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All that I could hope to make you understand
Is only events: not what has happened,

And people to whom nothing has ever happened
Cannot understand the unimportance of events.

T. S. Eliot
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INTRODUCTION

The appearance of totalitarian regimes in twentieth century
Europe has created a search not only for an explanation but also for
the meaning of the term totalitarian. Historians and social scientists
have argued both among themselves and with each other over the causes of
totalitarianism and over the meaning of the term.

Despite the arguments over the meaning of the term totalitarian
there are some areas of agreement., The disputants agree that the two
most obvious totalitarian regimes in the nineteen thirties and forties
wvere Hitler's Germany and Stalin's Russia. They concur that these states
were terroristic in concept. They agree that totalitarianism has rein-
troduced mystery iato politics and human affairs. For the ideclogy of a
totalitarian society is a constant reminder of the mysterious., This s
evidenced in the marvelous tricks that have been performed by the Marxist
dialectie or the peeudo-religious appeal of the Nazi propaganda with its
emphasis on race.

To state that the ideologles of totalitarian cultures appeal to the
mysterious 18 quite simple, to understand this appeal 1s difficult. It is
equally hard to understand the atmosphere which prevades such a culture
and the 1life that 1s led by its members. The novelist, in his attempt to
recreate or imagine the condition of the individual within his society,
can help us understand this atmosphere through the vicarious experience

afforded by his novel,



Literature has increasingly been used as historical source
material as history has grown to include the total culture of a soclety.
The knowledge of the culture of a nation and/or an era helps give greater
insight into the workings of the entire society.

The novel is perhaps preeminently suitable as source material for
several reasona. In the particular time period under discussion it was
the dominant form of literature. As the epic poem had been in an early
culture and as poetry and drama were in the preceding period, the novel
became dominant in the western culture of the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries. Even more important in the eyes of the historian is the fact
that the novel as an art form is basically the study of the individual
within a particular pocial context. This makes it a valuable tool for
exploring both the nature of the individusl and of soclety. The novel
can give the historian a particular reflection of & particular soclety.

A variety of novels writtem about & particular theme can therefore either
reinforce certain concepts or challenge them and, at the same time, give
new and fresh insights into the culture.

The novels that serve as source material for this study have been
chosen for several reasons., The first criterion was that their basiec
theme be totalitarianism. The second was that the authors had had some
sort of contact with a twentieth century totalitarian regiwme. The third was
that those chosen represent a variety of European countries. In addition
the selection was made to include several types of unovels, Some amount
to almost memoire of life under a totalitarian regime such as Arthur

Koestler's Darkness at Noom, Ignazio Silone's Bread and Wine and C. Virgil



Gheorghiu's The Twenty-fifth Hour., Two are dystopianl novels, one,

Eugene Zamiatin's We, written before Stalin's Russia or Hitler's Germany
came into existence, the other, George Orwell's 1984, written during
World War IX, Others are symbolic novels such as Thomas Mann's Doctor
Faustus, Albert Camus' The Plague and Franz Kafka's The Trial. They were
also selected because they portray particularly well the sense of life
under a totalitarian regime,

By studying totalitarianiem through the medium of the novel it
should be possible to verify or disprove some of the theories concerning
the totalitarian state. Just because the novels were written by creative
authors who had little or no knowledge of more or less ebatract theories
of the nature of totalitarianism they can be used as prima facie evidence
of the reality of the phencmenon. A study of these novels actually should
lead beyond the sphere of abstrsction to deeper insights into what life
was like under a totalitarian regime snd to an understanding of that side
of modarn man's nature which led him te accept and extoll totalitarian
ideals. Finally, it is hoped that in the course of this undertaking vew
insights will be gained into the posgibilities and limitatione of using
literary works as & source for the historical understanding of certain

epochs and cultures.

1Dystopia is a word used to distinguish between types of utopias.
Utopia 1s used as a general classification for imaginary societies, eutopia
for good imaginary societies and dystopla for bad imaginary societies. See
Carolyn Hodgson Meyers, 'Psychotechnology in Fiction About Imaginary Societies"
(unp;blished Ph.D. dissertation, Dept., of English, University of Kentucky,
1965), p. 21,



CHAPTER 1
TOTALITARIANISM

The whole business . . . turns on the famous and pre-
posterous nation of "totality" as they call it. 1It's
sort of a mania with our intellectuals in the tweantieth
century. Such a phrase as '"totalitarian civilization”
is meaningless.

Malraus, L'Bspoir

Although the term '"totalitarian civilization" may not be com-
pletely meaningless it 1s, at the very least, an indefinite term. The
word '"totalitarianism," like so many other "isms,™ has been used until
its meaning has become blurred. Parc of ite imprecision as a term is
caused by the lack of consensus on its meaning. Totalitarianism has
been defined in many, often contradictory, ways. Much of the contradic-
tion centers around the controversy over the age of the total state.

Some consider it as old ss Plato's Republic, while others believe it a
phenomenon of the twentieth century.

Those who try to trace the origins of twentieth century totalitarian~
iem find them in a variety of ages and civilizations. Hannah Arendt focused
her attenti{on on the decline of the nation state and the eclipee of the
eighteenth century belief in the rights of man which has ocecurred over the
last one hundred years.l J. L, Talmon looked for the origins of ''totali~
tarian democracy"” in the political messianism that developed in the eigh-

teenth century.2 Erich Fromm diapgnosed western man's growing fear of freedom

lgannah Arendt, The Origins of Totalitarianism (2d. enl. ed.:
New York: Meridian Books, 1958%.

23, L. Talmon, The Origins of Totalitarian Democracy (London:
Sicker & Warburg, 1960)
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ap beginaing with Luther.3 Earl Wittfogel saw simflarities between
twentieth century totalitarianism and ancient ‘hydraulic despotisms"
such as China,% Others have been eignificant resemblances between the
chiliastic thinking of the Middle Ages and modern totalitarian thought,
or have argued that the first proponents of a totalitarian regime were
the millinists of Crowwell's time,?

Thus the search for the origins of twentieth century totalitari-
anism leads to a variety of answers. The term itself became widely used
in this century only after the publication in 1935 of Mussolini's article
on fascism in International Conciliation, Shortly afterwards Ernst Juenger's
study on total mobilization popularized the term in Germany. Ian 1933
Joseph Goebbels liked to use it to justify the coordinat.on of groups and
associations with the Nazi Party.6

Theories as to what constitutes a totalitarian state are as plenti-
ful as are the theories concerning its origins. Those who argue that totali-
tarianism 1s a product of the twentieth century claim that the older so
called totalitarian societies were in reality tyrannies, despotisms, or
absolute monarchlies but not "total" societies, although they do concede

that totalitarianism belonge in the general classification of dictatorship.

3Erich Fromm, Escape From Freedom (New York: Avon Books, 1967).

4garl A, Wittfogel, Oriental Despotisms: A Comparative Study of
Total Power (New Baven: Yale University Press, 1957)‘

Norman Cohn, The Purguit of the Millenium (Fairlawn, N.J.: Essential
Books, 1957). Alfred Cohen, "The Fifth Monarchy Mind: Mary Cary and the
Origins of Totalitarianism,'" Social Research, XXXI (Surnmer 1964), 195-213,

GWaldemar Curian, "Totalitarianism as & Political Religion," Totali-
tarianism. Proceedings of a Conference Held at the American Academy of Acts
and Science, March 1953, “ed. Carl J. Friedrich (Cambridge: Harvard uhiveraity
Press, 1954), p. 120,



Theories of totalitarianism as a twentieth century phenomenon fall roughly
into two different groups. The first takes ''total"” to mean complete dise
ciplinary control over life, including beliefs and ideas, in accordance
with a specific ideology. Theories of the second group ascribe to totali-
tarianliem the complete destruction of the human personality by an absence
of fixed authority, orthodoxy or stable personal relationships and thus
the atomization of society., The two can be combined by def? .ag totali-
terianiam a8 a system where technologically advanced instr sente of politi-
cal power are used without restraint by the centralized leadership of an
elite movement for the purpose of effeeting a total social revolution, in-
cluding the conditioning of man, on the basis of certain arbitrary ideolog-
ical assumptions proclaimed by the leadership in an atmosphere of coerced
unanimity of the entire population.7

Such a definition implies a recognition, by the leadership in the
totalitarian state, of modern sophisticated propaganda techniques which
have emerged with the advent of the mass media, and a willingness to enforce
goals through the use of terror. It aleo implies the recognition of man's
psychological nature; especially in the sense of the awareness of his poten-
tial manipulation through psychologically designed techniques of persuasion.
The opportunity to bring thesc techniques to bear is provided by the con-
stant and complete supervision of all phases of social life and, wmost im-
portantly, through the control of all educational processes.

