a2g

idea, pirst he questions the concept that rationality, os the mode of

thought induced by the requireaents of the modern bureaucratic state, is

really incompatible with modern totalitarianism. Secondly he points out

that, in Nasi Germany with few exceptions the German bureaucrats and techno-

crate adjusted meekly to the requirements of the totalitarian movamsnt and

that Russian bureaucrats have been indoctrinated to follow the party line,

not to change it.

2SXbido8 pp. 205-221.

2"Xsaac Ueutschert 7b8877"ia: t87btht ~r2 (New Yorh& Oxford University
Press, 1953). Allen Eassofh "The Administer'ed Society", Totalitarianism
IththO 1 8," II 18 P list 881 (te!1 lett),IP. 558.575, 8 eh ~ t
the pose st 11 "th tlol 1st I'et seel Ip le 8 I 8 to ts sestet 8
a "more advanced form of totalitarianism, "

258 .e*t sti, 8 .Ie P,litt 1 8 I. 8 le . 1. 757.



The Priedrich-Brzezinski model distinguishes the following traits
ss forming the components of the totalitarian state; an official ideology;

a single mass party; a monopoly of mass communications; contxol of the

effective means of axmed combat; terroristic police control; . nd central

control of the entire economy. As important as these traits are in dis-

tinguishing totslitaxianism fxom other forms of despotism ths definitive

feature of totalitarianism lies in the word total. All cultures have hed

their ideologies but the ideology of a totalitarian society is deliberately

total, embracing and prescribing every aspect of human life. Every modern

society has involved a state& yet the totalitarian state is designed to

be total, that is coextensive with society itself.
It is basic to this study that totalitarianism be considered a pro-

duct of ths twentieth century. The word itself was coined in thi.s century

to describe states that could not be satisfactorily desex'ibed with such

words as autocracy& dictatorship, despotism or tyranny. It is also impor-

tant not to think of it only as a descriptive term for the developments in

Russia and Germany in the nineteen thirties and forties but as a potential

development in any twentieth century society. Without the atomized men

that Hannah Arendt describes, a totalitarian society is not possible& and

atomized men can be i'ound throughout western society. perhaps it, is

necessary fox the establishment and maintenance of'n indigenous totalitarian

society fox the society to have reached so vast and complicated a plans that

the individual can no longex see his relationship to the whole an& feels him-

self superfluous and helpless in a world beyond his powsx'o understand

without the props provided by the totalitarian illusion. The totalitarian



ideology appeals because it replaces the. relativistic tendency to question

the existence of truth with a dogma. It offers a fantasy substitute for

the community.

The students of totalitarianism have provided a model of the

twentieth century totalitarian state. This model gives meaning to the

term totalitarian as fax as the structure of such a state is concerned.

Yet as a model it remains a mere skeleton, an abstraction from which the

essential elmsent of historical reality is absent. This reality can be

provided by history which studies particular societies in their specific

manifestation. It can also be provided to some extent by men who have

lived with twentieth century totalitarianism and have created litexary

works out of their experience with it. These works recreate life within

the totalitarian context. Thus the novelists from their individual view-

points can help to add flesh to the skeleton of the model of the twentieth

century totalitarian state. As George german has suggested, perhaps the

purest expression of totalitarianism as a general phenomenon is to be

found in the fictional and symbolic images created by such novelists as

Orwell and Kafka. Through the insight of the novelists acquired by

their experience with twentieth century totalitarianism we can gain a

deeper understanding of its meaning. By examining their insights we may

be able to better comprehend the general phenomenon of totalitarianism in

the twentieth century.

George F. german, "Totalitarianism in the Mcdern World,"
Friedxich, ed. ~ Totalitarianism, p. 19.



CHAPTER II

TEE NO%DIETS AND THE TOTALITARIAN EKPERXENOE

X sm a pose... I have a skntb sense that enables me
to catch s glimpse oi'he future. Every poet is s pro-
phet. X am only sorry my prophecies are so pessimistic.
lfy mission as s post compels ms to shout them from the
houseeops, even when they are unpleasant.

Oheorghiu, The ~Tweat -fifth Hour

Some of the aovslises kn this study were prophets foreseeing ehe

totalitarian state in its entirety. Host oi'be aovelkses, however,

enperiencsd twentieth century totalitarianism in oas form or another.

From their experience with totalitarianism has arisen their fear that kt

ks endemic in western civilksseion, On the whole their novels sre attempts

to show how easily the toealiearian seats can be created. Wiehout sn-

ceptkon they protest totaliCarianism's anti-human, anek-individual basis.

Ths novelist used in this study vary as much in the types of lives

they have lei as they do in chair nationality backgrounds. There are

purely Literary fkgures and men of action, Nobel prise winners and inferior

talents, advocates of a particular ideology aad aon-political men. Despite

Cheka dkffereaces they do have mors kn commoa chan having wrketsa novels

kn twentieth century Europe. With ons encepekon they have sll hsd direct

contact with s twentkeeh century toealkesrian state. Their individual

experiences with totalitarianism should be taken into account bei'ore

studying their literary ineerpretaeioas of it.
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The novelisC who is the least politically involved aad the most

prophetic ia Passe Ksfba. Hs wac born in Prague in July 1883. Hs wse

tutored at home prior to attending schooll after the llHcncsium he entered

lsw school aud received his doctorate in Surisprudeacs in 1906. After his

graduation he tooh a minor Job with an Italian insurance company until

1908 when he obtained a semi"government Sob with a worher's accident

insurance institute which afforded bim gool pay aad short hours.

Ksfha suffered from terrible headaches acd geaeral bsd health,

which eventually led to osberculosis. He was mystical by natura cn4

Chic strain became more pronounced us4cr various intellectual influences

such as his friendships with Msz Bred cnd Prana Mcrfel aad his studies

of Kierhegaard cnd Pascal.

In 1913 his first boob wss published. Rhea the wsr brohs out he

was cmempte4 from military service because of bis gcvercmeat position and

his poor health. Ouring the winCer of 1916 D hc began worh on ~Th ~icl
while his health continued to decline. He spent six moatha in ths country

and Chen returned to Prague to continue his worh snd his writing with

intarrittant ecays in sanatoriums. His health continued to fail scd he

died in tune 1924.

Kafha's literary career lasted only tea years snd ha published

Kirtle& having destroyed many oi'is manuscripts. He even ray&sated his

friend, Mcz Bred. to destroy sny caisting manuscripts when be 4ied.

Portanately, grad did aot. Most of Kafba'a work was published posthumously.

Kafha remains oae of Che most influsatial writecs of the twentieth century s

for his worh prefigures the worh of most oi'he writers who are considered



20

representative of our age.

Arthur Kosstlsr was born in Budapest, Hungary, in September 1905.

He spent his childhood in Hungary, Austria and Germany and attended ths

Qniversity of Vienna. In 1926 he want to Palestine where he obtained a

gob ss a foreign correspondent for tha %1stein Publications. In 1929 he

left the Hiddle East to become their Paris correspondentb and in 1930 he

was appointed editor of their Berlin newspaper B.Z. am ~Nitta, In December

1931 he Joined the Commmist Party to which he belonged for seven years.

In ths middle thirties he traveled in central Asia aml spent a year in

Russia.

In 1936 he went to Spain in order to gather information on italian
and Carman intervention for the Party. He posed as a correspondent for

both tbo Ibalta t o I oa B toa ~LI* I I th L ot B .Bh I I

The dsy ai'tsx his arrival st pranco's headquarter he was recognised as a

former Ullstein man snd a Comaunist. Despite a warrant being issued for

his arrest hs managed to escape to Gibraltar. He spent the naut five

months between Psxis, London aud Spain.

In Pebruary 1937 he was captured by the Falangists on the Andalusian

front. He wss sentenced to death and spent a hundred days in Pranco prisons

smpecting to be shot. Protests from England held up his euecutiona and in

May 1937 hs was exchanged for another prisoner. It was duxing this period

that his disillusionment with the party began to be very pronounced ae a

result of his Spanish experiences.

Stanley J. gunite and Henry Hsycrai't, edsot ''Prana Ksfhab"
Bo at th ~ceaa ~ab aa t ~hto Bmht~lb~ltaottom ot Bot Lta a a
(New Yoxh& The H. W, Wilson Coot 1942)B pp. 740-741. Claude Hsurisc, Th
Nsw Litexatuxeb trans. S. I. Stone (New York& Ceorge Brasiller, Inc. ~ 1959)
pp. 15»34.



When World War XI began Koestlez was arrested by ths Preach police

ss a refugee aud imprisoned. After his release in January 1940 he followed

s circuitous toute which led to his escape to England that fall. Xn April

lttl h e ttee& 1 the 9 ltleh Atee. Ihe 1, D I t assh heeel

on the Moscow Trials, was published that same year.

Since World war XX he has continued to write s variety of books

and be st places where things aze happening. Xn 1948 foz instance, he

was in Palestine. He lives intermittently in Pennsylvanias Englsoil and

France. Ris latest book was published in 1968.

The most politically active of the novelists is Xgnasio Silone who

was born Secondo Tranquilli at Pescina, Xtaly on May 1, 1900. Re attended

school in his village until it suffezed an earthquake in which his mother

sn6 two brothers ware killel. He completed his formal education in s

variety of Catholic institutions. He gives two reasons for not attending

a universityt "Xn the first place I was advised no» to do so by doctors

who gave ms very few years to live and in the second place political work

left ms vary little free time. "

He wss indeed busy in politics. Xn 1912 he 2oined the peasant

League of Pescina, became secretary oi'he Federation of Laud Wozkers of

ths Abrussi and his opposition to ths war led him to )oln a socialist organi-

sation an6 be appointed secretary of the Youth of Home. Xn 1918 he Became

editor oi'vanguardia which represented the extreme left of ths anti-war

movsmsnt. Zn 1921 he helped found the Xtalisn Commmist Party and traveled

in Russia. Zn 1922 he was the editor of a Trieste newspaper, ZI Lavozatore,

SCMADY S. Rwkt , Dt., 'Sett s Se tlee " Yee tl th ~cts A th
A Sl hl 1 ~DI. tl, St et ~Sl ot (Se 9 1: Yhe S. D. elite t .,
1955 pp. 531-533.



which was oi'ten raided by the Pascfsts. In 192$ he left Xealy for a brief

period. He was deaounced ia 1928 eo ehs Pascist Special Erfbuaa for clan-

destine political activity. Curing this period he had hsd brief seays fn

yrfsons both in Spain aad Italy. After bis denuacfatfon he fled co Swftzer-

Land. While there he wrote hfs ewo most famous books, Bread and Wine and

~SC tt 9 th t SCSSI tt I Ctht St Shl l SS l SC Cht t«SSIIICSC

Party ia 1930.

After the war he took aa active pare in politics again cs manager of

Avantf1 9 as member of ehe constituent assembly, and as Leader of the left
wiag of Iealian Bemocratfc Socialism. Xn 1930 he retired fram political

life to continue wfeh hfs literary life.
George Orwell although aoe actfva fn politics ao such was active fn

political controversy. He was born in Bengal. fn 1903 of'ngle Indian yareneo.

Rs attended Eton from 1917 co 1921. Prom 1922 to 1927 be served with ehe

Xmperfal Police in Burma. Afeerwards he wandered about Europe and England

writing and supporting himself with menial gobs. By 193$ be could support

himself with his writing alone and he moved eo ehe Eaglfsb country side.

Xn 1936 Orwell want eo Spain co observe and writs aboue the civil war.

He 3ofacd ebe P.O.U.M. mflfta9 which was part of ehe non-Communist left, as

a private acd fought mainly on the dragon front. Re wss saver, even at hfs

most radical enamoured of Msrafsm as an intellectual system. He was, how-

ever, a partisan of the Communist program for tbe Spanish Civil war. Like

Koestler his Spanish sxpsrfenceh including hfs growing belief thee ehs real

intention of che communist party was eo prevenc ths revolueion really happen-

ing fn Spaia, completed his dfsolutionmsat with eha party. As ha

said'O«ttt«l.s,t

t,l«ttl Ch ~t ~ttth 9 . Sl St ~SC««tt, 99. 9th-
9ll. Ilt ht 9 tt SS«S, Stet ~t« S«l 9« t ~SC ~O« 9 tht Stttt 9
Broeherso 1949)9 p. 261.
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what x saw in gpain, sud what I have seam since of ths
Laser worhings of left wing political partiesp have
given me a horror of politics, I wss for e while s mem-
ber of the Independent Labor Party, but left them at ths
beginning of the present war because X considered they
were talhing nonsense and proposing s line of policy that
cou14 only mshs things easier for Ritler.d

Rs was badly woundeiL in ths civil war. After his recovery hs

returned to Rng1and where ha continued to writs. LLuch of his worh was

anti totalitarian in theme. Although he was not active in politics in

the manner of gilona he remained intarasce4 in it, wrote of it sud ccn

tinued to engage in political debates until hie death from tuberculosis

in January 1950o5

Tha one Russian in this stu4y, gugene Zsmiatin4 was born in 1884

in Rsmbor province. Re graduated in 1908 from gt. Petersburg Polyteehnicsl

Xnstitute as a ship builder. Rs wae acCively involved in Chs revolutionary

movemsnt. 4 story of his. Printed in 1911, Lsd to his arrest by ths Czar's

gecret PoHcs anil his imprisonment sn4 then banisbm44mt to lachta.

Recense he was building ships in gngland between 1915 and 1917 he

missed Che Pebruary Revolution. Re described this life Long regret ae

fealing4 "lihs oue who navar having been in love gets up one morning and

fiuds himself married about tsn years." Re 4id, however, get bach to

Russia in time for the Octeber Revolution. Rs taught science at ths Poly

technical Institute and edited literary 5ournals, Prom 1920 on in essays

snd in short scoriae hs warned «gsinst ths insidious pressures of conformity.

4reelr aea Recrate, eea t "Rassle OIOSLL," ~recaecer
kurherep p. 1058.

Relates. aac 4 -easrr Oraecc." rcaaecece ~ra 4~Or ~. Rcr t
~RL Les t, p. L44. "Oteecc 4 4 csaeo" Yee class l ala ~actor ~ac-
~ment Roe 3 (October 17 4 1968) ~ pp 1165 1166O Orwell y george p ~hm Co
acocsacs RS4tsRI erases prose LRRR, irlrst p slloeo4 calli Rsr Yacc
Harcourt grass 6 Co.)



Hie novel ge was written in 1920 aad although it was uot published

in the Soviet Union it was not uahaam in literary circles where it was

read in manuscript form. ~M firsC appeared in 1924 in Che gaited States

and then in Preach au4 Csech editions. Rsudstin wss criticised in the

Soviet press au4 in 1929 when a Russian version of Qs was published abroad,

he was 4snounced by the official press as a counter revolutionsryo He was

compelled to resign fx'om professional organiastions and his worhs ware no

longer published. Xn 1931 he wrote a letter to Joseph Stalin requesting

pemnission Co lssvs sinse for him being no longer allowed to publish was

tantamount to c 4esth sencescs. He aud his wife were granted passports

and after brief travels in Huropa he settled in Paris where he died in 1937.4

Another of the novelists who combined, at least during part of his

life, a literary and an activist dareer is Albert Camus. Camus was born

in 1913 in Algeria. Hie father was billed that year in the first battle

of the Horns and Camus was raised by his mother in a poor district of

Algiers. He attended ths local primary school au4 won s scholarship to a

~l cde. Xn 1930 he wss diagnosed as tubercularo After a short rest ha re

turned to Algiers and was briefly s political propsgaudist for the Communist

Party which he Joined at twenty-ons. He left the Party in 1933 a few months

after Lsvalps mission to Hoscow aud tha modification of the party line on

the question of Algerian moslems. During the early thirties he continue4

his university studies on a par» tins basis and in 1936 completed his

EMZCS NNI SSPOOSZO $$ $, "SUSSEX ZOI1 t1II "~XIINIIOBB ~SB

~IL ~$$ P 1111 111$ RSIZCII 1 "ZSSRIZ I tt,"~OIISZOIO~
~Ant o~s First Supplemsntp PP. 119-120. Peter gudyp "Xntroduction,"
gugeno gs!LLatinp Mo (Hsw Torh Et P 0uCCon dz Co p Xncsp 1924) PP v ni
Herc Slonimp Prefacep Xbi4$ p pp. uiii-nviiio



4issereaeios on relations between crash snd christian thought in plottnus

snd saint Augustine. A naw attach of tuberculosis prevente4 bts tahtng

lts ~sst s Iles I lllpp tls eolllllrsllp reer oslllll

Prom chen usttl 1939 he traveled s great deal, worhed tn the svane

garde chancre is Algiers, snd eerve4 as sn apprentice Sournaitse on che

~Al er~~ubEiesci. At ehs ouebrssh of world war II he voluseeered for

service an4 wse reSeceed on grounds of health. Since hts anti colonialism

ma4e tt imyosstbla for him to find a Job tn Worth Africa he went eo Prance

tn 1940. In Parts be )oined «he staff of ~part -Soir bue ehe Carman invasion

cue this career shore snd he returned eo Crsn eo eesch in s private school.