Two of the foremost explorers of the phenomenon, Carl J. Friedrich

and Zbigniew K, Brzezinski, have extrapolated a model of the totalitarian

7Zbigniew K. Brzezinski, "Totalitarianism and Rationality,"
American Political Science Reviecw, L (Spring 1956), 754.



state from thelr studies of Stalinist Ruscla and Hazl Germany. They are
proponents of the theory that Totalitarianism is a twentleth century product.
They adhore to the premise that without modern technological advances a
totalitarisn stste is not possible. This premice is demonstrated by the
fact that four of the six traits vhich they propose as characteristic of
the totalitarian stete dcpend upon technological innovations unavailable
before this century. Friedrich vrote that "totalitarian dictatorship e
a logical extension of certain traits of our modern induscrial society."S
Frieirich and Brgesinski argue that all totalitarian reglmes possess
six organicaelly interrelated traits. All these reglmes have an official
ideology which touches upon all the vital aspects of man's existence and
which 18 focused towvard a perfect finsl state of mankind, They have a
single mass party, led by one man and made up ¢f a minority of the total
population, usually less than ten percent. They have tervoristic police
control vhich not only supports but also supervisea the party. Such regimes
have a technologically condftioned near monopoly of control of the media of
nass communication. They have a sinilar control of all means of effective
armed combat and finally, they have the ceatral control and direction of the
entire economy through bureaucratic coordination of corporate entltiea.9
The Friedrich-Brzezinsgki model of the totalitarian state wag first
presented at & Conference of the American Academy of Artes and Science in

1953, The respouse by the scholars {n attendance was generally favorable

eFriedrich. ed,, Totalitarianiem, p. 3.

9¢arl J. Friedrich and Zbigniew K. Brzezineki, Totalitarian Dictator-
ship and Autocracy (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1956), pp. 21-22,
Ivo K. Felerabend, '"Expansionist and Isolationist Tendencies of Totalitarian
Political Systemst A Theorectical Note,® Journal of Polities, XXIV (Novem-
ber 1962), 73, makes e similar model uweing a syndrome of traite--monopolies
of organication, ecanomic control, communicationg, foree and ideology.



" and they considered the model a useful tool in exploring the phenomenon of
totalitarignism, Another view of totalitarianism was presented at this
conference by N. S, Timasheff. He thought the meaning of the term totali-
tarianism connotes one definite trait-- the unlimited extension of state
functions, Therefore the term does not only designate a concrete type of
gociety but a tralt which can appear in societies of various types. He
argued, in contrast to Friedrich's insistence on the uniqueness of totali-
tarianism, that it is a variant of despotism, Bertram Volfe pointed out
in the ensuing diecussion that both views are walid in that the historian
must assume both continuity and uniqueness in the attempt to describe
historical phenomena.lo

Since the Friedrich-Brzezinski model has had widespread acceptance
it will make a useful tool in the study of totalitarianism through the
novels. Before using the model to study the novels of the model's com-
ponents muot be discussed in some detail and the criticism directed at the
components and at the model must be considered.

According to the model all totalitarian regimes have an official
ideclogy. This ideology 1s an operative force in the regime, Although
its myths and symbols are significant and stay constant, the substantive
content of the ideology is continually evolving, Friedrich and Brzezinski
think that the roots of the totalitarian idiology are intertwined with the

entire intellectual heritage of western man., ¥Yet what they believe {s the

, 1°Those vho participated in the transcribed discussion period follow-
ing the reading of Friedrich's and Timasheff's papers were: Hannah Arendt,
George Deanicke, Carl Friedrich, Karl Deutsch, Jerzy Gliksman, Michael
Karpovich, Paul Keckemeti, George F, Kennman, Franklin H. Littell, Boris
Mirkine~Guetzevitch, Albexrt Lauterback, Gerold Robinson, N. S. Timasheff,
Bertram Wolfe. Friedrich, ed., Totalitarianism, pp. 39-84.



specific totalitarian ingredient in these ideologles~~-the employment and
glorification of violence to attain the ideological goals~-is largely
absent from the ideas the totalitarian ideologies have utilized.ll fThe
uge of aun official ideology as an imstrument for rallying the efforts of
the people was clearly foreseen by the early theoreticians of dictatorial
gystems, Plato's "noble lies" aund Sorel's "myths'" serve the same purpose
as the racial doctrine of the Nazis or the Marxist dialectic in Russia,
The ideologiecs of the totalitarian states of the twentieth century are
organic in that they hold that the nation or state is a kind of living
organiem in which the individual is a single cell.

Hannah Arendt points out three totalitarian elements which are
peculiar to ideological thinking but are predominate in totalitarian
ideologies., All ideologies claim that they have a total explanation to
man'e purpose and existence. Thus ideological thinking becomes indepen-
dent of all experience since it already has a full explanation and can
learn nothing new; it is almost as though the ideology had supplied 1its
adherent with a sixth sense. Furthermore, thought is emancipated from
reality by certain methods of demonstration such as reasoning or dialectics, 12

Because of this total explanation and ewmancipation from reality the
ideologies of the totalitarian state in the tweantieth century have replaced
or superseded religion., The energies and forces which once found their
outlet and expression in religion and gave to the Church the power to limit

the despotic ruler were now the driving force behind the despotic regimes

priedrich and Brzezinski, Totalitarian Dictatorship, pp. 97 - 151.

12prendt, Origins, pp. 468-474.
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of the twentieth century.la

C. W. Cassinelli, a political scientist who has responded to the
Friedrich-Brzezinski model in articles in leading political science journals,
accepte the general traits of the model but criticizes some of their con-
clusiens. For instance, he contends that totalitariasn leadership uses the
ideology to create maximum insecurity among the people it controls. There-
fore he argues against Friedrich's and Brzezinski's use of the term '"doc-
trine" fn discussing ideology. He thinks that the concept of a doctrine im-
plies that totalitarian beliefs have both factual and ethical content, which
he denies and he disputes the Friedrich-Brzezinski contention that the doc-
trines of the ideology are the basis for beliefs in science history and the
arts. Bis denial is based on the contention that the Nazis diswmiseed those
scholars who were willing to serve them, and that Stalin neither deseribed an
original utopia nor did he develop the Marzian concept of a classless society.14
He further argues that leaders and potential leaders are trained, not in
order to indoctrinate them with the ideology but to condition them to accept
an unstable, arbitrarily shifting gospel to be handed down by the leaders.
Caseinelli feels that maximum insecurity can be created by ideology only when

it reaches 1its aim of obliterating the distinction between truth and falaehood.ls

Lgurian, "Totalitarianiem as Religion," Friedrich, ed., Totalitariane
ism, p. 124, Bertram Wolfe pointed out in the discussion period after this
paper that totalicarian regimes are psychologically exhaustive in that they
demand total paseion and total engagement and that the ideologies all contain
an eminent eschatology. Ibid., pp. 134-135. Ideology as a replacement for
religion is also stressed by R. R. Palmer, A History of the Modern World
(New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1966), p. 812.

14, w. Cassinelli, 'Totalitarianism, Ideclogy and Propaganda," Journal
of Politics, XXII (February 1960), = 70-72. For another who denies the factual
and ethical conteat see Hannah Arendt, '"The Mob and the Elite,"” Partisan Review
XVI (November-December 1950), . 819, Arendt, Origins, p. 336.

Ycassinellt, mid., p. 93.
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In their discugsion of the totalitarian party Friedrich and Brzezinski
point out that such a party is decidely different from the political parties
found in constitutional democratic regimes. Within the totalitarian party
are special cadres of highly selective elites. Despite the purges caused by
changes in leadership or ideological direction the party still constitutes
the mainstay of the totalitarian dictatorship for without its support the
total power of the dictator would be fnconceivable. The position of unques~
tioned leadership held by the dictator gives the party its peculiar dynemie,
and the subjection of its members to the dictator is the pyschological counter-
part to the party'e ruthless assertion of the will and determination to rule
and shape the soclety im its 1mage.15

Capsinelli thinks that Friedrich and Brzezinski do not go far enough
in pointing out the differences between the totalitarian and non-totalitarian
party. He argues that the totalitarian party is not a ruling group. This, he
contends etrengthens the broad concept he holds that totalitarianism is not
simply a society based on a doctrine which describes an utopia nor a modern
autocracy differing from lesser ones by the comprehensivences of its political
control but a quest for unlimited power. He contendse that the totalitarian
party, although it comprises only a small percentage of the population, is
s8till too unwieldy a group and this, combined with the inefficient organiza-
tion structure of the party apparatus, makes it impossible for the party to
function &8 a ruling group. The real function of the party, in Cassimelli's
view, i8 to control all ideas and actions especially in those individuals who

show any potential for original thought and thus poteniial for leadership,17

16prtedrich and Brzezingki, Totalitarian Dictatorship, pp. 45-59.