In 1942 he returned to Prance and Joined a southern restsesncc neeworh.

We operated chtefly tn Lyon and St. Sttenne until near tho end of 1943 when

ehe rsstseance sent htm eo worh tn paris.

At'esr che liberation of parts he cosh over ehe editorship of combat.

which had begun appearing during ehe Occupsttono HS Ccnetnued tn Chts

yoeteton until 194L gurtng ths mtd41e forties corns of hts plays wars

produced tn Paris snd soma of hts novels and essays pubitehed. The ~pla

wss published in 194'7. In 1997 he received the Rebel Prtce for Literature.

Cn January 4, 1960 he was killed, tn an aueomobtle acctdene.7

Tbe foremost figure tn Csrcmn leeeers tn the eweneiecb centuryp

Thomas Wean, wns bors tn 187S tn Lubech, Csrmcny. Re was ehe second son

of s faeher who was a weil«co&a merchant eud senator tn ehe ctey government

polsl pros I OOSIII Alters GRMI I tss Alto toro oI ~it (roe
ports oelosl Isloersltp prooo, st~$0, pp. Il-lp. rotors sosorpe, users~ trans. John Cunning snd J. Rsrgrsavss& (London& The Werlta Press,
1965)p pp. rt riii.
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snd a mother who was a gxasilian of mined german an4 Portuguese blood.

After hie fatherde death in 1891 the family mOVed CO Huakohe Tbcmae

stays4 in imbech to finish school snd )oined the family in 1893. In Munich

he went to worh se an insurance clsrh. Se left his Job after a year to

attend some university classes aud then went xo Xtaly for two au4 a half

yeara With hie O14er b'rOChe'rX Seinriehr alee a novalieC aud SeeayiSCe

ahdho d asses he hades hde ss aa*oa h ~dad ~ ha shoes ds full os

autobiographical, xefereaces. When he returned to Munich he worhed for a

~he as aa sddsas es ~shd d hs e! ddadahed aeddeaaso hs hash ~

published in 1900.

Prom 1898 when his first volume of short stories appesredx until

the pirsc world kkar his collectione of short stoxies appeared at regular

intervals. Aftex ths war he 3ournked in Xcaly, ggypth amk xhe near ease.

The war changed Mann from s "uon-politicaV'riter to a self concious

spohesman for CeemuWe Sa appeared at first as a rcxxantic conservative.

hsa sess seseado ss soot, xash dados ds e doa-~ca& a s mah edsao as

his conservative viewpoint snd his clash with his brother Seinrich. grad-

ually he moved sway from hie conservative posiCioa ss shown by his endorse

seat of the kkeimar government snd hie Inter Political sd4resseex Partkculary

his oourageoue speech against che Sasis, ASSeal CS Season. Qce of his most

fsxous novels, Qy. ~Ma ic ~Mo auxin, wss published in 1914 acd wss an immediate

success. Se wss awarded che Sobel prise for literature in 1929.

Mann lefc germany in Pebruaxy 1933 for a brief vacaCion and did cot

return for stuteen years. At first he stayed in gwitseriand. There was

sons criticism in intellectual circles over his failure to denounce the Saxi

xegime ta its i'irst years of power's finally brohe silence in an open



27

letter which was published in the press in February 1936. The Nazi regime

revohed his citizenship acd banned his boobs in reply.

He came to the United States in 1938 and spent two years at Prince

ton. Xn ths spring of 1941 hc moved to southern California where be

)oined a colony of Carman eniies which included Bruno waiter, Arnold

Schoenberg, aud Franz Nerfel. Xn 1941 he became an A~risen Citizen.

His novel Sector Paustus was published in 1949 aud stirred a lively debate

in the Baited States and bitter controversy in Germany. Xn 1949 he re

turned bt'iefly to Germany to receive a Goethe prize in Pranhfurt am Nein

and another such prize in ths Russian Occupied Zone of Germany for which

he was highly criticized. This criticism later coupled with the NcOarthy

coumittee's investigation oi'ome of his friends helped him decide to

leave the Baited States. Xn 1952 he moved to Switzerland and established

a permanent home near Zurich where he died in his eightieth year - 1955.S

Oonstantine Virgil Oheorghiu was born in Rumania in 1916. Bis

father was the priest in a remote mountain village. Hs went to the Boyal

Hilitary college at gishiniew and then to the onlvcrsity of Bucharest.

After graduation he was called into the army. He began writing poetry in

college and in 1940 he won the Royal Poetry prize. while in the army he

wrote pro-government novels. Hs was transferred «o the diplomatic corps.

Oheorghiu and his wife were serving with ths legation in Tugoslavia

when the coue d'tat of August 1944 changed Rumania from ally to enemy of

Germany and from enemy to ally of Russia. This coup marhed the beginning

Joseph C. Brennan, Thomas Harm's l7orld (New Terbit Russell snd
Russell, Xnc., 1962). Henry Barfy~ed, Thomas ~nn& + Xntroduction to
Nis wiction (London& peter Owen ltd., ~1952 ~ pp. 147-153.



of their exile. His wartime books made him an enemy of the nsw govern-

ment. His service along the border in 1920 and 1930 made him afraid of

the Russians. Yet ii'hey went to the Nest they would be interned ior

ae members of fascist diplomatic corps they were automatically enemies.

They went west and were interned.

After they were released he attended courses in theology at the

Hnlversity of Heidelberg. At the same time he searched desperately for

work in order to relieve the conditions of near starvation under which

they lived. His last hope of work& s lob with the Canadian Hork Commission,

was destroyed when they refused to hire him because intellectuals have no

muscles. Gheorghiu wrote( "and so he refused to buy ms. Canada refused

to buy me. Xt was then that X began to writs Ora 25."

He wrote the novel between 1946 and 1948. He hsd barely finished

it when a compatriot denounced the novel to the police and Gheorghiu was

arrested. Hs escaped and with his wife mals his way to Paris on foot with

s copy of ths novel. A Prench publisher bought it twenty four bours after

its submission and it became ths biggest best seller in Prance since World

Bar XX.

He and his wife remained in Paris where he has written eight other

novels the last of which hae been translated into English. In Nay 1963

he became Father Gheorghiu of the Paris colony Rumanian Orthodox Church.

He continues to officiate at his church and to write.9

Const.-Virgil Ghsorghiu, "Journal to Ora 25," Rooks Abroad,
XXXV (1950), pp. 229-233. Const.-Virgil Gheorghiu, Review of Tbe ~owen
fifth Hour, Hew York Times Rook Review, October 29, )950, p. 8. Nary
Caddie Rose, "C. V. Ghsorghiu - - After The 25th Hour," Rooks Abroad,
XLX (Spring 1967), . 166-168.
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It fs obvious even from these brief'fograyhfcal sketches that the

novelists qualffy as observers of the twentieth ceneury totalitarian state.

Por some of ehe novelists their experience with a cocalftsriaa state has

baca overwhelming, for others it hes been merely incidental to their lives.

Tet despfee the varying deyehs of their exyerfences they have all trans-.

lated chat experfeace into the literary medfum. In the process of this

translation ehey have given us a great deal more then the traditional

)ournafs and memoirs chat are often used co buttress historical accounes.

Not only do they ses more clearly into the ways of humanity bue they sre

much more capable of expressing these fasfghts.

To use the varying insights of these novelists into twentieth century

eocslftarfanfsm wfch any sort of validity smze standard of comparison anat

be utilized. Ths organic model of'he totalitarian staea creaeed by

Friedrich and Srsszfnshf caa supply this stamlsrd. The model has been

selected on ehe basis of fts wide acoeptance as a frame of reference for

the study of tha total state through ehe novels. Lfhe all models this is
an abstraction f'rom reality snd csnnoe be proved true or false but muse be

)udged oa grounds of usefulness. In using this model as ehe basis for

examining the novels we shall have to heep ia miad che conflicting opiafons

about the various components. We can then compare the aoveliets view of

the totalitarian society with these traits aml Judge whether che novels

verify ard sanlffy thee or fnscead validate some of the opposing arguments.

Yet limiting the etmly of the aovele to che model along would mean

concentrating exclusively on political institutions aad relations instead

of the areas in which the novel affords a unique contribution. Xe fe fn

the insights of the novels into ehe psychological aspeces of eotslfearfanfsm

aml into the sense of life in e total state that this contribution fs made.



There were cwo in yaradise acd che choice was offers& «o
them~ Eayyinsss wichouc freedom or freedom without happi-
ness o ~ ~ They i i ~ chose frss4cm ~ ~ ~ For centuries
afterward chey loags4 for factors... we found s way to
regula happiasss .. ~ Eo more msd41ing with goo4 acd evil
and sll thatt everything is simple again, heavenly cb114
ishly simple'... yor all this preserves our aoafrsedcm
that is our haypinoss.

Esmiatin& See

4 return co Edea is the aim of all ideologies. They postulate

perfect societies in which problens no laager muist, Ro 14eology is

simply a policiosl Chsoryt it aCtcmpts much more ~ s coCal snpiauation

of life's da s total enplanacion of life it oi necessity gives all answers

sad by so &sing removes the burden of moral choice from its adherents. This

is particularly true of che ideology of. a totalitarian state, sl,though all
1daologies, ss Banash Arscdt has pointed out, have inherently totalitarian

features. Each gives s "total" snylsnation for maa's existeacs aa4 purpose

scd this enplaaacion 1'ress ideological chinking from looming from snperiecce.

xdeologkcal thought is also removed from reality bv ice particular metho4 of

demonstration such as rsasoaing or dialectics. Za this role& ths totalitarian
ideology assumes the natura of a religion. One can quite legitimately corn»

pare the cotslitarlaa 14eologies and emotions with chose of religica. The

totalitarian 14eology rephees Co& with che State and 41rects the religious

fervor of the population co the state by answering cha big questions with

even more assurance chan most religions. The ideology also requires chs

faith chat religion retuirss.
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Priedrieh snd Srsesinski see Che official ideology as sa evolving

dostrins whish provi4as answers ia sll spheres of life sal as sn Luscru

mant for rallying the ei'forts of che people Other students of twentieth

oentury cotalicsrianism sea the ideology ss sn Lnscauasnc used to foster

tbm ulcimsta aim of totslicarianims» - ths breakdown between truth snd

falsehood

The ideologies of the twentieth century totalitarian scsces, al

though different ia content& are similar in chair belief cbac ths state

ie a Living organism in which ths individual is a single ssLL.

The ideology of Stalinist Russia saw the state as the whole and

the individual, as the part. The Ssrnisc ideology of this etsta is based

on dialeecieai. reasoning. Tet a ehouSht process based on reason, no nectar

how logically conscruecsd besomss divorced frma reality anal must 4emsnd

aoeeptanse on faith. 4s gubashov& the procsgord.sc of paehI»»»ass~a

explains in hie diarys

guc how csn ths pressnc 4soids what will be Judged enath in
Che futuref We ars 4oing the work of prophets without their
gift» ws replaced vision by logical deduecionL but although
wa f™ a point of departure, we ceae to 4ivsr-
gent results. Proof disproved proof, and finally wa hsd to
recur to faith - - to aromatic faith in chs rightness of
oas's owa reasoning . * ~ Osomstry is Chs purssC rsalisacion
of human rsasonL but Euclid's ariose csnaoc be proved. Ss
who does noC believe iu Chem sees Cha whole building arash. 1

Soc only do totalitarian ideologies require the faith oi' religion

but they also elise Chs emotional fervor of a rsligioa. The religious in

coaiascion of au ideology is well described in Soocor ~s'~us . Sven ths

narrator of thanovsL, gerenus Zsicbloom, who is a humsatst and msn of

reason feels this appeal» Xn describing Sssi germany in Che Late forties

hs
writes'dpchur

KosstLer, SggLIgggg gg, SWSL, crane. Dsphns Hardy (modern
Ldbrary NIltion, Sew York& Tbs Sasmlllsn Co»» Lptl) ~ p 100.



When I think of the exaltation and blind ardour of its
uprising, the breaking-out, the breaking-up, the breaking
down; the pux'ifying and fresh start, the national new
birth of ten years ago& that seemingly religious intoni
cation - - which then betrayed itself to any intelligent
person for what it was by its crudity, vulgarity, gangs
terimx, sadism, degradation, filthinsss - » . . . We drank
- - for we Germans perennially yearn for intoxication --
and under its spell through years of deluded high l.iving,
we committed a superfluity of shameful deeds, which now must
be paid for.2

The similarity between religion and ideology is portrayed in

Bread and Wine. Silone demonstxates this through his hera& Pietro

Spina. Silons draws an obvious symbolic pax'allel between the Church

and the Party. Pietro, a Communist party member, has returned to his

native laud& ill snd under indictment. He must conceal his identify

in the role of the priest& Don Paolo, while he regains his health. As

a boy in church schools hs had been very religious an& had hoped to be-

come a saint. But he had left the church in disgust when he saw the

schism between its actions and what it preached:

That disgust had provided his sole impulse for Joining the
socialists . . . Nis return to Italy had been an attempt
to . . . Set away Exam the Marsist bureaucracy, to return
to the rank-and-file and recapture in action the enthusiasm
that had oxiginally led him into the movement.3

Pietro points out that in his career as a Mar&est and revolutionary

he hss never mst nor read of a revolutionary who had became so out of

scientific conviction ox'conomic calculation. Tbe original impulse had

in every case been moral condeamation of enisting society.

Thomas Mann, Doctor Paustus: Ths Idfe of the Gerxmn Cmxposer
Al 1 1 hth 9 & tt ~h ~ftf M t 9 & & .Att.P.tt -(&&7 9 Ph:
Alf tf A. & pf19&~&,, p. 179.

3Ignssio Silons, Bread and Wine, Trans. Gwenda David and Eric
Nosbacher (Nsw York: Warper Sf Brothers, 1937)& p. 68.



Hs shows how the doctrine of the party soon tabes over& leaving

no chance for personal decisions and moral considerations. Party ideology

dictates his choice and Pietro questions this choice&

Has not truthd fOr me, become party truth'2 Has not
justice, for me, become party lustlce2 Have not party
interests ended by deadening all my di.scrimination be-
tween moral values2 Do 1 too, not despise them as
petty-bourgeois pre)udfces2 Have I escaped from the
opportunism of a decadent Church only to fall bondage
to the opportunism of a party24

Rubashov in analysing the reasons for his imprisonment shows how

an ideology can evolve. after the revolution there had been two factions

within the party, One, to which Rubashov belonged, thought the revolution

should be carried abroad in accordance with the Nsrafst philosophy. The

other group, to which No. 1 belonged, thought that rhis period was a time

of reaction ail that they should fortify their position and wait until

the world wss ready for another revolution. No. 1's policy won out snd

the purges followed in which those who continued to support what was no

longer part oi'he ideology - - world revolution now - were eliminated.

This type of conflict which can arise over aims within a single

ld dryly sll ill ssrsud D D slD syss sary sddw l
Bogrov, a hero of the revolution. He was enecuted during tha purges be-

cause he advocated the construction of submarines of large tonnage and

long range cspabil.itiee while No. 1's men advocated small submarines with

limited capabilities. Both sides had logical arguments yet the basic

problem lay outside the sphere of naval armsmsnts and in ths sphere of

long range policy, Big submarines meant a policy of aggression and thus

42bid.d p. 69.



the fuxthering of the world revolution. Small submarines, on the other

hand, meant coastal defense and therefore self defense and postponement

of the revolution. So Bogrov despite his loyalty to the revolution died

because of a change in ideological policy.

Those who argue that an ideology influences all spheres of society

are partially right. An ideology, st least as shown in Darkness at Noon,

can change direction and even some of its basic tenace yet the need to

conform to the current interpretation of the ideology xemains. As

Rubashov states itt
Our engineers work with the constant knowledge that an
error in calculation may take them to prison or the
scaffold; the higher officials in our administration
ruin and destroy their subordinates because they know
that they will be held responsible for the sl,ightest
slip and be destroyed themselves; our poets settle dis-
cussions on questions oi'tyle by denunciations to the
Secret police, because the ezpressionists consider the
naturalistic style counter - revolutionary, and vice
verse.S

The ideology of Nasl germany like other totalitarian ideologies

saw tbe state as an organism and the individual as a cell. Their doctrine

was basically ona of racial superiority. In The ~a~as-fifth Hour the pro-

tagonist, Johann Moxits, goes from Che position of prisoner to Chat of

prison guard through tbe discovery oi' Nasi anthropologist that he is a

member of "The Heroic Family. " The strength of tha racial instinct is
described by the anthropologist, Colonel Muellext

It was ths racial instinct of self-pxeservation, the eall
of the blood, that safeguarded the members of this family
from Che mortal sin of xacial intermarriage. Throughout
the history of this family there has not been a single



instant of it. That and that alone, explains how it
came about that the young man we have hers is an eacact
reproduction of his forei'sthers.

The Colonel wishes to construct an Anthropological Park in which

Johann ss specimen of the best of races can be preserved snd carefully

bred. The usual negative aspects of racism are illustrated in Johann's

original arrest. He was listed as a Jew by an envious villager and was

arrested and sent to a labor camp.