¢, w. Cassinelll, 'The Totalitarian Party," The Journal of Politics,
XXIV (February 1962), . ll-41.
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The determination of the totalitarian state to achleve total
change creates the necessity for terroristic police control and super-
vision of the party. Terror becomes the vital nerve of the cystem be-
cause it ig the fundamental method of achieving the particular goals of
the regime while maintaining the sense of permanent revolution that is
necessary to prevent the regime losing ite character and possibly its
powver.

Totalitarian soclety has a passion for unanimity that surpasses
that of any other society. This passion for consensus makes the totali-
tarian insist on the enthusiastic assent of the entire population. The
need for this assent has resulted in plebiscites which give ninety per-
cent support to the government. To effect this sort of unanimity, an
elaborate machinery of terror is necessary. The whole machinery of this
terror is based on an elastic criminal code which makes the category of
political crime a broad one.

Purges, confessions, and the ever present threat of confinement
in camps become part of the terror equipment in a developed totalitarian
gystem, The purge provides the mechaniem for elimination and stimulation
within the movement. The public trisl, with the spectacle of confessions,
is used to vilify the opposition and to underline the infallibility of the
leadership. The camps serve as a means of liquidating the enemy and as a
source of cheap labor. All three wake a contribution to the terror by
which the system reinforces the propaganda which in time produces the al-
most complete consensus required by the totalitarian govermment., The

gradual evolution and perfection of these instruments of terror often
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mirror the history of the totalitarian regime.l18

Boris Meipsner, a professor at the University of Kiel, argues that
all discussions of totalitarianism have been vitiated by over-emphasis on
mags terror ae the distinguishing feature of such a regime. He contends
that terror is not a necessary ingredient im totalitarianism. BHe claims
the really distinctive characteristic of totalitarieniem is total control
from above of all functiong and thought in every area of the life of the
soclety including total planning in the political and cultural sectora of
the society as well as in the economic sector. He does not explain how-
ever, how all this is effected without terror.l?

Herbert Marcuse does not see terror as a means of gupporting the
ideology of the totalitarian society. He argues that the purgues in Russia
during the middle and later thirties camnot be attributed to a philosophical
concepkt., He contends that the need for terror differs in totalitarian
societies but its basiec use 15 to suspend the normal controls of law and
order.20 In this he agrees with Alex Inkeles who, like Cassinelli, feels
that the real purpose of terror in the totalitarian state is to create in
every man a deep sense of insecurity. Thus terror i{s important not only
for handling those whom the regime wishes to eliminate but also those whom
it regards as solid citizens. Terror becomes the means for imstitutionaliz-

ing anod channeling anxiety.zl

18priedrich and Brzezinsk!, Totalitarian Dictatorship, pp. 161-202.

Yporis Meissner, 'Totalitarian Rule and Social Change," Problems
of Commmigm, XX (November-December 1966), . 56-61.

zoﬂetbert Marcuse, 'Notee on the Problem of Historical Laws,"
Partisan Review, XXVI (Winter 1959), . 117-139,

2lplex Inkeles, "The Totalitarian Mystique: Some Impreseions of the
Dynamics of Totalitarian Soclety," Friedrich, ed., Totalitarianism, p. 106,
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The fourth component in the FriedricheBrzezingkl model of totali-
tarianism is control of mass communicatiomns. The uses of this control for
propaganda are obvious, To the totalitarian, ideac axe weapons and so not
only must the population be indoctrinated with daily doses of ideology but
protected from outside ideas. Since education can be one of the most
effective means of communicating ldeas it too must be carefully comtrolled.
The responsibility for the ideological traiming of the younger generation
is usually assumed by the party. The youth movements in Stalinist Russia
and Nazi Germany appealed to the moral sense of youth., This appeal was
based on the concept that through such groups youth could effect a moral
resurgence of their country. The youth movement has been used both as a
training ground and as a recruiting device for ultimate party membership.22

This particular component of the Friedrich-Brzezinski model shows
clearly how all the components interlock, The ideclogy is the basis from
which the propaganda used by the controlled communications media is drawn;
the propaganda then Instills the people, particularly the youth of the
country, with the principles of the ideology, often making the youth use-
ful 1n.the terroristic police control as informers on their friends and
family. This terroristic control helps in turn to buttress the ideology.

The totalitarian control of the economy, whether in the name of the
state, party, nation or proletariat, expands the role of bureauecracy much
ag8 has happened in all industrial nations, The distinction in the case of
totalitarianism, apart from the lack of any institutional pattern of respon-

sibiitity, is the sharp dualism of governmental and party bureaucracy. Any

225, fedrich and Brzesinski, Totalitarian Dictatorghim, pp. 60-69.
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extension in imdustrial or bureaucratic size creates internal arguments
which, at least temporarily, cause deterioration. In those societies vhere
there has been a high degree of bureaucratizacion before the totaiitarfan
regime there is marked retrogreenion after it, This 13 due no doubt to
party interference and controls brought about by the insistence that mot
only people in key policy posts but officiale up and down the line be
active members of the party.z3

Isaac Deutscher thinks the ratlonality of bureaucracy will instead
transformm the totalicarian regime. His thesis is that 1f totalitarian
regimes are not overthrowm they will eventually be transformed into more
democratic states by the subtler but irresistible influence of the rational-
ity that is inherent in the bureaucratic and managewisl apparatus that is
necessary to the modern state.?? Brzeminski argues against Deutscher's
idea, First he questions the concept thot rationality, as the mode of
thought induced by the requiremeats of the nodern bureaucratic state, s
really incompatible with modern totalitarianism. Secondly he points out
that in Nazl Germany with few exceptions the German bureaucrate and techno-
crats adjusted umeekly to the requirements of the totallitarian movement and
that Russian bureaucrats have been indoctrinated to follow the party line,

not to change 1t.25

231b1d., pp. 205-221.

261533 Peutscher, Russia: Uhat Mowe? (New York: Oxford Unlversity
Press, 1953). Allen Eassof, "The Administered Society; Totalitarianism
Without Fear," World Politics XVI (April 1964), pp. 558-375, argues that in
the post-Stalin era the adminigtered cociety 1s going to Le an example of
a "more advanced form of tocalitarianism,

2SBrzezinaki, American Political Science Review, L, 757.
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The Friedrich-Brzezingki model distinguiches the following traits
as forming the components of the totalitarian state; an officlal ideology;

a single mass party; & monopoly of mass communications; control of the
effective means of armed combat; terroristic police control; snd central
control of the entire economy. As important as these traits are in dis-
tinguishing totalitarianism from other forme of despotigm the definitive
feature of totalitarianism lies in the word total., All cultures have had
their ideologiees but the ideology of a totalitarian soclety is deliberately
total, embracing and prescribing every aspect of human life. Every modern
society has involved a state, yet the totalitarisn state is designed to

be total, that is coextensive with society itself.

It is basic to this study that totalitarianism be considered a pro-
duct of the twentieth century. The word itself was coined in this century
to describe states that could not be satisfactorily described with such
words as autocracy, dictatorship, despotism or tyramny. It is zlso impor-
tant not to think of it only as a deseriptive term for the developments in
Rugsia and Germany in the nineteen thirties and forties but as a potential
development in any twentieth century society. Without the atomlized men
that Hannah Arendt describes, a totalitarlan society is not possible, and
atomized men can be found throughout western soclety. Perhaps 1t is
necessary for the establishment and maintenance of an indigenous totalitariaa
‘sogiety for the society to have reached so vast and complicated a plane that
the individual can no longer see his relationship to the whole and feels him-
self superfluous and helpless in a world beyond his power to understand

without the props provided by the totalitarian illusion. The totalitarian
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ideology appeals because it teplaces the.relativistic tendency to question
the existence of truth with a dogma. It offers a fantasy substitute for
the comunity.

The students of totalitarianism have provided a model of the
twentieth century totalitarian state. This model glves meaning to the
term totalitarian as far as the structure of such a state is concerned.
Yet as a model it remains a mere skeleton, an abstraction from which the
esgential element of historical reality is abgent, This reality can be
provided by history which studies particular gocieties in their specific
manifestation. It can also be provided to some extent by men who have
lived with twentieth century totalitarianism and have created literary
works out of thelr experience with it. These works recreate 1life within
the totalitariam context. Thus the novelists from their individual view-
points can help to add flesh to the skeleton of the model of the twentieth
century totalitarian state. As George Kennan has suggested, perhaps the
purest ¢xpression of totalitarianiem a8 a general phenomenon is to be
found in the fictional and symbollc images created by such novelists as
Orwell and Kafka.26 Through the insight of the noveligts acquired by
their experience with twentieth century totalitarianism we can gain a
deeper understanding of its meaning. By examining their insights we may
be able to better comprehend the general phenomenon of totalitarianism in

the twentieth ceantury.

25George F. Rennan, "Totalitarianism in the Modern World,"
Friedrich, ed.,, Totalitarianism, p. 19.



CHAPTER 1I
THE NOVELISTS AND THE TOTALITARIAN EXPERIENCE

Iamnapoet. .. Ihave a sixth sense that enables me
to catch a glimpse of the future. Every poet ia a pro-
phet. I am only sorry my prophecies are so pessimistic.
¥y mission as a poet compels me to shout them from the
housetops, even when they are unpleasant.

Gheorghiu, The Twenty-fifth Hour

Some of the novelists in this study were prophets foreseeing the
totalitarian state in its entirety. Most of the novelists, however,
experienced twentieth century totalitarianism in one form or another,

From thelr experience with totalitarianism has arisen their fear that it

is endemic in western civilization, On the whole their novels are attempts
to show how easily the totalitarian state can be created, Without ex-
ception they protest totalitarianism'se anti-human, anti-individual baeis.

The novelist used in this study vary as much in the types of lives
they have led as they do in their nationality backgrounds, There are
purely literary figures and men of action, Nobel prize winners and inferior
talents, advocates of a particular ideology and non-political men. Despite
their differences they do have more in common than haviﬁg written novels
in twentieth century Europe. With one exception they have all had direct
contact with a twentieth century totalitarian etate. Thelr individual
experiences with totalitarianism should be taken into account before

studying their literary interpretations of it.

18
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The novelist who is the least politically involved and the most
prophetic is Pranz Kafka., He was borm in Prague in July 1883. BHe was
tutored at home prior to attending school; after the Gymnasium he entered
law school and received his doctorate in jurisprudence in 1906, After his
graduation he toolt a minor job with an Italian ingurance company until
1908 vhen he cbtained a semi-government job with a worker's aceident
insurance institute which afforded him good pay and short hours.

Kafka suffered from terrible headaches and general bad health,
vhich eventually led to tuberculosis. He vas mystical by nature and
this strain became move prenounced under various intellectusl influences
such as his friendships with Max Brod and Franz Verfel and his studies
of Kierkepaard and Pascal,

In 1913 his first book was published. When the war broke out he
wvas exempted from military service because of his goverament position and
hie poor health, During the winter of 1916~17 he began work on The Irial
while his health continued to deciine, BHe spent six months in the country
and then returned to Prague to continue his work and his wricing with
intermittant stays in sanatoriums. His health continued to fail and he
died in June 1924.

Kafka's literary career lasted only ten years and he published
litcle, having destroyed many of hie manuscripts. He even requested his
friend, Max Brod, to destroy any existing manuscripts when he died,
Fortunatecly, Brod did not. Most of Kafka's work was publiched posthumpusly.

Eafka remains one of the most influential writers of the twentieth century:»
for his work prefigures the work of most of the writers who are considered
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repregentative of our age.l'

Arthuy Koestler wae born in Budapest, Hungary, in September 1905.
He spent his childhood in Hungary, Austria and Germany and attended the
University of Vienna. In 1926 he went to Palestine where he obtained a
job as a foreipgn correspondent for the Ullstein Publications, In 1929 he
left the Middle East to become thelr Paris correspondent, and in 1930 he
was appointed editor of their Berlin newspaper B.Z. am Mittag, In December
1931 he joined the Communist Party to which hé belonged for seven years.
In the middle thirties he traveled in central Asia and spent a year in
Russia.

In 1936 he went to Spain in order to gather information ou Italian
and German intervention for the Party. He posed as a correspondent for
both the Hungarian paper Pester Lioyd and for the London News Chronicle.
The day after his arrival at Franco's headquarter he was recognized as a
former Ullstein man and a8 Communist. Despite a warrant being issued for
his arrest he managed to escape to Gibraltar. BHe spent the next five
months between Paris, London and Spain.

In February 1937 he was captured by the Falangists on the Andalusian
front. He was sentenced to death and spent a hundred days in Franco prisons
expecting to be shot. Protests from England held up his‘ execution, and in
May 1937 he was exchanged for another prisoner. It was during this period
that his distllusionment with the party began to be very pronounced as a

result of his Spanish experiences.

I‘Btanlay J. Kumitz and Henry Haycraft, eds., "Franz Kafka,"
Iwentieth Century Authoxrs: A Biographical Dictlonary of Modern Iiterature
(New York: The H, W. Wilson Co., 1942), pp. 740-741., Clavde Mauriac, Th
New Litergture, trans. 5., Stone (New York: George Braziller, Inc., 19-5-5%
ppl 15"34.
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When World War II began Koestler was arrested by the French police
as a refugee and imprisoned. After his release in January 1940 he followed
a circultous route which led to his escape to England that fall. In April
1941 he enlisted in the British Army. His novel, Darkness at Noom, based
on the Moscow Trials, was published that same year.

Since World War II he has continued to write a variety of books
and be at places where things are happening. In 1948 for inatance, he
was in Palestine. He lives intermitteatly im Pennsylvania, England and
France. His latest book was published in 1968,2

The most politically active of the novelists is Ignazio Bilone who
was born Secondo Tranquilli at Peseina, Italy on May 1, 1900, He attended
school in his village until it suffered an earthquake in which his mother
and two brothers were killed. He completed his formal education in a
variety of Catholic imstitutions., He gives two reasons for not attending
a university: "In the first place I was advised not to do so by doctors
who gave me very few years to live and in the second place political work
left me very little free time."

He was indeed busy in politice. In 1917 he joined the Peasant
League of Pescina, became secretary of the Federation of Land Workers of
the Abruzzi and his opposition to the war led him to join a socislist organi-
zation and be appointed secretary of the Youth of Roma., In 1918 he became
editor of Avanguardia which represented the extreme left of the anti-war
movement. In 1921 he helped found the Italien Communist Party and traveled

in Russia. In 1922 he was the editor of a Trieste newspaper, 11 Lavoratore,

2St:au.'nley J. Kunitz, ed., "Arthur Koestler,'" Twentieth Century Authors:

A Biographical Dictionary, First Supplement (New York: The H. W. Wilson Co.,
1955) pp. 531-533.
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which was often raided by the Fascists. In 1925 he left Italy for a brief
period., He was dencunced in 1928 to the Fascist Spscial Tribune for clane
destine politieal activity. During this period he had had brief stays in
priaons both in Spain amd Italy. After his denunciation he fled to Switzer-
land. While there he wrote his two most famoue books, Bread and Wine and
Fontamara, both to & great extent autoblographical. He left the Communist
Party in 1930,

After the var he took an active part in politics again ae manager of
Avantil, as member of the constituent assembly, and as leader of the left
wving of Italian Democratic Sccialism, In 1950 he retired from political
life to continue with his literary lzufe.3

George Orwell although not active in politics as such was active in
political controversy. He was born in Bengal in 1903 of Anglo~Indian parento,
He attended Etom from 1917 to 1921. From 1922 to 1927 he eerved with the
Imperial Police ia Burma, Afterwards he wandered about Europe and England
writing and supporting himself with menial jobs. By 1935 he couwld support
hingelf with his writing alone and he moved to the English countyy side.

In 1936 Orwell went to Spain to observe and write about the civil war,
He joined the P,0.U.M, milita, which was part of the non-Communist left, as
a private and fought mainly on the Aragon front, He was never, even at his
most radical enamoured of Marxism as an intellectual system., He was, how-
ever, a partisan of the Commmist program for the Spanish Civil war., Like
Koestler his Spanish experience, including his growing belief that the real
intention of the Comminist Party was to prevent the revolution really happea-

ing in Spain, compieted his disolutionment with the party. As he said:

'Y

"

3Kn.u:su:a:.. ed., Twentieth Century Authors. First Supplement, pp. 910~
911, Richard Crosecman, ed., Ihe God That Falled (New York: Barper &
Brothers, 1949). p. 261.
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What I gaw in Spain, and wvhat I have seen since of the

inner workings of left wing political parcies, have

given me a horror of politice., I was for e while a mem~

ber of the Independent Labor Party, but left them at the

beginning of the present war because I considered they

were talking nonsenge and proposing a line of policy that

could only make thinge easier for Mitler,%

He was badly wounded in the civil var. After hie recovery he
returned to England where he continued co write. Much of his work was
aantietotalitarian in theme. Although he was not active in politice in
the manner of Silone he remained interested in 1t, wrote of it and con-
tinued to engage in political debates until his death from tuberculosis
in January 1950,3

The one Ruseian in this study, Eugene Zamiatin, was bora in 1884
in Tambor province, He graduated in 1908 from St. Petersburg Polytechnical
Institute as a ship buildar, Be was actively involved in the revolutionary
movement, A story of his, printed 1in 1911, led to hie arrest by the Czar's
Secret Police and his imprisonment and then banishment to Lachta.