Bread and Mine because of its setting is partially the storyoi'talian

peasantry under Pascism. The peasant before all else is a

realist. He accepts and even when necessary celebrates the Pascist

government. The actual ideology of the government makes little difference

to him. The fact that the government, constructed around whatever ideol-

ogy, enacts is what matters. As Pietro describes the peasants3

The poor people in the street were caught in the Land of
Propaganda like fishes in e net. There was little to
understand. The net was there for the fish, the net was
reality& the only reality that counted. Mhether the
Propsg~ was right or wrong was a problem for idle
brains.

In a discussion with Murcia, who has been an informer for the

police within the party, Pietro defines the working of party ideology

and morality~ Every party is based on a definite ideology and is equipped

with a corresponding morality, which is codified in ob)ective rules. Oi'ten

these rules are very like those wi,th which every man is inspired by his

own conscience, often they axe the very reverse."

C Virgil Cheorghiuy Tha ~TNent ffiifth Hour ~ trans Hits Eldon
(Pocket Book Edition, Hew York: Simon and Schuster, 1967), pp. 155-156.

7Silone, Stead and. Mine, p. 164.

Ibid., pp. 211-212.
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The use of au ideology as a rallying point for the population is

not reinforced by these novels except in Doctor Faustus. The peasants

of Silone's novel accept only what exists, while the masses of Koestler's

novel remain the unknown "X" of the equation. In Gbeorghiu's novel

ideologies as such are hardly dealt with, for to him all western civili-

xation is based on the ideology of technology.

Gheorghiu acceses western technological civili.sation of sacrifi-

cing the individual to bureaucracy and statistics. Father Koruga, the

father of novelist Traian Koruga and a Rumanian Orthodox priest, sees

little difference between the western nations. He expresses this feeling"

Democracy, foL example as a form of social organisation
is undoubtedly superior to totalitarianism, yet neverthe-
less it represents human life only ia its social dimension.
To consider democracy as an end in itself is to kill human
life by reducing it to a single dimension. This is the
very mistake that the Nasis and the Communists have made.

This human sacrifice is also one of the wager concerns of Rubashov

in Darkness at Noon. Rubashov argues that the one Basic precept oi'll
ideologies is the infamous ethic that the end )ustifies the means. Ivanov,

his original inquisitor argues with him claiming that there are after all
only two basic concepts of human ethics. One is Christian and humane

declaring the individual sacrosanct and the other, Ivanov claims, "starts

from the basic principle that a collective aim )ustifies all means, and

not only allows, but demands, that the individual should in every way be

subordinate and sacrificed to the community - - which may dispose of it
as an experimentation rabBit or a sacrificial lamb."

9Gheorgbiu& Hour, p. 283.

Koestler, Darkness, p. 157.
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In the two dvstopiss we gain a slightly different view of ideology

and itsuse by the state. Once again the basic premise is tbe organic ons

- - the state ie the organ and the individual a mere cell aud thus dispens-

able. As O'Brien, the interrogator of the protagonist winston Smith,

points out in 1984: "The individual is only a cell. The wearinses of the

cell is the vigor of tbe organism. Do you die when you cut your finger

mlls7 "
Xn 1984 the Party - - Ingsoc - - has gree out of tbe earlier

socialist movensnt and hcs used socialist phraseology in its ideology.

gy Winston's time the Party's ideology has one central tenet - the

mutability ot'be past. Xts whole ideology can be ammed up in its three

slogans'AR XS PEACE, PtIEEBN4 IS SIAVEBV~ ICHOEAHCE XS SIRE~~ o These

slogans along with the evarchanging past and constantly decreasing vooabu

lary lead to s great sensa of insecurity within the Party. The plan is
for even the slogans to gradually change as concepts like freedom completely

disappear. Then the whole climate of thought will change and there will

bs complete orthodozy. As Syne, tho philogist and specialist in Hewspesh,

ezplslnst "Xn fact there will be no thought, as we understand it now.

Ortbodozy means not thinking « not needing to think. Orthodozy is un-

coaciousness."12 This, oi'ourse, would indeed be tho ultimate return to

Eden.

The Party continually worhs toward this goal. The language, Haws-

peak, is gradually being destroyed by constant elimination of words from

imorge thwe11, 1984, (Here York& Rmaourt grace and Co., Inc.,
1949), p. P17.

12Xbid., p. 47,



ths vocabulary. Tha need to conform vfth Percy propaganda also leeds

tcvard Orthodosy. Hhen the kEnfstry of Pleaty decreases tha ration of

chocolate they anaouace that they are increasing it. The Party trains

its members to stop short of aay «raftorous thought no matter vhac their

senses tell them. As winston points outs 'The Party told you to re)eet

Che evidence of your eyes and ears. It vas their final, most essential

comms d."13

Ths reason for the goal of'omplete orthodony fs the Party'

need to stay ia paver. The party'B assessment of. the past fs chat govern

ments fell because they hsd ossified or because they had grcwn soft. Soma

had Become stupid snd arrogant and thus failed to ad)ust co changes aad

vere overcbrovn. Others had become liberal aad cowardly, mahiag con

cesafons when they should have used force and so they bad fallen. Coll-

stefa, a former member of the Inner Party snplcfns this theory fa his boohi

They f'ell . . . either through coascfousness or unconscious
nasa. It fs the achievement of ths Party to have produced a
system of thought fn uhfch both condftfoas can cnfst sfmul
caneously. Aad upon no other intellectual basis could the
dominion of tbe Party be made permanent. If one fs to mle
sad Co contiaue ruling one must be able to dislocate the
sense of reality. Por the secret of rulershfy is to combine
a belief fn one's ovn infallibility vfth tha power to learn
from pest mfstshes. 1A

This art of simultaneous eonsefousaess aac uacoascfousaess fs best

frustrated in the process of "doublethiah" mhfeh is fa reality a vast

system of. mental cheating. It fs a process of linking opposites together

- - putting bnovledge ufth ignorance, cynicism vfch fanaticism. The are

fs to hold tho cvo opposing thoughts fn the mfad at the same time wichouc

13ibid„p, 69.

14Ibid,, p. 177.



being confused. This is one of the chief marks of Oceanic society in

1984. The names of the four governing ministries of this society are

perfect easmples of "doublethiuk." The Ministry of Truth deals with

rearranging the past. Tha Ministry of Love deals in torture. Ths

Ministry oi'eace is the war department. The Ministry of plenty plans

below subsistence consumption for the population.

Winston Smith is an employee of the Ministry of Truth where he

spends his days in a cubicle rewriting newspaper articles oi'hs past

so that they fit tbe present realities. The enemies of past wars sre

turned into allies, past speeches are changed to reflect present realities,
people sre removed from and added to ths historical record. The ultimate

aim seems to be the confusion of truth aud falsehood so that ths govern-

ment may remain in power.

The United State of Zamiatinps We is a society based on maths

matical logic, Here the individual is described variously as part of ths

mighty sum or as a cog in the great state machine. The heart of this

society's ideology is The Tables. Their historical antecedent is the

Official Railway Guide which is considered the greatest monument of ancient

literature. The Tables are a precise plan for the day. 9-3O3, the builder

ot the ~tare l, ep ehtp, te th pr team1 t eal earl tae rh ata t
of ths Tables:

dt the same minute we wake up millions of us at once. dt
ths very same hour, millions like one, we begin our work
snd millions like one, we finish it. United into a single
body with a million handsp st the very same sscond ~ designed
by the Tables we carry the spoons to our mouthed't the same
second we all go out to walk, go to the auditoriump to the



halls for the Taylor exercises& and then to be4.15

But the Tables are not really complete since between four and

five in the afternoon and nineand ten'n the evening there is no universal

activity in the plan. During these two hours the gran4 sum of the Baited

State 4issolves into separate numbers for the personal hours. Yet D 503

has hops for these bours& "But X firmly believe, 1st them call me an

idealist, a dreamer~ that sooner or later we shall somehow fic4 s place

in the general formula for these hours. Somehow all 86,400 seconds will

be incorporated in the Table of the Hours."

This is obviously the ultimate in Mens where twenty-two out of

the twenty-four bours are preordained and only two widely separated hours

ars left in which one might be faced with any sort of decision making.

The whole system, as D-503 gleefully points out, is built on a scientific

ethic which all the "ancient's Rants" could not devise, it is a simple

ethic based on adding, subtracting, multiplying snd dividing. Uhfortu-

nately, a small part oi'hs machine does occasionally break down, but this

is usually bandied swiftly so that the repair work does not even stop the

i'unctioning of tbe great stats machine.

Xn order for this United State to be crested at the close of the

two hun4red years war two things - - hunger and love - - had to be con-

cpwred. Hunger was conquered by the development of petroleum food; love

15gugene Zamiatin, We~ trans. Gregory Zilboorg (Hew York& g. p.
Dutton 4 Co. ~ 1924) ~ p. 12. X believe that the Xuyior for whom the
enercises are name4 and whose great wisdom& for an ancients ie admired
in other parts of the novel must be the American, Frederick W. Taylor
who, in the early days of the twentieth century, pioneered "scientific
management. "

16Xbid.



by a law which, stated that, "a Number may obtain a license to use any

other Number as a senual product."17

at one point D 503 reveals that the aim described in 1984 of

blending the conscious and unconscious so that the unconscious is des

troyec has occurred in this society. After an incident involving

a most unconventional Number be hns his first dream. Dreams in the

Sated 8tate are considered a serious mrntal disease, as are souls.

There are other similarities with 1984 in the United State, for here

too freedom is equated with evil. Preedcm and crime are thought to be

closely related since without freedom crime wouhi be impossible. "The

way to rid msn of criminality is to rid him of freedom. "18

With hunger and love out of the wsy there are s few minor vices

to be tahen care of, for here a Number is not allowed to destroy himself

by irregular hours or the use of such things as nicotine or alcohol.

Thus the whole of man is directed to the state. Even the energy of pbets

is harnessed for the good of the state. poetry has become a commodity

which is used mainly to support the ideology of the state. Xt uot only

performs the usual i'unction of singing of the glory of the state but

also moralizes, lectures and instructs.

In spite of the mathematical perfection, the sameness and equality

of the people in uniforms, food, living space and so forth, the gaited

17Xbid. ~ p. 22. The whole problem of sex is neatly taken care of
by categorizing people according to their needs and allowing them the
partner or partners necessary. Xn 1984 the problem is solved by educating
the people, particularly the women, to avoid sea. The basis of these
opposing yet similar philosophies is to prevent the establishment of any
close relationship to which citizens would devote their energies and
emotions rather than to the state.

18Xbid.kg p. 34.



State, lihe Oceania, must turn the human being into a complete automation

in order to maintain control. In Oceania this will be achieved when

Orthodoxy is i'inally accomplished. In the United State it will tahe a

frontal lobotomy.

Tbe novels of this study seem to support both theories about

ideologies. The theory postulated by the Friedrich-grsesinshi model that

ideologies are doctrines, permeating and directing every phase of life as

st 1 1y leylift& t m. I D rh a a th 1 tio

doctrine is shown as is tha need to follow the current viewpoint of the

party at every level which is also a necessity in H84, and greed and

Wine, Although the presence of an ideology does not eliminate decision

making in these novels, it reduces the process to a minimum and mahes the

wrong choice a lethal one.

At the same time, these novels, with the exception of We, support

Cassinelli's theory that the ideology is not a doctrine which cannot be

changed but rather s basic way of viewing the world whose suriliary views

csn bs changed at a moment's notice. The constant change of enemies snd

allies in 1984 which are only surface changes in a policy dedicated to

constant warfare is an example of this view. Another is the decision in

Darhness at Noon that despite the Narcist belief in fomenting world revo-

lution, the Party will build up the lasS of the revolution and wait.

Cassinelli's contention that the goal of the totalitarian ideology is
tOC Slit II t f k K~ 4 Sh f 9 I'I tll0 4 thBMO SSkcp

of following the party line end the vital necessity of guessing correctly what

the future Hne will be. Eis contention that ths method used by the totali-
tarian state to reach this goal is to confuse the population is perfectly



illustrated in 1984, where ths aim of all propaganda is to erase the

differences between truth and falsehood in order to attain absolute

power.

The novelists'nalyses of totalitarian ideology differ in many

intricate ways, ahaost in as many ways as there are hinds oi'deologies

in these novels. In certain of the novels the ideology is an elaborately

worhed out philosophy with an answer to almost every conceivable problem,

In others the ideology is pure faith in the superiority of the state and

its beloved ruler so that any question can Be answered in accordance

with ths current party line.

The ideologies which we have seen in these novels can be classified

in two rather simplistic categories. Ideologies based on reason such as

eh at II Ra tH Mm,o td lgke a ado ewocl h

as those in Bread and Wins, The ~en'-fifth gour, Doctor Faustus and 1984.

It must be hept in mind that the erotional ideologies are merely a front

for a logical drive to ultimate power and that the logical ideologies

foster emotions directed to the state.

It would seem that the real essence of a totalitarian ideology is
in its superseding of religion, fot'he ideology does not function as a

guideline but as a faith. Like all faiths it serves as a focusing point

for mysticism and emotions. Ths emotional appeal of an ideology helps to

bring the totalitarian party to power. But the ideology must be continually

reinforced and the people constantly indoctrinated with it. The most

effective means for achieving this goal is the communications system. To

further understand the uses and affects of ideology it is necessary to

study the control and use of communications in the total.itarian society.



TOTAL CONTROL OP CCRRNBiXCATIONS

Tons of printed paper repeat the government slogans;
thousands of loud speakers, hundr&sis of thousands of
manifestoes and leaflets, legions of orators in the
square and at the crossroads, thousands of priests
from the pulpit repeat these slogans ad nauseam to
the point of collective stupefaction.

Silone, Bread and 1Jine

Zt is by this constant barrage of propaganda that the totali-

tarian government indoctrinates tbe populace with its ideology. Not

only are the mass media under direct government control& but all other

means of communicating the ideology are also controlled. Although tbe

educational system is under state control the system of ideological

training of the young is by no means limited to the schools. The

youth groups formed by the party are of equal& perhaps greater, impo»-

tense than the schools. Xn these groups not only can the youth be in

doctrinated with the ideology and prepared for future party membership

but leadership potential can be carefully watched and directed.

This is the positive side of total control of tbe communications

media but there is a negative side as well. Zn order for the complete

control of communications to be effective the population must be pro-

tected from alien ideas. This can be done in a variety of ways. One

method is the destruction of any seemingly antagonistic literature,

philosophy, history, science and so forth by such crude methods as book

burning or such sophisticated methods as rewriting them to fit the current
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ideological outlook. The ideas and ideologies of other countries are

kept out by constructing green walls ox'x'on curtains. Nith the popu-

lation protected from outside influences the totalitarian government

can then proceed with its indoctrination.

In order for the totalitarian regime to promote its ideology

through mass media it must master certain basics. The totalitarian ideo-

logical view must seem historically imperative; past history must point

to it as the ultimate conclusion. It is also basic that the party and

its ideology present a united fx'ont if the ideology ie to be accepted,

Recense man is historically an inconsistent creature, the mastering of

these basics necessitate some changes in his historical record. This is

most often done by changing the history of the totalitarian regime itself
so that it coincides with the current ideological viewpoint.

This is discussed in Darkness at Noon. Rubashov recalls his days

as head of a trade delegation in anothex country, )ust prior to the

second great purge trial. The atmosphere in the legation was strained.

Photographs and portraits that had hung for years were removed leaving

behind light patches on the walls, while the shelves of ths library grew

thinner and thinner. Most of the books on the history and antecedents of

the revolution, on finance, on trade unionism, on the problems of political

constitutions which were more than two years old, works by living authors,

and even the encyclopedia disappeared. New books with new footnotes and

mw histories arrived to take their place, As Rubashov Jokingly renarks:

''Tbe only thing left to be done was to publish a new and revised edition

of the back numbers oi'll tbe newspaper. "

Koestler, Daxkness, p. 112.



Rubashov may have thought it a )oke but Just that sort of revision

is Mlnston Smith's like work in 1984. His )ob is to correct back issues

of the Times. Others take care of correcting books, periodicals, pamph-

lets, posters, leai'lets, films, sound tracks, cartoons, photographs, any

conceivable kind of literature or documentation that might hold any

political or ideological significance. The reason for this, as Winston

explains it is that, "in this way every prediction made by the Party

could be shown by documentary evidence to have been correct; nor was

any item of news, nor any expression of opinion, which conflicted with

the needs of the moment aver allowed to remain on record. "I

The Party in 1984 completely controls history and changes it at

will. Not only can those who have offended the Party be eliminated from

the stream of history but, when necessary& people who never existed can

be added to the historical record to exaaplify the virtues the Party

wants stressed. winston at one point creates a Comrade Ogilvy for the

Party and describes the result, "Comrade Ogilvy, who had. never axis"ed

in the present, now existed in the past and when once the act of- forgery

was forgotten he would exist )ust as authentically, and upon the same

evidence as Charlemagne or Julius Ceasar."3

The identity of "the enemy" is the most often changed feature in

the rewriting of history. In 1984 there are three nations in the world

- - Oceania, Eurasia and Eastasia. At any given point in their history

two are always asked against the third, but the alliances are always

being shifted. winston is well aware, because of his work, that Oceania

IOrweD, 1984, p. 36.