Because he was building ehips in England betwean 1915 and 1917 he
misged the February Revoluticn. BHo described thie life long regret ae
feeling, "like one who never having been in love gets up one morning and
finis himself married about tem years." He did, howvever, get back to
Russia in time for the October Revolution. He taught science at the Poly-
technical Institute and edited literary journals. From 1920 on in essays

and in ehort storvies he warned against the insidious pressures of conformity.

4gunite and Baycraft, ed., "George Orwell,” Tweatieth Century
Authors, p. 1058,

Sgunite, ed., "George Orwell,” Twentieth Century Authors., First
Supplement, p. 743. '"Orwell in Extenso" The Times Loundon Literary Supple-
ment, No. 3 (October 17, 1968), pp. 1165-1166, Orweil, George, Homage to
Catalonia Boston: Beacon Prees, 1955. (First publighed 1952: UNew York,
Rarcourt Brass & Co.)
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Bie novel He was written in 1920 and although it was not published
in the Soviet Union it was not unknown in literary circles where it was
read in manuseript form. We fivst appeared in 1924 fn the United States
aad then in French and Czech editions. Zamiatin was criticized in the
Soviet press and in 1929 vhen & Rusgliaun version of We was publighed abroad,
he was dencumced by the officisl press as a counter revolutionary. He wes
compelled to rescign from professional organizations and his wvorke were no
longer published. In 1931 he wrote a letter to Joseph Stalin requesting
permission to leave since for him befug no longer allowed to publish was
tantamount to a death sentence, He and his wife vere granted passports
and after brief travels in Burcpe he settled in Paris vhere he died in 1937.6
Another of the noveligts who combined, at least during part of his
1ife, a literary and an activist career is Albert Camus. Camus was born
in 1913 in Algeria. Bie father was killed that year in the first battle
of the Mamne and Camus was raised by his mother in a poor district of
Alglers, He attended the local primary school and won a scholarship to a
lycée. 1In 1930 ho was diagnosed as tubercular. After a short reet he re-
turned to Algiers and was briaefly a political propagandist for the Commnist
Parcty which he joined at twenty-one. He left the Party in 1935 a fow wmonths
after Laval'’s mission to Moscow and the modification of the party line on
the question of Algerian moslems, During the early thirties he continued
hie university etudies on a part-time basis and 1in 1936 completed hic

Sguntte end Rayeraft, eds., "Eugene Zamintia,"” Twentieth Century
Authors, p. 13567-1568. FKunitz, ed., "Bugene Zamiatin,' Twemtieth Century
Authors, First Supplement, pp. 119-120, Peter GZudy, "Introduction,’
Eugene Zamiatin, We (Rew York: E. P. Dutton & Co., Inc., 1924), pp. vexi,
Marc Slonim, "“Preface," Ibid., pp. xiil-zviii,
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dissertation on relations between Creek and Christian thought in Plotinus
and Saint Augustine. A ncw attack of tuberculosis prevented his taking
the agrepation and in 1937 his university career ended.

From then until 1939 he traveled a great deal, worked tn the avant
garde theatre in Algilers, and served as an apprentice journaliet on the
Alger-Bepublfean, At the outbreak of World War II he volunteered for
aervice and was rejected on arounds of health, S8iunce his anti~colonfalism
made it impossible for him to €ind a job in North Africa he went to France
in 1940, In Paris he jolued the staff of Paris~Soix but the German invasion
cut this career short and he returned to Oran to teach in a private school.
In 1942 he returned to France and joined a southern resistance netuork.

Be operated chiefly in Lyon amd Bt, Etiemne until ncar the emd of 1943 when
the resictance gent him to work in Paris.

After the liberation of Paris he took over the editorship of Combat
vhich had begun appearing during the Occupation. He continued in this
position until 1948, During the middle forties some of his plays vere
produced in Paris and some of his novels and essays published., The Plaaue
was publighed in 1947. In 1957 he received the Hobel Prize for literature.
On January 4, 1960 he was killed in an automobile accident.?

The foremost figure in German letters in the twentieth century,
Thomas Mann, was born 4in 1875 in Lubeck, Germany. He wae the second son

of a father who was a well-to~do merchant and Senator in the city government

730hn Cruickshank, Albert Camus and the Literature of Revolt (New
York: Oxford University Press, 668, 196 3 pp. 11-19., Robert deLuppe, A Albert
Camus, trans. John Cumming and J. Hargreaves, (London: The Merlin Press,
1965); Ppe xiexiti,
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and a mother who was a Brazilian of wixed German and Portuguese blood.
After his father's death in 1891 the family moved to Munich. Thomas
stayed in Lubeck to finish school and joined the family in 1893. In Mumich
he went to work as an insurance clerk. He left his job after a year to
attend some university classes and then went to Italy for two and a half
years wvith his older brother, Hoinrich, also a noveliet and essayist,
While in Italy he began hie first movel Buddenbrooks which is full of
autobiographical references, When he returned to Munich he worked for a
vhile as an editor of Simplictfssimus and finished Buddenbrooks which wae
published in 1900,

From 1898 when his firset volume of short stories appearved, until
the Firet World War his collections of short estories appeared at regular
intervals. After the war he journied in Italy, Egypt, and the near east.
The war changed Mann from a "non-political” writer to a self-concious
spokesman for Germany. He appearcd at first as a romantic conservative.
His moat reactionary book, Reflections of a Non~Political Man, mirrored
his conservative viewpoint and bis clash with his brother Hetnrich. OCrad-
uvally he moved away from his conservative position &s shown by his endorse-
ment of the Weimar government end hie later political addresses, particulary
his courageous speech against the Nazis, Appeal to Reason. One of his most
famous novels, The Mapic Mountain, was publighed in 1914 aud was an fumediate
success, He wap awvarded the Hobel prize for literature io 1929,

Mann left Germany in Februsry 1933 for a brief vacation and did not
return for sixteen years. At firet he stayed in Switzerland. There was
some criticiem in intellectusl circles over his failure to denounce the Hazi

regime in its firet yeare of pover. He finally broke silence in an open
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letter vhich was published in the prese in February 1936. The Nazi regime
revolked his citizenship and banned his books in reply.

He came to the United Scates in 1938 and spent two years at Prince~
ton. In the spring of 1941 he moved to southern California where he
jJoined a colony of German exiles which included Brumo talter, Arnmold
Schoenberg, and Pranz Werfel. In 1941 he became an smerican Citizen.

His novel Doctor Faugstus vas published in 1949 and stirred a lively debate

in the United States and bitter controversy in Gormony., In 1949 he ve-
turned briefly to Germany to recelve & Goethe prize In Frankfurt am Main
and another such prize in the Russian Occupied Zone of Germany for which
he was highly criticized. This criticism later coupled wich the MeCarthy
committee’s investigation of come of his friends helped him decide to
leave the United States. In 1952 he moved to Switzerland and establighed
a permanent home near Zurich vhere he died in his elghtieth year - 19559
Constantine Virgil Gheorghiu was born in Rumania in 1916, His
father vas the priest in a rvemote mountain village. He went to the Royal
Military College at Kishiniew and then to the University of Bucharest.
After graduation he was called 1ato the army. He bepgan writing poctry in
college and {n 1940 he won the Royal Poetry prize, While in the army he
wrote pro-government movels, He wag transferred to the diplomatic corps.
Gheorghiuv and his wife were serving with the legation in Yugoslavia
when the goup d'etat of Auguet 1944 changed Rumania from ally to enemy of
Germany and from enemy to ally of Rusela. This coup marked the beginning

BJeseph G. Brennan, Thomas Mann's World (New York: Russell and
Russell, Iac., 1962). Henry Batfieid, Thomas Mann: An Introduction to
His Fictirn (London: Peter Owen Ltd., 1952), pp. 147-153.
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of their exile. His wartime books made him an enemy of the new govern-
ment. His service along the border in 1920 and 1930 made bim efraid of
the Russians. Yet 1f they went to the West they would be interned £or‘
aes membere of faseist diplomatic corps they were automatically enemies.
They went west and were interned,

After they were released he attended courses in theology at the
University of Heidelberg, At the same time he searched desparately for
work in order to relieve the conditions of near starvation under which
they lived, His last hope of work, a job with the Canadian Work Commission,
was destroyed when they refused to hire him because intellectuals have no
muscles. Cheorghiu wrote: "and so he refused to buy me. Canade refused
to buy me. It was then that I began to write Ora 25."