3Ibid. ~ p. 43.



has again changed enemies. When this sort of change occurs the records

must be corrected to show Chat the current enemy has always been the

enemy. As Smith enplains, "Oceania was at war with Eurasia therefore

Oceania hsd always been at war with Eurasia. The enemy of the moment

always represented absolute evil, and it followed that any past or future

agreement with him was impossible."4

This facility to alter history msy seem imaginative and typically

dystopian. Buc it is echoed in che conversation of Don Paolo with some

village boys in /read aud Wine. The boys have been arguing and he asks

the cause. He is Cold that in the game they are playing one side is al-

ways Italy and the other is the hereditary enemy but they are confused

over who the hereditary enemy isi

For a long time our teacher said our hereditary enemy was
France snd Yugoslavia. Then she said it was Japan. Sut
this morning she said; "Children the new hereditary enemy
is Ehgland." But there's a chapter in our schoolbook with
che heading: "The Age Long Friendship between Sngland snd
Italy." So ncw we'e completely pussled. Who's wrongp
our teacher or che bookf . . . The Book . . . It was
printed last yearp so it's out-of-date. 3

In We what remains of Che historical record after the two hundred

years war is kept intact. A house that belonged to ancienc times is pre-

served as a museum. The past is treated with ridicule in this most logical

of sccieciesp the historians deride the time when humans wasted their lives

and destroyed themselves by their illogical life patterns. After Che abor-

ttoe tree t t peers sbe ~bt I by ebe r b Illo s esse rs a6 tb

who live outside the wall& there is a change in the governmental policy

4lbido ~ po 32e

Silone, Bread and LJinep p. 52.



toward history. The government decides to perform what amounts to

frontal lobotomies on the population to cure it of the illness of fancy.

The capture attempt which led to this decision causes the historians of

the society to resign. In the proclamation announcing the operation it
is stated that "the historians of the United State have all tendered

their resignations so as to be relieved from having to record such

shameful occurrences. " It would seem that although the history of

past ages can be accepted the history which would include the failures

of the current regime itself cannot be recorded,

The most bacbward of the societies under discussion is that if
the peasants in gilone's Bread and Mine. Here the technological strides

of the twentieth cenCury have made little impact. Although the govern-

ment controls the mass media, it has little direct effect on the life of

the peasants. Despite the printing of tons of. propaganda very little
gets to the country side. In one scene the schoolmistress of Pietraseca,

as part of her duties, reads the official press to the assembled villagers,

Che msjoriCy of whom are illiterate. They constantly interupt to ask very

logical and literal questions which completely confuse her. She finally

has to resort to telling them they must not tahe the paper literally but

try to understand it in a spiritual sense. This does little to heighten

the impact of the propaganda.

The radio has a somewhat different effect, although it is not in

evidence in Don Paolo's village. In fact the only radio mentioned in the

novel is in Fossa, the largest tawn in the diocese. Here the people of

Ggamiatin, He& p. 166.



the area have gathered to hear the broadcast of the declaration of war

against Ethiopia. Although few are close enough to actually hear the

broadcast, the patriotic spirit engulfs the crowd. Don Paolo watches

the scene with trepidation:

There came to his mind tbe fear he had once felt when he
had attended a seance. ~ ~ ~ the fear he had always ex-
perienced, even in later years, whenever he was faced with
any manifestation of the primitive and irrational forces
that lie dormant in individuals and in the mass. How was
one to reason with poor people who had fallen under the
spell of a hypnotic wisardXI

As far as Spina is concerned, propaganda per se can have little effect.

The peasants have always lived by facts and if forced to choose between

facts and words they will always abide by facts. He thinks "the peasants

accept the dictatorship not because they are convinced by its propaganda,

but because the dictatorship is a fact."g

Xn Darkness at Noon, the party puts forth a greater effort than

that seen in Bread and Mtine, to indoctrinate the population. Not only

do they repeat slogans as in Bread and Mine but see that all explanations

are carefully simplified and dramatized. GXetkin, one of Rubashov's

interrogators, who feels he is much closer to the masses than the intel-

lectuals, Xvanov and Rubashov, argues: "tdhat is presented as righ™st
shine like gold; what is presented as wrong must be black as pitch. For

consumption by the masses, the political process must be colored like

ginger-bread figures at a fair."

Xn 1984, the peasants or Proles, as they are called, are ignored

by the propaganda. The mass media are used simply to entertain them.

ygilone, Bread and Mine, p. 163.

Xbid., p. 139.

9Koestler, Darkness'. 234
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Yet the mass media are fully exploited to indoctrinate the Party members.

There are throughout the London of the novel& posters with the picture of

Big Brother so contrived that the eyes follow the onlooker »here ever he

moves. The caption "Big Brother is watching you" runs underneath the

picture. There are telescreens which can be turned down some but never

off and through Chem comes a constant barrage of propaganda. They are

also used as watching devices by the police.

Everyday at work instead of a coffee break there is the 'wo

Minutes Hate." The movie the workers are shown during this break varies

from day to dsy although ths basic format remains the same. The villain

of the piece is always Goldstein& once one of the leading figures of the

parry uow considered to be a traitor and the leader of "The Brotherhood,"

a group which aims at violent overthrow of the government. Goldstein is

shown as the primal traitor from whom all subsequent crimes against the

Party have sprung. The film raises the fury of its viewers and soon they

are growling with hatred and flinging things at screen. All participate

in this orgy of hatred. Winston feels "the horrible thing about the Two

Hinutas Hate was not that one was obliged to act a part but that ic was

impossible to avoid Joining in. "1 At the end of the film a picture of

Big Brother always appears filling the screen with a mysterious calm and

a sense of his power. The viewers begin to chant his initials and the

chant becomes a hymn& not unlike the chanting of "BOO CHAT" by the peasants

of Bread and Wine as they listen to war being declared on Ethiopia, for

both result in a form of self.-hypnosis. Winston describes it as "partly

a sort of hymn to the wisdom and ma)esty of Brother, but still more

100rwell 1984& p. 16



51

it was an act of self-hypnosis."11

Sig Brother and Goldstein serve as focal points for diametrically

opposed emotions. Goldstein is used ss a focal point for the expression

of all the pent-up frustrations of the ugly, repressed life lived by ths

Party membership. Sig Brother, who is never seen in person, is the symbol

for the Party. Ris function is to act as a focus for all the love, fear

and reverence of the people since an individual can inspire these emotions

more readily than an organisation. Goldstein describes the position of.

Big Brother as "infallible and all Powerful. Every success, every achieve-

ment, every victory, every scientific discovery, all knowledge, all wisdom,

all happiness, all virtue are held to issue directly from his leadership

snd inspiration."12

The trial of Rubashov in Darkness at Noon is used to create the

same effect as is the opposing of Goldstein and Big Brother in 1984. That

is why Rubashov is warned to avoid awakening sympathy and pity for himself

at his trial. Sy doing this he would dangerously arouse emotions favor-

able to the opposition. Gletkin describes Rubashov's duty as helping "to

gild the Right, to blacken the Nrong. Your task therefore is to make the

opposition contemptible& to make the masses understand that opposition is

a crime and that leaders of that opposition are criminal.s. That is the

simple language the masses understand. " Sy mal.ing the opposition the

villain the Party becomes the hero.

The constant bombardment of the population with propaganda is effec-

tive. Yet the indoctrinal processes operating within the educational system

112bld., p. 18. Silone, Bread and Nine, pp. 162-164.

Orwell, 1984, p. 171.

Koestler, Garkness, pp. 237-238.
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and within the youth groups are in concert the most forceful means of

indoctrinating the young while at the same time it insulates them from

any negative or outside ideas or ideologies.

In the primitive totalitarian society of Bread and Wine the school

mistress attempts to propagate the government ideology but since she asks

the peasants to accept this ideology in its spiritual sense and not in

its factual sense the peasants simply shrug. The children are in school

for such a short period that the ideology has very little efi'ect on them.

In contrast to this society the educational system in We is quits

effective. Children are raised by the arete not in family units& for

they are no longer private property. They are kept in school until train-

ing for a particular )ob is completed and then each becomes a functioning

cog in the great state machine. The teacher of D-503 and his friend R had,

of course in this most logical of nations, been a mathematician and a

machine. They had been given, as axe the children of the current ere,

classes in Taylor and mathematics and were taught the law of the United

State by a priest who was also a machine.

Poetry and literature are used as propaganda forces and are focused

on the young. 'Tfathematical Norms" and "Thorns" are two of the more use-

ful poems. The first teaches the children to love the four rules of arith-

metic and the latter is a classic image of the state as a flower being pro»

tected from rough hands by the Cuardians who are thorns. There is also

the morality tale of "The Three Forgiven Ones." This is the story of three

litumbers who were given a month off from work. They were completely miser-

able and spent their time pretending to go about their work. After ten

days of keeping up this pretense they committed suicide. The effectiveness



ef this propaganda and cenditicming on the yooag is shown by hew little
propsNmda must be 4irected at the adults. The newspapers are, of course,

well controllei but thoro is no constant barrage of propaganda as in

~198 ~ Thoro sre )ust ths papers and a few poetic worhs whish ars reaL

by the adults sech as ths '%icily Odes to tbe Well.Doer," '"those LCho

Come Late to Worh" sml "Stances oa Son Rygisne."

Ths use of yeech groups to imloctrinste the young with the ideology

is best sheen in ~9 ~ Hero one oi the youth groups is hnewn ss 'Ths

Spies." Tide organisation turne out ungovarnabls children. Tet although

they are rebellious an& impossible for their parents to handle they have

ao tendency to rebel. against the Party snd instead, mlore it. They are

involvml in many activlcies. Ths games chsy play sra war games. Ths

hangings of prisoners or traitors wldoh tahe place once a month srs one

of Chair core favorite diversions. They also imlulge in more tra4itioasl

youth aotivLCies for they sing songsc march& hihe, drill with riflasc
cheer aml worship Big Brother. All their ferocity is turned outward

toward the enemiss of the state who seem to them to be everywhere oven

among the rnnhs of their ewn parents. Winston sayec "It ence almost normal

for people over thirty to be frightened of their children "14

Another group in Oceanic societyc hnewn as the "Junker dnti

Sen League," mlvocaCes complete celibacy for both scncas sn4 believes

ohildrea should be coacsivmL by artifical insemination and brought up in

public institutions. Ths League worha particularly hard at ingraining

chastity in womcm by early conditionice, games and cold water. The League

14Orwellc 1984, po S4.



achieves ite goal, ae winston comments by "Ths rubbish that was 4inned

into them Qvomeg st school snd in chs Spies smL the Youth League, by

Lectures» para40$» songs» slogans and martial music Chs natural feeling

had been 4riven ouc of chem.wig Ths party member is conditioned aud

trained so chat all his energies and thoughts ara directed toward the

current goal of the state.

Maes control of cmnm»nicstions is used by the totalitarian party

to eNecC two goals& the indoctrination of ths people wiCb the ideology

and a belief in tbe party's infallibility snd subsidiary to tbic Co

have the population tolerate currant conditions by having no e~s
of comparison. To accomplish Chic tbs population must bs cut oN from

foreign nations snd from Che psst&

Tha propaganda of the maes ma4ia is 4irected at effecting these

goals. Xa Chic propaganda rro basic characteristics of ths totalitarian

regime become sppareat. Xn or4er to indoctrinate ths masses with tbe

i4eology» «hs propaganda is couched in simple ecatenemcs which are con»

Stsntly reinforced. Xn Che simplistic statements of ths prop~ the

totalitarian state's complete disrespect for the human as an individual

ie as epparent as it is in the ideological concept of Chc individual ss

s single cell of s mighty organism. Ths totalitarian ideology creates

categories into which che individual must fit, asd it is ths propaganda

which conditions him to accept hie role. Ghsorgbiu in ~Th ~-fifth
LLour proceste against this 4~sation of msn. LLis boob is a cry for

«hs return to individualism. Trsisn ache ons of the dmarican oNicers in

1&Xbid.» p. 59.



charge of his prfsoa camp ff the fn4fvidual's guilt or innocence was of

any interest. Tha officer replicas

No ~ .. However much iC msy offeml your susceptibilities
as an miucste4 man with an fmffvfdualfetfc, thsologfca4
aesthetic snd humanitarian upbringing, there fs nothing
X can &o about f»... Our system may perhaps appear dry,
technical, and mathematical but ft is gust, The universe
itself functions fn a mathmiatfcal way and ao ons would
take it into his head co change its course or direction. 14

This sort of technical and mathematical approach to Justice fe

reflected fn ths use of mathmnatfccl equations to enylain human society

fn almost all chs ideologies presented fn these novels. Ss is pradi

cate4 on ft. Xn Darknsss ac ggon Subashov yofnts ouc chat politics oan

be equated with algebra, the science f'r 1asy people, where one doss

not have co uorh out X but oysraCss as if one knew whet ft meant. Hs

states that "fn our ease x stands for anonymous masses& the people's

politics mean operating with thfs fb without worrying about fts actual

asCure

The second oharactsristic which becomes apparent through chs pro-

paganda i,s of s paradonfcsl eaters. Ths propaganda is 4irectsd at Chs

individual fa order to destroy the individual. The proyaganda destroys

the unique individual human by appeslfng Co ths irrational forces inherent

fa each fn&fvidua4 This appeal co ths irrational fe most clearly showa

in the two dystopfas. As dfffercnt as light snd lark in Chair outward

appearances both the snfcsd seato and oceania must bring co the fore an4

thon control Chs irrational emotions. Xn boch sCates religion hse been

replaced by worship of tbs state. Both eocietiss find ft necessary co

personify che ccats - - oceania with Big srothsre che snfced stats with

15Oheorgbiu& ~ pi 220.

17Eoaecler ~ D@Fknp~ss pa Sdo



the Nell-Doer. The propaganda of Oceania creates fear and alienation

and then channels these emotions into a hypnotic worship of Big Brother.

The propaganda of the United State Joyfully celebrates the working of

ths great state machine and when a Number steps out of rank he is emecuted

at a quasi-religious ceremony at which the other Numbers celebrate ths

heavy hand of the Well-Doer.

The hypnotic power crested by these moments of hating or worship-

ping together erase the sense of alienation created by being a mere dis-

pensable cell. The individual feels the goy of being unified with his

fellow man in some great emotion.

the ideology of a totalitarian state sets the pattern for such a

society. Thus ths absolute necessity for the party in a totalitarian

state to control all media through which its ideology is taught and con-

stantly reini'oread is evident, The youth group emerges as one of the

most important means of teaching tbs ideology and arousing the irrational

emotions through which each individual loses his uniqueness. Tbe con«

trolled cemmmications system lays ths ground work for the enforcement

of'he ideology. Ths tons for the terroristic police control is set in

the propaganda. The ideology sets the pattern for society, tbs c~-
cations system reinforces it snd prepares the population for its enforce-

ment by police control.



The?and of Propaganda is built on unanimity .. ~

if one man says "ao " Chs spell is Srohan snd
public order is endangered. The rebel voice must
be stilled»

gallons, ~ sgd Wine

To still the rebel voice the totalitarian state must crests an

elaborate machinery of terror» This use of terror by the twentieth

ceatury cocalitarien state has fascinated the novelists mars thea any

of the other components of such a state» probably because ic is the most

inherently dramatic aspect of such a state. Ths use of terror and its
sKeet upon iCs victims affords tho novelist a multitude of dramatic

situations. Ths range between Che inhumanity of Che perpecracor of

terror and the often indmsitable human spirit of the vicuhc gives ths

novelist an opportunity co portray che paredones of benasty.

Tbe totalitarian stats's used i'or consensus is the basis for

terroristic police control. To effect, this necessary unanimicy the

machinery of «error» usually based on en elastic criminal cods& is can

structed» This machinery includes along with che police» methods of in

formation gathering» prisons, camps, puages snd public Crisis»

Xa the dystopia created in Ramistic's We the need ior unanimity is
pronounced» aml those who rebel are silenced. The announccmsnt of a

Holiday of Justice» means, as 9»5Q3 enplatns, "Chat again some number has

iupeded Che sNOOth running of Che great sCsts machine." Ths offending

igsmiatkn» We» p» Rd»
SZ



llleber ll| be literally liq td t d 0 ahts holllsy 0 k llm~ t I
the members of ths original revolutionary party who do not go along with

8'o. 1 are liquidated or as in 1984 offending party members are "vsporised."

But the Iolidsy of Justice is not Che most important holiday in Che gaited

Stats, that holiday is Cbc Day of Dssnimity which illustrates quite effec-

tively the totalitarian stats's «sed for consensus, On Chic holiday the

whole population gaChers to vote in public. D-903 describes Che dayt

Tomorrow is the day of tha yearly election of the Wcll-
Doer. Tomorrow wa shall, again baud over «o our well
Doer Che keys to the impraguabls foLtrees of our bsppi-
nsss ~ ~ . The elections themselves have a rather symbolic
meaning. They remind us that - to uss tho language of
the "gospel" of tbs ancients - - we ars a united church.
The history of ths Suited state knows uot a single ease
in which upon Chic solemn dsy even a solitary voice bss
dared co violate the magnificienc unison.f

In order co be ready to silence any voices raised in opposition co

Che regime a complicated system of information gathering must be orgsniscd.