He wrote the novel between 1946 and 1948. He had barely finished
it when a compatriot denounced the novel to the police and Gheorghiu was
arrested., He escaped and with his wife made his way to Paris on foot with
a copy of the novel. A French publisher bought it twenty four hours after
its submission and it became the biggest best seller in France since World
War IL

He and his wife remained in Paris where he has written eight other
novels the last of which has been tranelaced into English. 1In May 1963
he became Father Gheorghiu of the Paris colony Rupanian Orthodox Church.

He continues to officiate at his church and to write.?

9Const. -Virgil Gheorghiu, "Journal to Ora 25," Boogks Abroad,
XXIv (1950), pp. 229-233, Const.-Virgil Gheorghiu, Review of The Twenty-
fifech Hour, New York Times Book Review, October 29, 1950, p. 8. Mary
Gaddis Rose, "C. V. Gheorghiu - - After The 25th Hour,' Books Abroad,
XLYI (Spring 1967), . 166-168.
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It is obvious even from these brief biographical gketches that the
noveliste qualify as observers of the twentieth century totalitarian state.
For some of the novelisats their experience with a totalitarian state has
been overvhelming, for others it has been merely inecidental to their livees.
Yet despite the varying depths of their experiences they have all trans=-
lated that experience into the literary medium. In the process of this
translation they have given us a great deal more than the traditional
journals and memoirs that are often used to buttress historical aceoumts.
Not only do they sce more clearly into the ways of humanity but they are
much more capable of expreassing theese iasipghtsg,

To uae the varying insights of these novelists into twentieth century
totalitarianism with any sort of validity some standard of comparison must
be utilized. The organic model of the totalitarian state created by
Friedrich and Brzezinski can supply this etendard. The model has been
selected on the basis of its wide acceptance as a frame of reference for
the study of the total state through the novels., Like all models this is
an gbgtraction from reality and camnnot be proved true or false but must be
judged on grounds of usefulness. In using this model as the basis for
examining the novels we shall have to keep in mind the conflicting opinions
about the various componentse. We can then compare the novelists view of
the totalitarian society with these traits and judge whether the novels
verify ard amplify them or instead validate some of the opposing arguments.

Yet limiting the study of the novels to the model along would mean
concentrating exclusively on political institutions 9nd relations instead
of the areas in which the novel affords a unique contribution. It is in
the insights of the novels into the psychological aspects of totalitarianism

and into the sense of life in a total state that this econtribution is wade.



CHAPTER IIX
THE TOTALYTARIAN IDEGLOGY

There vere two in parvadise and the choice was offeved to
them: Happiness without freedom or freedom without happi~
ness « » « They « « « chose freedom . . + For centuzries
aftervard they longed for fatters . . . We found a way to
regain happiness . . . No more meddling with good ami evil
ani all that; everything is simple again, heavenly childe
ishly simple! . . . For all this preserves our nonfreedonm
that i{s our happiness,

Zamliatin, He

A return to Eden ig the aim of all ideologies., They postulate
perfect societies in which problems no longer exist, Bo ideology is
simply a political theory; it attempte much more « =~ a total explenation
of life. As a total explanation of 1ife it of uneceseity gives all answers
and by so doing removes the burden of mozal choice from its adherents. This
is particularly true of the ideology of a totalitsrian state, although all
ideclogies, as Baunah Arendt has pointed out, have fnherently totalitarian
features. Each gives s "total" explanation for man's existence and purpoee
and this explanation frees ideslogical thinking from learning from experience.
Ideological thought is also removed fvrom reality by {te particular method of
demonstration euch as reasoning or dialectics. In this role, the totalitarian
ideology assumes the nature of a religion. Ome can quite legitimately com-
pare the totalitarion ideologies and emotions with those of religion. The
totalitarian fdeology replaces God with the State and directs the religlous
fervor of the population to the State by ansuering the big questions with
even more assurance than most religions. The ideology aluo requires the

faith that religion requires.
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Friedrich and Braezinski see the official ideology as an evolving
doctring which provides answers in all spheres of 1ife and as an instru-
ment for rallying the efforts of the people. Other students of twentieth
century totalitarianiam ses the ideology &8s an instrunent used to foster
the ultimate aim of totalitarianiem - -~ the breakdown between truth and
faleehood.

The ideologies of the tuentieth century totslitarfan astates, ale
though different in content, are gimilar in their belief that the state
19 a living organism in which the individual is a single cell.

The ideology of Stalinist Russia saw the state as the vhole and
the individual ae the part. 7The Marmist ideology of this state is based
on dialectical ressoning. Yet a thought procese based on reason, no matter
how logically constructed becomes divorced from reality and must demand
ascoptance on faith. As Rubashov, the protagoniat of Darkuaess at Noonm,
explains in his diary:

But how can the presant decide what will be judged truth in

the future? We are doing the work of prophets without their

gift. We replaced visien by logical deduction; but although

ve started from the sane point of departure, we came to diver~

gent vesults, Proof disproved proof, and finally we had to

recur to faith -~ -~ to axiomatic faith in the rightness of

ons's ovn reasoning . . . Geometyy is the purest realization

of human reason; but Euclid's axioms caunnot bde proved. He

vho does not believe in them sees the whole building crash.l

Hot only do totalictarian ideologles require the faith of a religion
but they also elict the emotional fervor of a religion. The religious ine
toxication of an ideology is well deascribed in Doctor Faustus., Even the
narrator of thenovel, Serenus Zeitbloom, who is & humanist and man of
reagon feala this appeal. In describing Nazi Germany in the late forties

he urites:

larthur Eoestler, Darkneas at NHgon, trans. Daphne Hardy (modexn
Library Edition, New Yorlk: The Macmillan Co., 1941), p. 100.
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When I think of the exaltation and blind ardour of its

uprieing, the breaking-out, the breaking-up, the breaking

down; the purifying and fresh start, the national new

birth of ten years ago, that seemingly religious intoxi-

cation - - vhich then betrayed itself to any intelligent

person for what it was by its crudity, vulgarity, gange-

teriem, sadiem, degradation, f£ilthiness - - . , , We drank

-~ = for we Germans perennially yearn for intoxication ~ -

and under ita spell through years of deluded high living,

we conmitted a superfluity of shameful deeds, which now must

be paid for,2

The similarity between religion and ideology 1s portrayed in
Bread and Wine. Silone demonstrates this through his hero, Pletro
Spina. Silone draws an obvioue symbolic parallel between the Church
and the Party. Pletro, a Communist party member, has returned to his
native land, ill and under indictment, He must conceal his identify
in the role of the priest, Don Paolo, while he regains his health. As
& boy in church schools he had been very religious and had hoped to be-
come a salnt. But he had left the church in disgust when he saw the
echism between its actions and what it preached:

That disgust had provided his sole impulse for joining the

socialists . . . His return to Italy had been en attempt

to . . . get away from the Marxist bureaucracy, to return

to the rank-and-file and recapture in action the enthusiaem

that had originally led him into the movement,3

Pietro points out that in his career as a Marxist and revolutionary
he has never met nor read of a revolutionary who had become so out of
scientific conviction or econcmic calculation. The original impulse had

in every case been moral condemnation of existing society.

2Thumaa Mann, Doctor Faustus: The Life of the German Composer
Adrian Leverkuhn as Told by a Frienﬂ, trans. H. T. Love-Porter (New York:
Alfred A. Knopf, 19485. p. 175,

3Ignazio Silone, Bread and Wine, Trans, Gwenda David and Eric
Mosbacher (New York: Harper & Brothers, 1937), p. 68.
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He shows how the doctrine of the party soon takes over, leaving
no chance for personal decisions and moral considerations. Party ideology
dictates his choice and Pietro questions thie choice:

Has not truth, for me, become party truth? Has not

justice, for me, become party justice? Have not party

interests ended by deadening all my discrimination be-

tween moral values? Do I too, not desplge them ag

petty-bourgeols prejudices? Have I escaped from the

opportunism of a decadent Church only to fall bondage

to the opportunism of a party?4

Rubachov in analyeing the reasons for his imprisomment shows how
an ideology can evolve. After the revolution there had been two factions
vithin the party. One, to which Rubashov belonged, thought the revolution
should be carried abroad in accordance with the Marxist philosophy. The
other group, to which No. 1 belonged, thought that this period was a time
of reaction and that they should fortify their position and wait uyntil
the world was ready for another revolution. No. 1's policy won out and
the purges followed in which those who continued to support what was no
longer part of the ideology - -~ world revolution now - - were eliminated.

This type of conflict which can arise over aims within a single
ideology ie well {llustrated in Darknese at Noon by the story of Admiral
Bogrov, a hero of the revolution. He was executed during the purges be-
cause he agvncated the construction of submarines of large tonnage and
long range capabilitiles while No., 1's men advocated small submarines with
limited capabilities., Both sides had logical arguments yet the basic

problem lay outeide the sphere of naval armaments and in the sphere of

long range policy, Big submarines meant a policy of aggression and thus

4Tbid., p. 69.
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the furthering of the world revolution. Small submarines, on the other
hand, meant coastal defense and therefore self defenge and postponement
of the revolution. So Bogrov despite his loyalty to the revolution died
because of a change in ideological policy.

Those who argue that an ideology influences all spheres of soclety
are partially right. An ideology, at least as shown in Darkness at Noon,
can change direction and even some of its basic tenets yet the need to
conform to the current {nterpretation of the ideology remains, As
Rubashov gtates 1it:

Our engineers work with the constant knowledge that an

error in calculation may take them to prison or the

scaffold; the higher officials in our administration

ruin and destroy their subordinates because they know

that they will be held responsible for the slightest

slip and be destroyed themeelves; our poets settle dis-

cussions on queations of style by denunciations to the

Seeret Police, because the expressionists consider the

naturalistic style counter - revolutionary, and vice

verss.,

The ideology of Nazi Germany like other totalitarian ideologies
gaw the state as an organism and the individual ap a cell, Their doctrine
wvas basically one of racial superiority. 1In The Twenty-fifth Hour the pro-
tagonist, Johann Moritz, goes from the position of prisoner to that of
prison guard through the discovery of a Nazi anthropologist that he is a
member of "The Herole Family." The strength of the racial instinct is
deseribed by the anthropologist, Colonel Mueller:

It was the racial instinct of gelf-preservation, the call

of the blood, that safeguarded the members of this family

from the mortal sin of racial intermarriage. Throughout
the history of this family there has not been a single

5Koeatler. Darkness, pp. 158-159.




35

instant of it. That and that alone, explains how it

came about that the young man we have here is an exact

reproduction of his forefathers. ®

The Colonel wishes to construct an Anthropological Park in which
Jobann as specimen of the best of races can be preserved and carefully
bred. The usual negative aspects of racism are illustrated in Johann's
original arreet. He was listed as a Jew by an envious villager and was
arrested and gent to a labor camp.

Bread and Wine because of its setting is partially the story of
Italian peasantry under Fasciswm. The peasant before all elee is a
realist, He accepts and even vhen necessary celebrates the Fascist
government. The actual ideology of the government makes little difference
to him, The fact that the government, constructed around whatever ideol-
ogy, exists 1s what matters. As Pletro describes the peasantsi

The poor people in the etreet were caught in the Land of

Propaganda like fishes in a net. There was little to

understand. The net was there for the fish, the net was

reality, the only reality that counted., Whether the

Propagagda was right or wrong was a problem for idle

brains.

In a discussion with Mureia, who has been an informer for the
police within the party, Piletro defines the vorking of party ideology
and morality: Every party is based on a definite ideology and is equipped
with a corresponding morality, which is codified in objective rules. OFften
these rules are very like those with which every wan is inspired by his

own conscience, often they are the very reversa. "B

6¢. virgil Gheorghiu, The Twenty-£fifth Hour, trans., Rita Eldon
(Pocket Book Bdition, New York: Simon and Schuster, 1967), pp. 155-156.

7silone, Bread and Wine, p. 164.
81bid., pp. 211-212.
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The use of an ildeolopgy as a rallying point for the population is

not reinforced by these novels except in Doctor Faustus. The peasants

of Silone's novel accept only what exists, while the masses of Koestler's
novel remain the unknown "X" of the aquation., In Gheorghiu's novel
ideologies ag such are hardly dealt with, for to him all western eivili-
zation 18 hagsed on the ideology of technology.

Gheorghiu acceses westera technologiecal civilization of sacrifi-
cing the individual to bureaucracy and statistics. Father Koruga, the
father of novelist Trailen Koruga and a Rumanian Orthodox priest, sees
little difference between the western nations. He expresses this feeling:

Democracy, for example ag a form of social organization

is undoubtedly superior to totalitarianism, yet neverthe-

less it represents human life only in its social dimension.

To consider democracy as an end in itself is to kill human

life by reducing it to a single dimension., This is the

very mistake that the Nazis and the Communists have made.

This human sacrifice is also one of the major concerns of Rubashov
in Darkness at Noon. Rubashov argues that the one basic precept of all
ideologles 1s the infamous ethic that the end justifies the means. Ivanov,
hisg original inquisitor argues with him claiming that there are after all
only two basie concepts of human ethics., One is Christian and humane
declaring the individual secrosanct and the other, Ivanov claims, ''startce
from the basic principle that a collective aim justifies sll megns, and
not only allows, but demands, that the individual should in every way be

subordinate and sacrificed to the commumity ~ - which may dispose of 1t

as an experimentation rabbit or a sacrificial lamb, #10

Gheorghiu, Hour, p. 283.

1°Koestler, Derkness, p. 157.
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In the two dystopilas we gain a slightly differeat view of ideology
and 1tsuse by the state. Once egain the basic premise 1s the organic one
= = the state ig the organ and the individual a mere cell and thus dispens-
able. As O'Brien, the interrogator of the protagonist inston Smith,
points out in 1984: "The individual is only a cell. The weariness of the
cell is the vigor of the organism. Do you die when you cut your fingere
naf1geril

In 1984 the Party - - Ingsoc - - has grown out of the earlier
soclalist movement and has used socialist phraseology In its ideology.

By Winston's time the Party'a fdeology has one central tenet ~ = the
mycabllity of the past. Itsc whole ildeology can be summed up in its three
slogans: WAR IS PEACE, FREEDOM IS SLAVERY, IGNORANCE IS STRENGTH, These
slogans along with the everchanging past and constantly decreasing vogabu=
lary lead to a great sense of insecuricy within the Party. The plan ig
for even the slogans to gradually change as concepts like freedom completely
dleappear, Then the whole climate of thought will change and there will
be complate orthodoxy. As Syme, the philogist and specialist in Newspeak,
explains: "In fact there will be no thought, as we understand it now,
Orthodoxy means not thinking - ~ not needing to think, Orthodoxmy 18 un-
conciousness."12 This, of course, would indeed be tho ultimate return to
Eden.

The Party continually works toward thie gosl. The language, News~
peak, 13 gradually being dastroyed by constant elimination of words from

ucaarga Orwell, 1984, {New York: Hareourt Brace and Co., Inc.,
1949), p. 217.

12vp1d., p. 47.
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the vocabulary. The neoed to conform with Party propaganda also leads
towvard Orthodoxy. When the Minis try of Plenty decreases the ration of
chocolate they announce that they are increasing it., The Party trains
ite members to stop short of any traitorous thought no matter what their
senges tell them., As Winston points out: “The Party told you to reject
the evidence of your eyes and ears. It wvas thelr final, most eessential
command. "13

The reason for the gonl of complete orthodoxy 1e the Party's
need to stay in power. The Party's asseasment of the past is that governw
meats fell because they had ossified or because they had growvn soft. Some
had become stupid and arvogant and thus failed to adjust to changes aund
wete overthrown, Others had become liberal aud cowardly, making cone
cescions vhen they should have used force and so they had fallen. Gold-
stein, a former member of the Inner Party explains this theory ia his book:

They fell . . . either through consclousneas or unconscious=

neps, It 18 the achievement of the Party to have produced a

system of thought in which both conditions can exist simule

taneously., And upon no other intellectual basic could the

dominion of the Party be made permanent. If one is to rule

and to continue ruling onc must be able to dislocate the

sense of reality. Por the secret of rulership is to combine

8 belfef in one's own infallibility vith the pover to learn

from past mistakes, 14

This art of simultancoues consciousness and unconcciousness 15 best
1llustrated in the process of "doublethink'" uvhich is in reality a vast
gystem of mental cheating. It 18 a process of linking opposites together
-« - putting knowledge with ignorance, cynifciem with fanaticiem. The art

1s to hold the two opposing thoughts in the mind at the seme time without

13vp1d., p. 69.
Ymid,, p. 177.
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being confused. 7This is one of the chief marks of Oceanic society in
1984, The names of the four governing ministries of this society ave
perfect examples of 'doublethink."” The Ministry of Truth deals with
rearranging the past. The Minietry of Love deals in torture. The
Minietry of Peace is the war department. The Mindstry of Plenty plens
below subsistence consumption for the population.

Winston Smith is an employee of the Ministry of Truth where he
spends his days in a cubicle rewriting newspaper articles of the past
so that they fit the present realities. The enemies of past wars are
turned into allies, past speechea are changed to reflect present realities,
people are removed from and added to the historical record. The ultimate
ain seems to be the confusion of truth and falsehood so that the govern~
ment may remain in power.