Xn each of ths totalitarian societies this system works well. 1»»igi Duties

in /read snd Wine describes this system ss iC operated in Psscist Italy.

Xt is wall known that the police have their informers in
every section of avery big factory, in every bank in every
big office. In avery block of flats the porter is by lsw,
a stool pigeon of the police. Xn every proi'ession, in
every club» in every syndicate» the police have their rsmf.-
fications, Their informers ara legion, whether they work
for a miserable pittance or whether their only incentive is
tbs hope of advancement in their careers. This sCate of
affairs spreads suspicion sud distrust throughout sll classes
of «he population. On this degradation of msn into a fright
oned animal who quivers with lear and, hates his neighbor in
his fear, and watches him, betrays him» sells him snd then
Hves in fear of discovery» the dictatorship ie based ~ . ~

The real orgsnisacion on which the present system in this
country is based is thc secret manipulation of fear.3

gxbid.» p. 129. Actually che Day of Unanimicy that is celebrated
in the novel turns out quite differently beoauss of a well planned
rebellion, see.pp. 131-137.

~giionc» Dread and ~Hans p. XO9.
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An official at the Cexmsn factory where Borite of The Ments-fifth

~ is part of the slave labor force mahes it cleax that Cenam infor-

mation gathering is equally as efficient as the Italian. LLe tells LLorite

that "in the Carman Reich every single one of youx movements is observed

. ~ You can do nothing without our baMg informed at once. We can read

youx very thoughts. We photograph every Mea in your head st least ten

times a day.'+

gubashov in BarL ness at Boon mahes it evMent that tha elaborate

machinery of the pol.ics for gathering infoxmation by which to pumLsb those

who oppose the regime creates a society of terrox. LLe soya, 'qLe have

built up the most gigantic police appaxatus, with informers wads a national

institution, and with the most xefinei scientific system of physical and

mental torture we ship the groaning masses of the country towards a theo-

retical future hsppineas."

It is in the dyetopias that tbs systems of information gathering

reach their ultimate forms. In 1984 the Thought police are official

gatberors of information but they ars helped by many amateurs. As mentioned

earlier the youth gxoup known as tbc Spies is helpful in this tash. Winston

comments after observing his neighbor's children that, 'hardly a week passed

in which the Times dM not carry a paragraph describing how some eavesdrop-

ping little snsah 'child hero'as thc phrase generally used - - had

overheard same compromising remark and denounced his parents to tbs Thought

poUce."8

Chaorghiuy LEoury po 139e

LLoestier, LLarhness, p, 159,

6Cruelly 1984'o 24'
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There are also much more elaborate methods of keeping watch ami

gathering information. The telescreen which is used for watching as well

as viewing is the most omnipresent method. They are everywhere in homes,

offices, lunchrooms, bars, social halls. But this close supervision is

limited to Party members, close observation not being necessary for the

Proles who are kept busy with manual labor, pubs, lotteries and families.

The Thought Police exert only a slight influence among this, the largest

segment of the population. As Uinston observes„ "a fsw agents of the

Thought Police moved always among them, spreading false rumors and mark-

ing down and eliminating the few individuals who were fudged capable of

becoming dangerous . . . As the Party Slogan put it 'Proles and animals

are free.'"y

Xn l4e control is made even easier by the fact that the whole city

is made of glass and each Somber lives within a glass cubicle. Here, in

a society based on rationality and mathematics in which man is given a

number instead of a name, the police are known as the Bureau of Guardians.

They watch over the population and loyal Numbers inform not only on others

but on themselves as well. These Guardian "angels" can also hover over the

city in their aeros and listen in on conversations by a system which D-503

describes as "membranes Cirhichg are handsomely decorated and are placed

over all the avenues, registering street conversations for the Bureau of

GuaLdians.'et in the end even all these precautions do not avail. After

votes against the well-Doer are heard on the Day of Unanimity and an attempt

is made to capture and escape with the Xntregral the ultimate solution to

yXbidos p. 62.

ggamiatln, Me, p. 51.
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ths business oi'eeping the population under control is applied. The

Operations Department proceeds to operate on the whole population with

the exception of the leaders to create human automatons.

The prisons and camps of a totalitarian society are the most feared

elements in the terroristic police control of such a society. To describe

the prisons and camps is a difficult task. A few passages of a novel

quote4 out of content can hardly give the true sense of horror one receives

reading the novel ln its entirety when the cumulative effect can be pro-

duced. Two of the novels in this study are almost totally concerned with

life within camps and prisons - - Koestler's Darkness at Hoon and Cheorghiu's

The ~TWent -fifth Hour.

The ~ate-fifth Hour is the story of Johann Merits& a Homanian

peasant. He is reported to the authorities incorrectly but intentionally

as a Jew snd is sent to a Homanian labor camp. From hers he proceeds

through a variety of camps& prisons, and forced labor gangs to become a guard

in s German prison camp where he helps three Frenchmen escape and accompanies

them. After a brief but glorious period of freedom he is imprisoned by the

Allies and is tried st Nuremberg snd imprisone4 again.

As Johann goes through his fifteen or so imprisonments it is made

progressively more evident that there ie no dii'ference in the camps no matter

whet national group creates them in the name of what ideology or what purpose,

The only thing which is quite clear is that the individual as an individual

is totally ignored; only categories of people are important to any of the

nations of western technological civilisation. Traian Koruga, the novelist

whose novel is contained within Gheorghiu's, claims that this denial of the



individual is the first snd most important step touar4 totalitarianism.

"The first symptom .. ~ is contempt for the human being."p Hot only is

the icdividualps humanity reduced in the prisons sn4 camps but even his

physical being until the characters of ~i ~enter-fifth Hour resemble

statues by Oiscometti.

hta prese r a asses at hase ts the p sea r she reset parsee

of ths late thirties. Rubashov, one of the feat remaining original revolu-

tionariesh is arrested aa4 brought to prison. His first questioner is
Xvanov, an intellectual like himselfp who is later summarily executed for

tending to side with Rubashov. His next inquisitor is Oletkin wham

Rubashov describes as s Heaadertbalh a "barbarian of che nsv era which is
aow starting."14 Rubashov is lsd by Gleckin to argue and then accept point

by point Che coai'ession hs will eventually sign. He is not Corture4 encept

by lack of sleep sa4 questioning under bright lights. Oletkin eaplsins ths

reason for this lack of physical torture, "besides chere is a certain type

of accused who confesses under pressure buc recant st the public crial. You

belong to Chat tenacious kind. The political utility of your confessioa at
Che trial will be in its voluntary character."11 Glethin admits that 4espite

his disgrace Rubashov can look forward to the fact thaC, "after the victory

... the material oi'he secret archives will be published. Then the world

will learn what was in the background... Then you, snd some of your friends

of the older generation will be given Che sympathy and pity which are denied

you today. "12

9
~hh t', peer, p 37

10ha ether perh ee p tar
11Xbid.h p. 220.

12Xbide, pe 239.



Ths prison of 1984 - - the Hinistry of Love - - is an entirely

different matter. O'Srisng Winston's interrogator makes clear that in

his prisons no martyrs are created like those that were created by the

Xnquisition in the LLLddle Ages or by the Basis acd Ihassian Communists in

ths twencisth canonry. Ha blames the creation of these martyrs primarily

on «he fact that the confessions were obviously extorted by torture and

basically untrue. Xn the Ministry of 1uve they ses that all the confessions

uttered are true amL they no longer allow the dea4 to rise up as did the

martyrs of the psst. Here not only are che confessions true buc history

itself is revised co do away with any chance of martyrdom. Don paolo in

preedl and one also mentions the problems caused by cresting martyrsL

"killing a man who says 'Ho." is a risky business... because even a

corpse can go on whispering 'HoL Hot No." with a persisCence and obstinacy

that only certaLn corpses sre capable ofi And how can you silence a corpse2"13

To avoid )ust this sort of problem O'rien will see that Winston is lifted

out of the stream of history. As hs tells Winatoni "Nothing will remain of

you ~ ~ ~ You will be annihilated in the psst as well as in the future. Tou

will never have enlaced.''LA

Thus O'Brien's aim and Oletkin's are quite different. There seems to

be an unspoken agreenant between Oletkin an4 Rsbsshov in their duel of words.

1f Olatkin can prove the basis of a charge to be Cree, even if only by sane»

thing of a logically abstract nature, then Subashov will silos him ths free-

dom to insert any mincing details. Olethin's aim is to have Snbashov's con

fession ring true so he will sacrifice himself to the party even knowing his

13Silone, Bread and ~Wine p. LSA.

L4Orwell, l989C, p. 210.



ianocencs of the particular cheeses. O'rien wants instead co mshs sure

ther the final surrender is total. The sim is to completely convert the

heretic, Co bring bim to Che government's si4e boch heart snd soul so that

hs totally believes his own confession before bie eaecution. O'rien can-

not eccepC deviation even et che iastsnt of 4eath i'or he will have no ua-

repencsnC corpsese

O'Brien's sim is to have Winston accept ss truth whatever Che Party

says is true. O'rien holds four iingers before Winston's eyes an4 tries

Co convince him using shock treatments that he is holding up five fingers.

WinsCon at first finds it impossible Co dewy what he sees but grs4uslly he

comes to accept whatever O'rien says. Tbe danger of starting Che truth

about what ons sees is also pointed out by Qr. Rieun in ~hhe ~PLa e& "Again

snd again there comes s time in history when Che man who dares to say that

two snd two make four is punished wiCh death " O'rien makes it quits

clear chat even if Winston is not killed he shall never again escape chem.

When his stay in the Ministry of Love is completed he will be s hollow maa.

"We shall squeese you empty ead then ws shall fill you with ourselves."14

1n che Ministry of Love, ss in the prisoas sn4 camps of the other

novels'orcure is psr'c of Che routine. Xn Tbe ~eater«~lif ~ BRKkngsss

et Roon, snd pxescl scd Wine the torture consists mainly of lack oi'leep,
beatingsi acervation end iasults. These physical tortures also eche place

ia the Ministry of Love with tbs adde4 fillip of shock trestmeats. The

Rinistry also mshes uss of Psychologicsl torture in the infamous Room 101.

191bid. ~ pp. 208 209. Albert Camus, ~ ~pls, trans. Stuart
gilbert (Modern Library Rdition, Hew Terbit Random Rouse, 1948), p. 121.

ldorwelle 19gds p. 211.



IThat happens in Room 101 differs according to the person who is sent there.

Room 101 contains whatever is most frightening to the particular individual.

In Winston's case it is rate. The torture in We is even more sophisticated.

Here the inquisition of an irrational Number or any non-Number is handled

in the Operation Department which is staffed by the most experienced physicans

under the personal supervision of the Well Doer. Their most effective instru-

ment of inquisition is the gas belL. This is similar to the physics experi-

ment of creating a vacuum. 0-503 finds the often made comparison of the

Operation Department with the ancient's Inquisition ridiculous. This, he

feels, is like comparing a surgeon performing a tracheotomy with e highway

cutthroat simply because they both cut the troat oi' living man. The

difference, D-503, declares is that, "one is a well doer, the other is a

murderer& one is marked plus, the other minus . . . All this becomes clear

in ons second, in one turn oi'he wheel of logic, the teeth which engage

that minus& turn it upward and thus change its aspect."&&

The terror machinery of the totalitarian state has other functions

in addition to providing consensus. This machinery produces scapegoats to

help keep alive tbe emotions of the revolution and it also creates a sense

oi'nsecurity and, alienation among the people.

Purges and public trials are the main means oi'roviding scapegoats.

Scapegoats are needed to provide simple explanations for the failures of the

regime. As Gletldn explains, "Experience teaches . . . that the masses must

be given for all difficult and complicated processes a simple, easily grasped

explanation. According to what I know of history, I see that mankind could

Zsmiatin, We, p. 77.



never do without scspegoats."18 The purges and trials also help keep

alive the emotions of the revolution by providing the opportunity co

glorify the party and its leaders while discrediting the opposition

To keep ehe spirit of ths revolution alive and useful it must ba

kept channeled in appropriate fashions. The Holidcy of Justice and ths

Bey of tuLnimity in He are means of direcCing these emotions to the emul-

tstion of the state. The Hate Period in 1984 gives the Party a chanoe to

vilify Goldstein and "The Brotherhood," symbols of the opposition, while

making Biig Brother seem even more glorious and protective. The need to

keep the peoples'motions properly channeled is weil expressed by Bubsshov

in his diaryi

History hae taught us that often lies serve her bettor
than truth's for man is sluggish and hss to be led
through the desert with threats and promises, by imagi-
nary terrors and imaginary consolstions, eo that hs
shoubi not sit down prematurely to rest end divert
himself by worshipping golden calves. 19

The public trial is not really emplored in great depths by the novels.

Tn ~ ~Teen i'ifth Bout, Johann after being imprisoned in some thirteen or

more camps is tried i'or the very first time et Hureuberg. Ttaian writes

Swiftian petitions on Johann's behalf~ Xn one such petition Traian points

out that even though Johann has never killed and so feels he is not a criminal

this is obviously absurd sinse fifty-two nations have said he was a criminal.

Traian goes on to say that Johann's naivete is further shown in his insistence

that since he has not even heard of many of these fifty-two nations he could

hardly have committed crimes against thsc4 Oespite Johann'e innocence as sn

18Koestler, Bcrkness, p. 228.

19Zbi4, ~ p, 99,
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individual and Traian's petitions on his behalf Johann is tried& found

guilty and sentenced to still another camp.

In 1984 winston is not put on public trial, but there is mention

of public trials having occurred in the sixties, which was the period of

the great purges, iu which all the original leaders of ths revolution ex-

cept Goldstein, who supposedly escaped, were wiped out. The last three

survivors of chic original group were arrested and then brought before the

public to incriminate themselves. Afterwards they were pardoned snd rein-

stated in the Party but within a year they had been rearrested and executed

for alleged new plots.

In He the offender is not simply lifted out of the stream of history

ss winston will be but is publicly and physically dissolved. Although ths

offender is not given a public ttial his execution is public and Chus has

the same purifying effect as Che public trial. 9-503 explains it: "Here

in the Plaza of the Cube it is a celebration of the victory of sll over

one, of the sum over the individual... There was in our celebration

something of the ancient religious, something purifying like a storm.ug0

The public trial is in s sense a cermnony of purification. The evil doers

sre condemned and the goodness of the leaders is celebrated.

Tb y t ylang% Lk I D k t Mo I lhasa 1 'N pauli

trial at which he confesses Co hie evolution from opponent of the Party line

to counter-revolutionary and traitor. In his final speech he makes clear

his reasons for confessing as che Party had wished him to do. He feels he

would die facing noChingness if he died in silence as others have done, in

hope of saving their own neck or those of wives and sons, He i'eels it

2 Zamiatin, ge, p. 44, 47.
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would be equally futile to make some noble gesture, such as a Dantonesque

speech. Instead he feels that he must die as he hss lived - - serving the

Party. So he allows himself to be offered as a scapegoat. He says at his

trial, "Therefore on the threshold of my last hour, I bend my knees to tha

country/ to the masses, and co che whole people. The political masquerade,

the mummery of discussions and conspiracy are over." Hut Rubashov serves

as more than Just a scapegoat as is illustrated in the reaction of his lani-

lord's daughter as she reads the newspaper accounts of Rubashov's trial to

her father. This trial has aroused her cell. They are already busy collect-

ing signatures for a resolution calling for such traitors to be mercilessly

exterminated. And they will have no brief with sympathizerz. 'whoever shows

pity to them is a traitor and must be denounced . . . The workers must be

watchful."22 So Rubashov's trial not only reawakens the revolutionary spirit
but gives fresh impetus to the cycle oi'error.

Herbert Marcuse's contention that the importance of terror lies in the

suspension of the normal controls of law and order is well illustrated in the

novels. The insecurity caused by the suspension of the normal controls of

law and order is best drawn in Kafka'e The Trial, Here Joseph K., the pro-

tagonist& is arrested by unknown officials for an unknown crime and awaits

trial by a court which is surrounded by mystery and oonfusion. Por Johann

Moritz there is no normal law and order. He is persecuted throughout The

~eats-fifth Hour for continually being a member of an enemy category.

Johann had helped three Prenchmen escape fran a Herman prison camp. He had

shared his breed ration with a Creek in a labor camp, These were Che only

2 Roestler, Darkness, p. 251.

22Ibid s p. 247.
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events ia his life which had related him to either France or Crease.

France aad Greece were, however, aloag with fifty other nations. categoriz-

ing Johann as the enemy and were his accusers at Buresberg. The loyalty

of Parsons to the Party in 1984 can hardly be questioned yet he is denounced

by his childrea for something he mumbled in his sleep. Ia Darhnesz at Boon

Rubashov may have opposed the general directioa of the Party under Bo. 1,

yet he hss continued to worh for it, eever sabotaging it ia any way, yet

he is convicted of sabotage.

Thus evan the most loyal citizen is made to feel insecure Sy the

system of terror. The suggestion of Marcuse, Cassinelli and Zakeles43 that

Chs system is used to control the loyal citizen aad to offer the opportunity

for properly channeling his aarlety is well borne out by the novels. Xt is

the opposition of party members to the party line that is important. Other

members of the society are easily handled. Zt is clear that in the totali-

tarian society it is the party member that is most closely watched for any

sign of deviation. All dissident opinion is destroyed, leaving the masses

who might be led to oppose the regime acquiescent to it.
Coupled with this sense of insecurity is a sense of alienation from

the rest of the citizenry. After all if the walls have eyes as well as ears

aad aay human can be an informer, what basis i'r human relations ezlsts2

For the individual in such a society the only sense of community comes as a

member of a larger group, a number in the great sum or a cell in a mighty

organism. This results in the enforced but very emotional togetherness of

the Bate Period in 1984 and the feelings of group unity produced by the

Holiday of Justice or the Day of. Daanimity in Ms aad the need to contiaus to

29gee above. pp. 9-11. 13.
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ch p Cg W 1 lbFlb ho I D*l c~M. XbstFt
by making the individual feel insecure, alienated from his fellowman,

causes him to cling with even greater desperation to the only reality he

knows, that of being a member, a small cog, a cell in the mighty organism

of the state. By creating and then helping to channel the anxiety of ths

members of the state, the machinery of terror in a totalitarian state per-

forms its primary function to provide consensus by creating a nation of

conformists.

After viewing the terror machinery of the totalitarian state through

these novels it is hard to accept Nslssner's contention that the use of

terror in the totalitarian state is over-emphasized and that a totalitarian

state could be run without it, " In a total society conditioned by a

specific ideology it is absolutely necessary for all to conform. It is
impossible to imagine how this conformity could be imposed without terror

or even how it is so completely accomplished with it. As seen in the United

State of &Je not even in a clear and rational society founded on mathematics

and a Tayloresque regime can a truly unanimous society be created. There

is always the irrational number for whom the frontal lobotomy is indeed the

only way to complete conformity.

24See above . pp. 13,,14-15.



Tha Party can navar bs mistshsn. You and 1 can
mahe a mistahe. H'ot ths FarCy. Ths Party, com-
rade& is more than you aad 1 acd a thousand others
liha you and I. The Party ia Chs eabodimsnC of
Che revolutionary idea in history. History hnows
no scruples snd «o hesitation . ~ ~ He who hss
not absolute faith in History does not belong in
Che Party's raaks.

goestlar~ parts~a at Hoon

The Priedrich-Rrsesinshi model of the totalitarian state desoribas

the party as a ascii elite consisting of soms@ing lees chan ten percent

of Che population. Xta structuL'a is described ss a paramilitary ona mule

up Of highly Seleoted eliCec. Aa tha tctalitarkan regime maturea the in-

fluence of the party members oftsa wanes. Tet despite tha purges caused

by changes of leadership or By changes in ideological direction the party

remains the mainstay of the dictatorship. while the party ae an entity

is put iu a posiCion of unquestioned leadership by che dictator, the in

dividual member of the party is sub)ected to the dictator and the party.

This is a psychological counterpart of the party's will and determination

to rule and shape society. As pointed out above ons of the observers of

Cbe totalitariaa paLCy argues that the real function of the party is to

control all ideas snd notices especially in those who show any poteatial

for original thought and thus of potential leadership. 1
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The hist'srchial structure of tbe party in the Oceania of 1984 reaches

its apex in Big grother who is in effect the symbol of the Party, the face

the Party presents to the public. Next comes the Xnner Party which is com-

posed of something less than two percent of tbs population aud is known as

the brains of the state. The hands of the state are the Outer Party. Ths

other eighty-five percent of the population are the Proles, who pass from

conqueror to conqueror, never becoming a permanent or necessary part oi'he
structure. This gives the party a larger membership than is forecast, by

the Priedrich-Braesinskl model. But it does not invalidate tha model's

prescription of a party membership of ten percent or less of the population,

fcr the party in terms of the model is a controlling group, which in Oceanic

society means the Inner Party, totaling less than two percent of the popu-

lation.

Membership in these three groups is not, in theory, hereditary. The

Party does not plan to tranmait its power to the children of Party members

but to the ablest members of the population. Tbe Party believes history has

taught that hereditary aristocracies have always bean short lived, whereas

adoptive oligarchies such as the Catholic Church have persisted for hundreds

or thousands of years. They interpret the essence of oligarchial rule not

ss inheritance but as the persistence of a particular world view amL way of

life imposed by the dead ou the living.

Caesinalli's contention that the main function of the party is to

keep its own members under control is well 111ustrsted in 19S4. Here the

thoughts and actions of party members are always under control. Goldstein

comments in his book that, "A Party member lives from birth to death under
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the eys of the Thought Police... Se is required to have not only the

right opinions, but ths right instincts."&

In Wa there seems to be no party define4 as such. This society has

existed for at least five centuries since the time of the two hundred years

war and it seems that the necessity for a party has dwindled. The population

hss been so well indoctrinated that they csn all be thought of as party mem-

bers. Or perhaps the Bureau of Guardians, the equivalent of the Thought

Police in 1984, which operates under the direction of the Well-Doer can be

considered a party type of organisation. This society, however, seems to

show, as the Priedrich-Brsesinski model suggests, that as time passes the

need for the party becomes more aud mors subdued.

Darkness at goon in its discussions of the purpose of ths Party

stresses ths non-haportance of the imiivi4ual. This is indicated most effec-

tively in Rubashov's dealings with Richard, a young party stalwart in a

country in which the party hss suffered a severe setback. Richard has re-

fused to distribute the current literature of ths party because he disagrees

with it. The leaflets have ignore4 the fact that the Party has been beaten

to a shambles and refers to the 4efeat as a strategic retreat. Rubashov

tells bim the party line must be followed, that he cannot formulate a policy

out of passion snd despair. So despite Richard'e devotion to the Party

gubashov must inform him that hie actions have led to his dismissal from the

Party. This same point is also illustrated in the story of Little Loewy

who, following the party's boycott against a certain nation convinces his

dockworkers not to unload that nation's ships. This was not in the interest

Orwell ~ 1984'pe 173 174



of the Party and since Little Lowey refuses to compromise his principles

as Rubashov suggests to himp he too is eliminated from the Party..3

The Party in Darkness at Moon does not recognise the existence of

the "I"; it thinks of the individual ae, "the quotient of one million

divided by one million.'ubashov, well doctrinated, with Party philosophy,

has christened the first person singular "the grammatical fiction." Here

as in 1984 the Party's relationship to the individual is paradoxical. As

Rubashov describes this relationship:

The Party denied the free will of the individual --
and at the same time it entreated his willing self-
sacrii'ice. It denied his capacity to choose between
two alternatives - - and yet at the same time it de-
manded that he should constantly choose the right
one. Xt denied his power to distinyaish good and
evil - - and at the same time it spoke pathetically
of guilt and treachery.5

Rubashov believes that the Party has seined power in or4ar to persuade the

masses that they do not need s tyrant. He believes that the Party will re-

main in power only until the people come to the realisation of their own

political capability. This he feels was the goal of ths original revolution-

airies. He says of themi 'They dreamed of power with the object oi'bolishing

power, of ruling over the people to wean them from the habit of being ruleds "4

O'Srien, Winston's interrogator and, a member of the Xnner Party in

Oceaniap would 4isagree with this contention and claim that the purpose of

the Parry is simply to gain power for the sake of power. In his discussion

with Smith he points out that the Mania an4 Russian ~sts had come close

to Xngsoc' ideals but they had never hsd ths courage to realise that they

wanted power for the saks of power and they ha& pretended that they hsd taken

Recess, 5 I e s, pp. 45-45, 59 74.

Xbid., P. 2fple

5Ibille ~ Pe 25ys

Ibid., p. 59.



power unwillingly acd, for only a limited time. They propagsndiced a para

diss Just around the corner where hunmns woubL be ft'se acd equal. Ohgrien

claimss

We sre not lihe thee. We Lcncw chat no ons ever ssises
POWmr With Che inteatiOS Of relinquiehing ito Power
ie not s meansL it is sn emL. One doss noc escabHsh
s 4ictstorship in order to safeguard a revoluciouL one
msbes tbe revolucion in or4er to establish the dicta-
torship « . ~ Tbe object of power is power.y

The maheup of tbe party Ln «he totalitarian stets changes with changes in

the leadership or changes in tbs ideological viewpoint. This chsage in the

serosa or she harsh ss she sshheoa or ~horror sa hsoso shsahsm sear sha

chsages which have taben place in the Party, LLubashov recalls a photograph

of the delegates to Chs first Congress of Chs Parry. LLO describes tbe msn

asd what ha4 happened to them

All their thoughts bscsms deeds snd all tbsir 4rsams
Were fulfilleda Where Were they% Their braineh WhiCh
hsd changed cbe course of the world, hs4 each received
s charge of les4... Only two or three of thea were
left over, scattered throughout che world ~ worn out.
Aud bimseifL snd Ro. l.g

Soon gubsshov will be eliminated cud scotbsr change in ideological direction

or the desire for s new leader could remove LLO. l.
As the Party changes so doss ths type of person who is a Party member.

This is exemplified iu tbe contrast between gubashov's coo inqutsitcrsL

Ivsnovh sn intellectual snd s believer in the original goals of the Party

ami an early Patty member, sn4 Oletbin, a rough peasant& a beB,svsr in Che

propSganda Snd B more KSCSCC PSCCy members LLubaebOV nOCSS tufts CorreCCly

that he hcs no right to looh down on Che Olethins who sre merely completing

Orws14 H9h p«gly
gRoestler~ LLcrhLmLSSLh P, S9,
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the worb of his generation aud are Ln a way the product of his generation

and of tho Party. Rs compares the Olathins of his nation with the first
men, writing Ln his diary&

'uith whse right do we who are quitting che soene loob
down with ouch suparioricy on the Olatbins, There must
have been Laughter amidst chs apes when the Neanderthaler
Hast appeared on earth... He wae uncouth, orus4 wich-
ouC animal dignity - - from che point of view of the
highly cultivated epee, a barbaric relapse of history,
The last surviving ohimpansees still turn up their noses
aC Che sight of a human being.9

In 1986 purges Ln Party membership have also csban place. Ths

revolution hs4 oaeurred Ln che 1950's snd by 1970 none of che original

lea4ers accept gig Brother (whose very enistense Ls up to question) Ls

left All che rest have been enposed as traitors and counter-revolucion-

siriss. Goldstein'ho may still anise Ln hidire, aud a fee others ha4

disappeared. The maJority, however had been enecuced after che publio

trials and confsssLons.

Xn Ossania cha Party youch groups The Spies ami The Junior Anti-

gen Langue - - are cbs means by which ths party aduoacas the Pouch Ln Lts

aims snd recruits chem for membership. The Party Ls noc, Ln principle based

on heredity, therefore sn ersminacion tabes st age sinceen Ls chs prerequL-

site for admission to either the Inner or Outer'arty. In reality chere Ls

only s oartsin amount of Lntorohange between Chess cwo branches of the

party~ gust enough co insure stability. Goldstein writes that, "weahlings

sre ersluded from ths Inner Party and... ambitious members oi'he Outer

Party sre male harmless by allowing them to rise. Prolecsrians .. ~ are

not allowed to graduacs into the Percy." Any Proles who display talent

of any hind aro marked down for elimination by the Thought Police.

9~Ld., p. 229. Orwell, 1986, p. 171.



There can be no argument that the Party in 1984, the Guardians,

who are closest to a party group in Me, and to a certain extent the

Party in Darkness at Noon fit Cassinslli's description of the totalitarian

party as an institution whose real function is to control all ideas and

actions of party members. The Party in 1984, whose central tenet is the

mutability of the past, is the extreme euample of this. Coldstein writes,

"Since the Party is in full control of all records, and in equally full
control of the minds of its members, it follows that the past is whatever

the Party chooses to make it."
Although the novelists have created parties of varying goals snd

makeup, each of these parties verifies the model of the totalitarian Party

that Friedrich and Brsesinski have designed. The parties in these novels

also support Cassinelll's theory that the party's ob)ect is control of its
own members.

State control of the economy is one of the bulwarks of tbe totali-
tarian state. Friedrich and Brsesinski have pointed out that this often

leads to e temporary deterioration in efficiency due no doubt to party in-

terference, party control, and party insistence that officials in the indus-

tries be Party members.

In Bread and Nine there is little discussion of the fasci,st party,

Instead the communist party is under discussion. Since the party is in

its formative stage ths discussions of party members concern economics and

their goals of economic change. One dissatisf'ied former parry member

cautions Spina on his optimism. He believes that if the Communists should

take control they would only create another totalitarian bureaucracy differ-

ing very little from the curt'ent one:

Ibid. ~ po 176m
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We shall have s so-called economic revolution, thanks to
which we shall have state bread, state boots and shoes&
state shirts and pants, state potatoes and state green
peas, gust as we now have state railways, state quinine,
state salt, state matches, and state tobacco. Will that
be a technical advance? Certainly... But it will be
the basis of an ofi'icial, compulsory doctrine, a totali
tsrisn orthodoxy which will use every means . ~ . to g-
tirpate heresy and tyrannise over individual thought.

The problems of state economy have all been solved in the maths

matically precise society of the United state in we. In this stats all
wear identical uniforms, live in identical rooms with identical furnishings,

eat st precisely the same moment identical food made of petroleum an4 work

at their assigned Sobs as prescribed by the Table of the Hours. All is

provided by the state so that there is no need even for a currency. There

are no complications of overpopulation or even of family lii'e for only those

who meet the Maternal Norns are allowed to bear ohildren, all of whom the

state will raise.

In 1984 the party owns everything. It controls everything and dis-

penses the products of the economy as it sees fit. The goal of the economy

is to prevent a rise in the standard of living. The reason behind this is
that an increase in wealth would have threatened the hierarchial structure

with destruction. Such a structured society is only possible on a basis

of poverty and ignorance. Goldstein states the reason for this in his books

For if leisure and security were en)eyed by all alike the
great mass of human beings who are normally stupified by
poverty wou14 become literate aud would learn to think
for themselves . . . they would sooner or later realise
that ths privileged minority had no function and they
would sweep it away.lg

The simplest wsy to keep the population poor snd ignorant would be

lgSilone, Bread and Wine, p. 141 ~

Orwell, 1984, pp. I56-15?.
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to slow down the industrial output. This, however, would make the state

weak militarily and thus sub/act to being conquered. In order for ths

nation to be safe from conquest and yat prevent the increase of real

wealth the state's economic aim becomes constant warfare. In this way

the industrial wheels are kept rolling and the population is kept busy.

Not only are the industrial products destroyed but their manufacture be-

comes a convenient way of expending labor power without producing anything

that can be consumed. This, of course, leads to many shortages and Oceania

has the deliBerate policy of continuous shortage in at least half of the

necessities of life. The unavailable commodoties keep changing and they

usually are among the minor but most missed items, as winston remarks:

"Everyone hept asking you for rasor blades . . . there hsd been a femine

of them for months pest. At any given moment there was some necessary

article which the Party shops were unaBle to supply. Sometimes it was

buttons, sometimes it was darning wool, sometimes it was shoelaces. " A

This state of wartime scarcity increases the importance of any small privi-

ledges that are granted.

Xn contrast to tha healthy& clean and glittering life in the gaited

State the life in Oceania is dark, dirty snd grim. Even the members of tha

Outer Party live a life quite below the standard of living of any middle

olass group in any current western industrial nation. Their food is taste-

less, unsightly and inadequate. The only extras are Victory gin which is

oily end soon destroys the teste buds and Victory cigarettes which have to

be held )ust so or they lose their tobacco. The only people with any of

the amenities of life ars those in the Inner Party. They have real coffee,



Economy is a sub)act that seems to interest our novelists little
and with the exceptions which we have discussed it is not explored in any

detail. This makes it difficult to verify the factors of this component

of the Friedrich-Brsesinskl model.

Xt can be said that the economic policies of the totalitarian state

like the party& the police, and the communications media, are used to butt

ress the ideology and to support the primary obgectlves of the totalitarian

leadership.



CHAPTER VXX

LXPE XH THE TOTAL~ STATE

Men must hide the fact that they are human. They
have to behave according to technical laws, like
machines. Han has been reduced to a single plane
- - the social plane. He has been transformmi into
a "citisen," which no longer has anything in common
with the conception of a human being.

Cheorghiup The ~Twen -fifth Hour

With one exception a portrait of life in the totalitarian state

as sean in these novels would be painted in tones of gray. The quality

of life within such a state is nightmarish, Xt is a land of unreality

in which the pervading atmosphere is that of fear and alienation. Xn the

preceding chapters various elements of the totalitarian stata have been

isolated and discussed in terms of the Friedrich-Brseainski model. This

gives a piecemeal picture of life in such a state. A much clearer idea

of life in a totalitarian state is gained by studying the novels as entities.

The one exception to the gray portrait of life in the totalitarian

state is the society of the United State in Zamiatin's Ee. The literary

device used to portray life in this state is a Journal kept by the protag-

& t, II-303. ds th h Itdsr 3 th ~ha* I, spar htp0-,303 I Is-

ing this Journal to be carried on the first flight of the ship to picture

for others the life of the United State. Here the impact of life is one

of an operating rcoml there is surgical cleanliness snd precision, an im-

pression of gleaming glass and stainless: Steel. The concerns of daily life
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sre gone, each Number in this society lives within a cubicle of glass,

eats his meals in a group dining hall snd wears a uniform. Ths only

differentiation between them is the number they wear on their uniform

snd their physical characteristics. The creation of identical physical

characteristics is being researcheS aud soon the only difference will be

that of sex and one's personal number.

The hour by hour precision of their lives is regulated by The Tables.

Good and evil no longer exist, snd, the leaders are hoping that soon they

can achieve the perfect state where nothing happens. Having eliminated

good and evil in the cleanliness and mathematical perfection of this society

they have come close to erasing the essential individuality of the human

being. Only the mean in human nature remains, the extremes no longer euist.

As R-, D-503's friend and s poet, aupresses Stt '%le are the happy arith-

metical mean . . . The integration from sero «a infinity, from imbecilss to

ghahesp e. "1

Yet mathematical perfection has not been reached in this state and

there is a rebellion against the Hell-Doer on the Day of Unanimity. Later

D-503 helps soma discontent Numbers snd some of those who live outside the

green wall in an attempt to captors the Intsrgral on her maiden voyage.

The attempt proves abortive and the population, including our hero, is sub-

)ectsd to brain surgery to assure their conformity.

Life in the Oceania of 1984 is one of worn-out clothing, inadequate

food, dingy living quarters in dilapidated nineteenth century Buildings, of

an atmosphere pervaded with the odors of cooking and inadequate plumbing,

lgsmistin, He& p. 41.



of continual smxeness in Jobs and in the pattern of the days. Hach person

stands alone except in moments of group togetherness. This sense of alien-

ation is caused by fear of being exposed to the Thought Police. There is

a constant sense of being watched not only by the ever watchful eyes of

Big Brother on the posters throughout town and by one's acquaintances& but

by the ever present telescreens which not only watch but talk back as well.

Life in this state is merely a matter of survival and even that

seems of little value. Here the protagonist& Winston Smith, in order to

establish some sense oi'eality wx'ites a gournal or diary of his life. It

is a short life. He lived through the early days of the current regime as

a child. He was once and, perhaps still is married, but his wife has gone

elsewhere. He spends his days rewriting back issues of the Times and attend-

ing the proscribed functions. He falls in love with a girl, Julia, who

works in the literary department of the Ministry of Truth producing novels

by machine. They conduct an affair by meeting at widely separated locations

at different times. They become interested in contacting "The Brotherhood,"

s perhaps fictional group allegedly headed by the former Party member Gold-

stein snd aimed at the overthrow of the Party. They think they can make

contact thxough O'rien, a member of the Inner Party, Hs loans them a copy

oi'oldstein's book. They procure the use of ths x'oom above Mr. Charrington's

)unk shop. Mr. Charrington turns out to be a member of the Thought Police

and they are eventually arrested and brought to the Ministry of Love where

they are interrogated by O'rien. The interrogation is considered a success

when they deny their feelings fox'ach other and they are allowed to leave.

They discover little to say to sech other when they happen to meet on the

outside. It is quite obvious as the book ends that winston has little



reason left to live. Despite the changes which have occurred in him in

the Mnistry of Love, Winston's final change comes at the end of ths novel ~

Hs is sitting in s bar looking at a telescreen on which Big Brotherappeared'e

gazed up st the enormous face. Rorty years it had
taken him to learn what, kind of smile was hidden be-
neath that dark mustache. 0 cruel, needless misunder-
standing.' stubborn, self-willed smile from the lov-
ing breast.'so gin-scented tears trickled down the
sides of his nose. But it was all right, everything
was sll right, the struggle was finished. He had won
ths victory over himself. Hs loved Big Brother.2

So the state has won by giving him only one reason for life, his love of

Big Brother.

Xn greed and Wine Pietro Spina returns to his native portion of Xtsly

from working abroad for the Comsmnist party. He is fll with tuberculosis

and in order to rest snd regain his strength hs disguises himself as s priest,

Don Paolo, on sick leave and goes to the village of Pietraseccs.. He attempts

to make contact in Rome with fomaer members of. the Party to organize a nsw

action group but his attempts end in failure, He re-establishes contact

with his old teacher, the priest Don Benedetto, who is soon poisoned by the

government. Spina's only act of rebell.ion is to chalk words opposing govern-

mental policy on the wells of Poses after the declaration of war with

Hthiopia. His aim hss been to better the life of the peasants who have

been sub)ected to the tyranny of the church and of the state and whose life
is unbearably herd. Hs wishes to remove the yokes of oppression and super-

stition and he has failed. Tet it is the strength of the peasants in ths

face of all their adversity that gives him hope. His attempts at revolution

seem doomed eni4 having been reported to the police, he flees across the

mountains. The ending indicates that he will meet death in the mountains.

f0rwell, 1984& p. 245.



Although Rubashov is confined in prison in Sarhngss at, Hoon his

enCire life ia presented through a series of flashbschs sparhed by the

questioning of Xvnnov and Gletbin, As a young idealist and revolutionary

he dedicated his B.fe to the Party. TbroughouC his lifo he has sacrificed

to Che Party the people who ware importanC to him personally. After having

gone Chrougb a particularly painful erpsrience in prison in a foreign

country Rubshov had returned to Russia, sh, 1 was now in pstyeg and Rubashov

found the atsosphere too oppressive. Although he hs4 not yet recovered he

ashed for aad received an assignmast abroad. He remained abroad until
shortly before his arrest and imprisonment

He realises during the imprisonment thaC tbe basic formula on which

che revolucion hss Seen predicated is wrong because it doss not recognise

Che irrationality of human nsCura. Sy denying this the revolution has in-

validate4 itself. Tet Rubashav ia still a dedicated member of tbs Party

sud hopes that its failure is merely a matter of cbe "relative political
maturity" of the people, so that when they achieve a higher level of politi-
cal maturity the system will worb. Rubsshov's ideological viewpoint has

led to bis imprisomient Recense he believes that in order to validate bis
life he must be willing to die in silence for the saba of thc Party, he goes

through with ths mocbery of hio public trial acd is enscuted.

Tha ~n ~fief Hour, while basicaDy the story of Johann HcriCs,

also contains several other stories. The most important of these is that
of Traiau Korugs~ a novelist who Ghaorghiu admits is closely modeled on him-

self'. Traian's father is the priest in Johann's home village. Traian marries

Rleanora Hest, the head of a Xarga publishing firm. Although they have bean

in love for years shs only agrees to marry be+ause of ths racial laws. The
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Rumanian laws are the sama as the Huzemberg laws and since one of her

grandparents had been a Jew these laws could lead not only to the loss

of her business but. that of her fzeedaa as well. with ber marriage she

can transfer her business to Traisn and the marriage will help secure

her position ss a Christian. Through her connections Tzaian is appointed

ambassador to another nation. Here they aze interned as enemy aliens,

end after the Allied victory they are once again interned, this time by

the Americans. After Tzaian witnesses his i'ether's death in the prison

camp he goes on a hunger strihe. Hs i.s eventually removed from the camp

and foxce fed But upon her return he commits suicide by forcing one of

the guards to shoot him. Throughout the novel he has been writing his

own novel which will carry the same title as Cheorghiu's. Traian's thesis

is that western technological civilization will fall atter turning human

beings into robots and that his generation is doomed to die in the chains

of the technological barbarians. In a discussion with a friend Traisn ex-

plained the significance of the title of his novel: "The hour when mankind

is beyond salvation . . when it is too late even for the coming of the

Messiah. It is not the last hour; it is one hour past the last hour. It
is western CiviD.sation at this very moment. It is HÃ4."3

Albert Camus'he ~pla e looks at totalitarianism frau a different

angle than the other novels. It is the story of the occupation of a nation

by an alien totalitarian force. On the literal level The ~pla is a

chronicle of a fight against an imaginazy epidemic which supposedly afflicted

Oran sometime in the 1940's. On the metaphysical level (the favorite of the

literary critics) it conveys a picture of man's position in the universe in

3Cheorghiu, Hour, p. 41.



relation co the problem of evil and the necessity of suffering. Ac chs

in-between level an4 in loss total fashion Camus is telling the story

of che german occupation of France. Hs hss cohen che image oi'he plague

snd used it to illustrate three major areas of human experience; the in-

dividual human lifo, yoU,ties& cnd metaphysics& Ths novel has very little
plot lt follows the curve of Che ylcgue from the first indication in

the large number of deed tats through «be deaths of enough huaans Chat

the Go~c admits chs fact of plague, through ths closing of Oran aad

the attempts to find a cure until the death rats begins to fail sharply

an4 the plague 4isaypears. Baring the period of the plague it is mainly

the consensual attitude of ths population that is described. The fight

against Che plague and the different attempts Co overseas iC are studied

in ths principal cbaractersl Tarraoma, Rambarc, grand, Pother Paneloua ac4

Ori Rieua. Xt ie Sr. ISeuu whc narratee the Scary SiChcugh Chic ic nOC

ma4e evident until the end of ths aovs.

The plague as the symbol of occupation affords many obvious analogies.

The confusion of public opinion sn4 stuyei'action when Che plague'e presence

is ecceptei as reality, che rationing of food anil gae, the electricity cuts,

the 4isapyesrance of aU. buc emergency traffic, ths restrictive measures

announced by the press& and the increased yoiice curve%lance, the growth

Of the ~axicemoe CO Che plague, COttard'S bieoh marhet Setiwitiea& the

mass burial of victims in open graves& the isolation camps are the oonstic

uents of terror which woul4 be present ia an enviromaent of occupation se

wsW ss Chat of plsgw4 Sjl'lacing his account of Che occupation in Ilpthicak

Corns Camus reaovss it from the sphere of personal yas-ion and private bias
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that ten4 to lessen the value of many accounts of the occupation. By

using a symbol he has also increased the scope of his narrative to in-

clude all political tyrannies.

Fraus Kafka's Tha Trial also has a very simple plot line and is a

parable as much as Ths ~pls e is. Most critics agree that it is basically

an eschatological novel which sets forth in parable many of the same

thoughts that Sores Kierkegaard expressed in his theology. Despite or

perhaps because of this it portrays very effectively the sense of life

in s totalitarian state.

As the novel opens the hero Joseph K., a trusted bank clerk expect-

ing promotion, is served with a warrant for arrest by two policeman on the

morning of his thirtieth birthday. The officers neither know nor care why

Joseph K. is being arrested. K., in his humility and desire to cooperate

with this authority assumes the air of a guilty msn& drops all interest in

the bank and concentrates on his case. His uncle appears from the country

and secures the aid of a lawyer who, to K.'s surprise, assures him that

sll cases are actually settled out of court by influence or bribery. When

noChing appears to be happening K. invades Che Judicial offices and makes

a nuisance of himself because no one has hear4 of his case. He gradually

becomes despeLate not only because of Che seeming futility but because he

begins to feel that some authority has been watching and is becoming annoyed

at his anxieCy for the speedy triumph of )ustice. Having been hypnotised

by trust K. gradually becomes hypnotised by fear. AC the end, shortly be-

fore K.'s thirty-first birthday, two men come Co his lodging in frock coats

snd bowler hats. He knows why they are there and goes with Chem. They take

him to a quarry on the outskirts and band him a knife. When he hesitates

to use it they kill him.
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Kafka's Joseph K. portrays most effectively msn's ability to accept

the most arbitrary type of authority. The strange court which arrests him

and which in the end condemns him seems to have no actual civil authority.

Yet K. only tsnatively questions its authority in the beginning and grows

to accept it, snd almost with relief hs abandons the freedom of. his for-

mer life for the domination of the court. The Trial better than any of

the other novels leaves us with sn overall impression of ths nightmare

quality of life in a totalitarian state. The novel's prophetic tone gives

it a different quality than the other novels, for Kafka sees «he ideas and

qualities that produced the totalitarian state as indigenous in twentieth

century western culture and portrays the type of )ustice that will mrist

in such a state.

Xn Thomas Mann'e Doctor Faustus the central theme is based on the

close association of Germany, music, and the Faustian tradition. Ths pro-

tagonist, Adrian Leverkuhn, is s German composer. His life is closely

linked with Germany and although he is 'Tsustian" in the gpenglerisn tra-

dition, he is also 11nlced over snd over again with the traditional Faust

of the chapbook. The novel is written in a complicated, almost musical

form with varying themes and leitmotivs weaving in snd out. The narrator

of the story is Adrian's friend, Serenus Zeitbloom, a humanist and teacher.

The first section of the novel tells the story oi'drian's boyhood and his

musical and intellectual education. The two most important enperiences in

Adrian's life, his decision to become a musician snd his surrender to

disease conclude this section of the novel,. The dialogue between Adrian

eod, the Devil stands at the center of ehe novel and formalises the pact

Adrisn had made when hs contracted syphilis.
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After the pact with the devil daemonism becomes increasingly evi-

dent in the novel. This is depicted in Zeitbloom's discussion of Germany's

growing intoxication with the Nasi ideology. It is shown in Adrian's music

where furious productivity and illness alternate. It is illustrated in the

increasing degeneration of Adrian's circle of friends in Munich. As Adrian

passes the peak in his life ths subsequent events reflect the patterns of

his earlier life. The farm in Bavaria repeats his boyhood home and the

Kridwiss oircle takes up and ezaggerates the non-rational politics of the

students at Belle.

A succession of chapters deals with the partial rallies both in the

life of Adrian and of the fortunes of Germany. These parallel developments

sre demonstrated by the period of the relative success under the Weimar

Republic and in Adrian's life by the attaining of a degree of health and

even of human warmth. The final section is one of catastrophe. Adrian's

attempt at love and marriage results in effect in the murder of a friend.

The death of his nephew, Echo, drives him to "take back" Beethoveen's Ninth.

His The Lamentation of Booter Faustus repudiates the Meals on which Gersmn

classical culture had been built. After his farewell to his friends Adrian

falls into utter madness. Zeitbloom's description of Adrian's final bx'eak-

down is written in counterpoint with his description of the progress of

World War II which links Adrian and the death agonies of the Third Reich.

Although the two catastrophes are separated by fifteen years they become

one in the mind of the reader.

Bann's novel is one of sorrow. He was convinced at the time he was

writing that Germany had written hsr own death sentence and would not survive

the aftermath of World War II. His novel is his attempt to understand the



death of his nation. He looked back and saw the ideas and qualities that

produced the totalitarian culture. In Adrian he drew the conflict of German

ideas and the dualistic nature of the German soul. Mann showed the leaning

toward the daemonic and the acceptance of the irrational which led to

Adrian's denial of the Germany of classical culture and, his incipient mad-

ness and which also led Germany to accept Hitler and all that followed his

rise to power.

The quality of life in the totalitarian state as it is portrayed in

these novels is characterised by a marked despair which stems from an over-

whelming sense of alienation, insecurity and anxiety. This somber portrait

of life reveals the blend of mass hysteria and individual ineptitude; of an

underlying irrationality, daemonism and mysticism. The tensions between the

scientific and literary cultures are depicted. Tet through the grey gloom

of the total picture runs a faint line of. hope.

Recent indiscriminate use of the tenn alienation, like that of the

term totalitarianism& has blurred its meaning. It is evident that alien-

ation in the twentieth century totalitarian state is most vividly revealed

in ths confusion, or indeed lost, of social identity. As a result of this

confusion or loss, man becomes sanious. Because he does not have a keen

sense of his own individualism, he cannot enter into a vital relationship

with his contemporary society, or with his fellow men. Moat tragically,

neither can he be a whole person for even his own sense of self has disin-

tegrated.

It is this kind of alienation that is the most persistent theme in

all the novels of this study. Alienation, of course, is hardly a specifi-

cally twentieth century literary theme. Long before Colin Wilson, Homer
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wrote of the outsider. The motif of the eternal wanderer doomed, to live

outside society began with ths Jewish tradition and appears throughout

the history of western literature, as does the figure of the alienated

artist. what is different about alienation in the twentieth century is

that it has become increasingly ons of the words used by psychologists,

sociologists, theologians, pbilosphsrs and literary men to describe the

Alienation and anxiety are conditions which are plainly immediate

precursors to the totalitarian state. The ideology of the totalitarian

state promised to correct these conditions, yet these conditions ars inten-

tionally perpetuated by ths state as a means of maintaining political con-

trol. It is in the overall concept of the individual novels that these

problems of alienation and anxiety become apparent.

The nineteenth and twentieth centuries have been a time of rapid

technological change. Ivanov in Darkness st goon comments to gubashov

that, "since tbe invention of. the steam engine . . . the world has bean

permanently in an abnorzml state; the wars and revolutions are )ust the

visible expression of this state."d As the machine grew in predominance

many of the great thinkers and artists of the nineteenth and twentieth

centuries were concerned with tbe individual maintaining his individual

existence. Philosophers and social theorists examined from their own point

of view snd special emphasis the historical movement by which men were

being transformed into things. They charted the process of the breakdown

of accepted meanings and analyzed facets of the despair that comes from
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meaninglessness. 411 loohed for ways by which the individual cou14 affirm

himself under social conditions which increasingly threatened to snnibi

late ths individual sml replace him with the thing. Iut in Che totalitarian

environment which we have observed in these novels msn does not enthusias-

tically goin in this cpaest. Joseph R., ths protagonist oi'he Trial is per-

haps the best ersmpl,s of Che thesis that modern msn is fleeing Chs freedom

to affirm his individuality. This freedom is fearful, snd I, longs fox

some external authority which wou14 remove the spiritual burden of his

freedom.

The threat of Cechnology is most poignsatly drawn in We. Everything

cbsC ashes the iadividusl s uni~e human bsingi including his physical

characteristics is being erased by ths gaited state. xa Tbe ~et, fifth
Hour Psther Eoxugs forecasts this Cursing of Che iadividusl into s Ching&

Once his life hss been rs4uced to its social and automatic
element snd subjected entirely to the laws of the machine,it will simply have ceased to exist. These laws csn navar
under sny circumstances give life its meaning, snd if life
is deprived of ics meaning - ics only meaning snd one
that is totally free snd above sn4 beyond Chs bounds of
logic - - Chen life itself will finally become sntiast.&

The need, i'or consensus which hss produced the nee4 to Curn the in-

dividual from a being into s thing is weil illustrated in 1984. The party

will not allow Winston's alienation from the society snd hs cannot conform

Co society. So hs is tahoe to tbs Ministry of Truth where they Curn him

into s non-human )ust ss surely ss the surgery that removes fancy in We

turns Che gushers into aon-humans.

One encounters in ths novels another& ~t strange,portrayal of

alienation. Ivan chose who sre honest pxotsgoaists for ths totalitarian

8Oheorghiu, gour& p. 284.
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ideologies do not escape the frustration of estrangement. The "political

man" finds himself unable to relate to or help Chose whom he would lead.

The two best exemples of chic are Pietro Spina, the Communist worker in

Bread and Slane and Rubashov& the party member and revolutionary of Dark-

ness at Hoon. Both have sacrificed their own lives co serve the cause

and both have sacrificed individuals to the cause& yet at Che end of their

lives neither has the sense of having become one with the movement or of

having created something of value.

Having lost his social identity and the abi.licy co relate to his

contemporaries, man begins Co suspect and fear tha loss of knowledge of

himself. His inability to belong, in a vital sense& to his society pre-

cipitatss a threatening aloneness. This estrangement has taken away the

mirror which was provided by his social relationships and in which he has

observed himself. His only alternative, if he is to be able to retain a

sense oi'ersonal identity& is to Curn to self analysis, Xn all the novels,

this pattern is evidenced in the exposures which emerge from Che private

diaries and Journals of the protagonists. This device is the central liter-

ary form of several of Che novels such as 1984 which is in large portion

Winston Smith's Journal& The ~pla e which is the )ournal of Dr. Rien@, and

We which is ths Journal of D-503. Xn others ths )ournal is part of the

novel, Rubashov keeps a )ournal in his prison cell on Darknes's at Noon,

Pietro Spina when masquerading as Don Paolo keeps a )ournal in which he

completes his conversations with Christina in Bread and Wins, Joseph R.

attempts in The Trial to keep his own record of his case, Doctor Faustus is

written by Adrian&s friend Zeltbloom and Traian Koruga while not keeping an

actual )ournal is writing a novel of ~e ~Teen -fifth Hour which includes

Che histories of the characters of Gheorghiu&s novel.



A tension which is visible in the twentieth century totalitarian

ideology has its roots in ths seventeenth century. Since that period

the underlying assumption of western culture regardless of differences

in philosophical, economical or political concepts has been the belief

that science was potentially capable of solving the problems of man. Yet

as science made possible rapid technological progress its attempts to

solve the problems of human society failed. Science continued to inves-

tigate man and, nature in its ob)ective manner while the arts turned to

the investigation of the sub)ective nature of man, until it seemed, as

though science and the arts were describing two entirely different crea-

tures called man.

The tension between scientific and literary cultures caused by basic

conflicting appraisals of the nature of msn, is evident in the totalitarian

state. Twentieth century totalitarianism is pervaded by the influence of

ths rapid technological advances which have been a part of this era. It
has also enlisted the techniques of modern psychological manipulation. The

totaQ.tarian state, influenced by a blend of these two forces, seeks to

apply these psychological techniques to the citisen who is understood only

in the technological sense of a perfectly functioning, rational, automaton.

The novelists, writing as members of the literary culture& reveal their basic

re3ection of this understanding of the nature of msn. They deny this arbi-

trary restriction oi'he human spirit. Totalitarianism is equated in their

stories with the attempt to restructure complex man into a single dimension.

All totalitarian ideologies say they are based on scientific logic

and they produce s mathematical formula by which life can be lived in the

totalitarian state. The prime example is the United State in Me which is



basal on mathematics and in which Che individual has been reducei to a

mere number. Yet there are men in existence outside the green wall who

have chosen to forego the creature comforts oi'he gaited StaCe and to

taotfa fteo . fh the 2 e f tha 2 etp l hath a~la h e aoe & la
1984 are based on mathematics and scieatific logis. In both novels the

logic when applied to Che individual human is shown to be faulty. As

Rubashov espressos its

There was an error somewhere in the equation - » no in
the whole mathematical system of thought . . . Perhaps
the Revolution had come too early, en abortion with
monstrous, deformed limbs ~ . . Perhaps laCer, much
later, the new movement would arise - with new flags,
a nsw spirit hnowing of both& of economic fatality
and the 'oceanic sense' ~ ~ Perhaps they will teach
that the canst is wrong which says that a man is the
quotieat of one million divided by one million, and
will introduce a nsw hind of arithmetic based on mul,-
tiplication& on the Joining of a million individuals
to form a new entity which, no longer an amporphous
mass& will develop a consciousness and an individual-
ity of ita oun with an 2ocaanic i'eeling'ncreased a
millionfold, in unsuited yet calf-contained space. I

This defect in the totalitarian ideology results from the basic

misunderstanding of man by the totalitarian state's technologically demi

sated leadership. They have attempted to deal with their citiaons through

an appeal to only ons part of their nature. They have ignored Che complex-

ity of msn. Rut man can be dealt with only as a whole. And because of. Che

complexity of chs whole there can never be simple solutions for the problems

of human society. The builders of the totalitarian state, in their quest

Cor ultimate power, have ignored the whole and attempted to impose simple

This group is hnown as "The Msphi," It is interesting that here
tha daemonic is connected with the humanist side while in Rector ~Faus sit is considered ths antithesis of humanism.

7lto ettet, e h a, pl.ffa felt



solutions. Pather Koruga in The ~TWent -fifth Hour expresses this well:

Human life has no meaning unless it is conceived as a
whole. We can only grasp i.ts ultimate purpose if we
bring into play the same senses that help us to under-
stand zeligion and to interpret or to create are. Xn
the search for the ultimate end of life reason plays
only a secondary zoic. Mathematics, statistics and
logic aze as ineffectual as guides to the comprehension
and organisation of human life, as they are to appreci-
ation of Mozazt oz Beethoven. Sut our modern Western
society persists in tzying to arrive at an understand-
ing of Beethoven and Baphael by means of mathematics
and calculations. Xt is relentless in its efforts to
improve men's lives by resorting constantly to statis-
tics.g

Despite the overall grayness of the picture of the totalitarian

stsCe painted by these novelists there is that Chin line of hops. Mainly

this hope lay in the common man who had managed to mainCain a separate

identity. Xt is this faith and belief in the common man as the repository

of the truly human and the hope for the future that caused so many of these

novelists to )oin the Communist Pazty. Winston Smith expresses this hope:

And the people under the sky were also very much the
same - - everywhere, all over the world, hundreds of
thousands of millions of people gust 1%he this, people
ignorant of one another's existence, held apart by
walls of hatred and lies, and yet almost exactly the
same - - people who had never learned to Chink but
were storing up in their hearts aml bellies snd muscles
the power that would one day overturn the world. Xf
there was hope it lay in the Proles!vg

Pietro Spina and Bubashov have this sama faith. Xt will be the common man

who will eventually overthrow the totalitarian government and erect a society

of a more human cast. Father Koruge in his long death bed speech insists
that only individuals, not categories wi11 survive the destruction of

western technological civilization.

8Gheorghiu, Hour, p. 283.

Orwell, XPSd, p. 181.



Even gerenus Zeitbloom who paints the destruction and guilt of

his fatherland in the darkest tones finds a faint glimmer of hope.

Zeitbloom in discussing The Lamentation of Doctor Faustus finds a note

of hope~

Mo this dark tone-poem permits up to the very end no
consolation, appeasement, tranfiguration . . . Em-
pression as lament - - is the issue of the whole con-
struction... may we not parallel with it another,
a religious ons, and say too (though only in the low-
est whisper) that out of the sheerly irremediable hope
might gsrminstef I» would be but a hope beyond hope-
lessness, the transcendence of despair - not betrayal
to her, but ths miracle that passes belief. Fox listen
to the end, listen with me[ one group of instruments
after another retires, and what remains as the work
fades on the air is the high G of the cello, the last
word, the last fainting sound, slowly dying in a
paint.ssimofermsta. Then nothing more. Silence, and
night. But that tone which vibrates in ths silence,
which is no longer there, to which only the spirit
harkens, and which was ths voice of mourning, is so no
more, Zt changes its meaning; it abides as a light in
the night.lG

Life in the toralitarian state is designed to produce the conformity

necessary to give the state absolute power. The individual is never con-

sidered as an individual but as a category. As a category his life is

scientifically and logically planned, for him. The sides of his character

or his nature that are not amenable to such planning are suppressed, and

if this is not possible hs is removed from the group. Homogeneity is the

state's aim, To rsaHse this goal means to deny human individuality. Xt

also means that those who retain the human instincts ars alienated from

such a society or who accept it on the surf'ace and continue to live their

own internal lives that the novel,ists place their hope.

1A-nanny Faustusy pe 491 ~
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Along with this gray portrait of life the novels used in this

study have also reflected, albeit imperfectly, the model of Che totali-

tarian state crested by Priedrich and Brsesinski. They illustrated the

necessity for sn all encompassing ideology in the totalitarian state.

In the Priedrich-Brsesinski model the state is portrayed as an organism

and the individual as a component cell. It ie a doctrine which enjoys a

pseudo-religious appeal. In the novels the ideology is expanded beyond

the model aml is shown to be aimed ac the creation of a climate of in-

security. The novels reflect the model's view of mass control of communi-

cation as being used not only to indoctrinate the people with the ideology

and the concept of the party's infallibility, but also to help the people

tolerate the conditions under which they live by depriving Chem of stan-

dards for comparison. The novels also make a point, not in the model,

that disrespect for the individual is inherent in the propaganda. The

propaganda is aimed at the irrational side of msn's nature with the goal

of destroying the sense of individual worth. The novels also lay stress

on the inversion, in toCalitarian propaganda and ideology, of normal

morality. This inversion of morality in which the ends )ustify the means

and in which "Thou shalt not kill" becomes "Thou shalt kill," becomes the

groundwork for the system of terror by which the society operates. The

novels stress the suspension of normal control of law and order and the

substitution of terrorisCic force by the police to create a sense of in-

security in all members of the state. They support the contention of the

model that consensus is the basis for the terroristic control. They also

deal briefly with both Chs nature of the totalitarian party snd the

economics of a totalitarian society, and what they have written in no way
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disagrees with the model. They extend tbe model's treatment of the party

to include the contention that one of the party's main tasks is control of

its own members.

There is no question that the novelists concur with ths underlying

assumption of the Friedrich-Srzezinski model that totalitarianism, although

it is in a sense a continuum of other forms of despotism, is a product of

western technological civilixation. It is mass society which produces the

sense of alienation and anxiety in the individual member and thus produces

a social atmosphere in which the doNsa of the totalitarian ideology finds

its adherents.

It would be very difficult to extract a model of the totalitarian

state from tha novels alone, ior instead of assembling a collection of

interrelated traits one would abstract a collection of symptoms. It would,

however, be possible to describe on the basis of the novels a progressive

chart of the disease. The progression would move from the consideration

of the individual as an individual to the consideration of him es a cate-

gory; from the consideration of the Ii,~ited power of the state to the con-

sideration of a stats where there is unl.imited extension of state functions

into every avenue of lif'e. The novels as noted, assume that totalitarianism

is s product of twentieth century western civilixation. They stress the

change i'rom s society which functions in order to promote and, ease the life
of ths individual to a society in which the individual functions only to

further the aims of society. The unique individual human is no longer im-

portant except as a part, and an easily interchangeable part at that, of

society. Ee is no longer considered a multi-dimensional creature but only

in the single dimension of his membership in the state.
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Thus xt becomes c)ear that ths novels ars not pre-eminently con

ceraed with the individual in his relationship to the state ia a political

sense. They are, rather, Che result of the search to uncover and reveal

the eaistentisl predicsmsnt of the individual who lives in the total state.

For this reason the study of Che totalitarian state through novels does

not reveal, smcept tangentially, the institutional, political, economic,

or other more traditionally studied facets of society.

Ons important impression which results from the sCudy of chase novels

is Chat twentieth century man in the mass societies of western civilisation

has found totalitarianism appealiag because of its ideological promise to

relieve the sense of alienation produced by bie society. A second, and

equally important, impression is chat ths totalitarian state fails to mahe

good this promise. Instead of receiving reliei'ran alienation the citisen

of tbe totalitarian staCe finds his cease of alienation is compoumied with

chose of anaisty and mistrust, alienation, thus strengthened, threatens the

destruction oi'ndividuality.



EPILOQCE& THE NOVEL AS A HISTORICAL SOEECE

The study oi'he totalitarian state using novels as basic source

material provides s particular, though limited, picture of such a state.

Although the novel may include historical facts or assumptions, it does

not purport to faithfully record the political, social, economic, diplo-

matic or intellectual history of such a state. It cannot be used in the

manner of traditional historical documents. The novel, is uot& ai'ter

all, a historical document, but rather s highly individualised interpre-

tation of a devised situation.

The novel's value as a historical source, as compared to the more

traditionally valued documents, lies in its peculiar ability to reflect

the spirit of the culture from which it emerges. The idee of life which

underlies the novel is not the logical system of the philosophers but

the beliefs and convictions on which the general consciousness of an ers

is based. Because it is the product of a society or culture, it is a

legitimate tool for the historical investigation of that society or cul-

ture. Because of its form, the portrayal of the individual in his social

context, the novel affords an easier access to the basic values of an age

than do the other art forms. The novelist often performs the function of

both prophet and interpreter of ideas. It is not only the underlying values

of a society which sre reflected in the novel but those ideas and values

which are at that moment emerging in the consciousness of tha age. The

novelist may often, consciously or unconsciously, convey tha spirit of an

age that has not ae yet been expressed in events.

103
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Totalitarianism was the dominant factor in the Europe of tbe

nineteen thirties and forties. The understanding of this factor would

require the study of those historians who have interpreted the political,

diplomatic& social, economic and intellectual premises of that time. This

understanding would be furthered by the study of those novels which were

written in twentieth century Europe. Although the novels may simplify

and dramatize the elements of the totalitarian state, they do vividly

convey its nature and its impact on its citizens. The novelists. using

their are and talent, draw tbe reader into the frameworlc of their stories.

The reader, whose empathy has been elicited for the characters in the

novel, receives a vicarious experience of living in the totalitarian state.

The novels used as source material for this study have provided insights

not only into the effect of the totalitarian state on people but also into

its causes.

Each of the novels that has been used in this study oi'he total

state has, on the whole, reflected a different idea of what reality is in

such a state. There are a myriad of impressions of the totalitarian state

to be gained and yet they all give one overwhelming impression of totali-

tarianism as an unreal world, as a dream, and in all cases but one that of

a hideous nightmare in which all the Jungian archetypes of malevolence have

been 1st loose.

Xn their study of totalitarianism the novelists mahe it abundantly

clear that totalitarianism is very much a product of twentieth century

western civilization and that it is incipient in all western cultures.

They show that the ideological basis for totalitarianism is an extension

not only of social ideas that are prevalent in western culture but of the
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underlying assumption of western civilisation that science can solve

the problems of society. They show that despite disclaimers to the

contrary those who seek power do not seek it for the betterment of the

masses. Even though they may delude themselves, they seek power for its
own sake. The seeds of totalitarianism lie in sll ideologies and in

most western societies. The novelists believe that only e )salons pro-

tection of individuality can prevent its maturation. Yet they do not

paint an optimistic picture of the future even if individuality is main-

tained, for feelings of alienation continue to increase in twentieth

century western civilisation. Truth seems relative and perhaps unattain-

able. These i'eelings make the unity and absolute truth promised by the

dogma of the totalitarian ideology most alluring. The novelists have

tried to show that the ideologies have substituted myth for truth and

in so doing have created the intolerance that always divides men. They

have portrayed the false security and even greater sense oi'lienation
of the imiividual in the Total State.
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