The United State of Zamiatin's We 18 a society based on mathe~
matical logic, Here the individual is deseribed variously as part of the
mighty sum or &g a cog in the great state machine. The heart of this
society's ideology is The Tables. Their historical antecedent 1s the
Official Ratilway Guide which 1a congidered the greatest monument of ancfent
literature, The Tables are a precise plan for the day. D-503, the builder
of the Intregral, a space ship, 13 the protagonist and explains the contents
of the Tablee:

At the same minute we wake up millions of ue at once. At

the very same hour, millions like one, we begin our work

and millions like one, we finfgh ft. United into a single

body with a million hands, at the very same second, designed
by the Tables we carry the spoons to our mouths; at the same

second we all go out to walk, go to the auditorium, to the



halls for the Taylor exercises, and then to bed,13

But the Tables are not reslly complete since between four and
five in the afterncon and nineand tem in the evening there ie no universal
activity in the plan., During these two hours the grand sum of the United
State dissolves into separate mumbers for the personal hours. Yet D-503
has hope for these hours: "But I firmly believe, let them eall me an
idealist, a dreamer, that soconer or later we ghall somehow find a place
in the general formula for these hours. Somehow all 86,400 seconds will
be incorporated ia the Table of the Bours. "16

This is obviously the ultimate in Edens where twenty~-two out of
the twenty-four hours are preordained and only two widely separated hours
are left in which one might be faced with any sort of decision making.
The whole system, as D=503 gleefully points out, is built on a selentific
ethic which all the "anctient's Kants' could not devise, it is a simple
ethic based on adding, subtracting, multiplying and dividing. Unfortu-
nately, a small part of the machine does occasionally break down, but this
is usually handled gwiftly so that the repair work does not even step the
functioning of the great stata machine,

In order for this United State to be created at the close of the
two hundred years war two things - - hunger and love - - had to be con~

quered. Hunger was conquered by the development of petroleum food; love

15pugene Zamiatin, We, trans. Gregory Zilbaorg (New Yorks E. P.
Dutton & Co., 1924), p. 12. I believe that the Tayior for whom the
exercises are named and whose great wisdom, for an ancient, is admired
in other parts of the novel must be the American, Frederick W. Taylor
who, in the early days of the twentieth century, pioneered "scientific
management, "

16p,44,
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by a law which stated that, "a Mumber may obtain a lizense to use any
other Munmber as a cexual produck. »17

At one point D=503 reveals that the aim desceribed in 1984 of
blending the conscious aud unconscious so that the unconscious is deg~
troyed has occurred in this soclety. After an incident {nvolving
& most unconventilonal Number he has his flret dream. Dzeams in the
United State are coueidered a serious wmental disease, as are souls.
There are other eimilarities with 1984 in the United State, for hoxe
too freedom is equated with evil. Preedow and erime ave thought to be
closely related since without freedom crime would be impossible., 'The
way to rid man of criminslity 1s to rid bim of freedom."18

With hunger and love out of the way there are a few winor vices
to be taken care of, for here a Number is not allowed to destroy himgelf
by irregular hours or the use of such things as nicotine or aleohol.
Thus the vhole of man is directed to the state. Even the cnergy of poets
is barnessed for the good of the state. Poetry has become a commodicy
which ¢ used msinly to support the ideology of the state, It unot only
performs the usual function of singing of the glory of the state but
also moralizes, lectures and iustrucis.

In spite of the mathematical perfection, the sameness and equality

of the people in uniforms, food, living space and so forth, the United

171&:1&.. p. 22, The whole problem of sex ie neatly taken cave of
by categorizing people according to their needs and allowing them the
partner ox partners necessary. In 1984 the problem is solved by educating
the people, particularly the women, to avoid sex. The basis of these
opposing yet similar philosophies is to prevent the establighment of any
close relatfonship to which citizens would devete their cnergies and
emotions rather than to thc state.

Byh1d., p. 3.
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State, like Oceania, must turn the human being into a complete automation
in order to maintain control. In Oceania this will be achieved when
Orthodoxy is finally accomplished., In the United State it will take a
frontal lobotomy.

The novels of this study secem to support both theories about
ideologies. The theory postulated by the Friedrich-Brzezingki model that
ideologies are doctrines, permeating and directing every phase of life as
most clearly exemplified in We. 1In Darkness at Noon the evolution of a
doctrine is shown as {8 the need to follow the current viewpoint of the
party at every level vhich is also a necessity in 1984, and Bread and
Hine. Although the presence of an ideoclogy does not eliminate decision
making in these novels, it reduces the procese to a minimum and makes the
wrong choice a lethal one.

At the same time, these novels, with the exception of We, support
Cassinelli’s theory that the ideology is not a doctrine which cannot be
changed but rather a basic way of viewing the world whose auxiliary views
can be changed at a moment's notice, The constant change of enemies and
allies in 1984 vhich are only surface changes in a policy dedicated to
constant warfare is an example of this view. Another is the decision in
Darkneas at Noon that despite the Marxist belief in fomenting world revo~

lution, the Party will build up the land of the revelution and wait.

Cassinelli's contention that the goal of the totalitarian ideology is

to create a climate of insecurity is shown in Darkness at Noon in the necessity

of following the party line and the vital necessity of guessing correctly what

the future line will be, His contention that the method used by the totali-

tarian state to reach thie goal is to confuse the population isg perfeetly
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1llustrated in 1984, where the aim of all propagenda is to erase the
differences between truth and falsehood in order to attain absolute
pover.

The novelists' analyses of totalitarian ideology differ in many
intricate ways, almost in as many ways as there are kinds of ideologies
in these novels., In certain of the novels the ideology is an elaborately
worked out philogophy with an answer to almost every concelvable problem,
In others the ideology is pure faith in the superiority of the state and
its beloved ruler so that any question can be answered in accordance
with the current party line.

The ideologies which we have seen in these novels can be classified
in two rather siaplistic categories. Ideologies based on reason such as
those Iin Darkness at Noon and We, or ideologies based on emotions such
as those in Bread and Wine, The Twenty-fifth Hour, Doctor Faustue and 1984.
It must be kept in mind that the emotional ideclogies are merely a front
for a loglcal drive to ultimate power and that the logical ideologles
foster emotions directed to the state.

It would seem that the real essence of a totalitarian ideology is
in ite superseding of religion, for the ideoclogy does not function as a
guideline but as a faith. Like all faiths it serves as a focueing point
for mysticism and emotions. The emotional appeal of an ideology helps to
bring the totalitarian party to power. But the ideology must be continually
reinforced and the people constantly indoctrinated with it, The most
effective means for achleving this goal is the communications system. To
further understand the uses and effects of ideology it is necessary to

study the control and use of communications in the totalitarian society.



CEAPTER IV
TOTAL CONTROL OF CQRMUNICATIONS

Tons of printed paper repeat the government slogans;
thousands of loud speakers, hundreds of thousands of
manifesteoes and leaflets, legions of oraters in the
square amd at the crossroads, thousands of priests
from the pulpit repeat these slogans ad nauseam to
the point of collective stupefaction,

Silone, Bread and Uine

It is by this congtant barrage of propaganda that the totali-
tarian government indoctrinates the populace with its ideology. Not
only are the mass media under direct government coutrol, but all other
neans of communicating the ideology are also controlled. Although the
educational system is under state control the system of ideological
training of the young is by no meane limited to the schools. The
youth groups formed by the party are of equal, perhaps greater, lmpor=-
tance than the schools. In these groups not only can the youth be in-
doctrinated with the ideology and prepered for future party membership
but leadership potential can be carefully watched end directed.

This is the positive side of total control of the communications
media but there is & negacive side as well, In order for the complete
control of communications to be effective the population must be pro-
tected from alien ideas. This can be done in a variety of ways. One
method is the destruction of any seemingly antagonistic literature,
philoesophy, history, science and so forth by such crude methods as book

burning or such sophisticated methods as rewriting them to fit the current

&4
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ideological outlook, The ideas and ideologies of other countries are
kept out by constructing green walls or iron curtains., With the popu-
lation protected from outside influences the totalitarian government
can then proceed with its indoctrination.

In order for the totalitarian regime to promote its ideology
through mags medle 1t must mastexr certain basics. The totalitarian ideo-
logical view must seem historically imperative; past history must point
to it as the ultimate conclusion., It is also basic that the party and
its ideology present a united front if the ideology is to be accepted.
Because man is historically an inconsistent creature, the mastering of
these basics necessitate some changes in his historical record. This is
most often dome by changing the history of the totalitarian regime itself
so that it coincides with the current ideological viewpoint.

This is discussed in Darkness at Noon. Rubashov recalls his days
as head of a trade delegation in another country, just prior to the
second great purge trial. The atwosphere in the legation was strained.
Photograrnhs and portraits that had hung for years were removed leaving
behind light patches on the walls, while the shelves of the library grew
thinner and thinner. Most of the books on the history and antecedents of
the revolution, on finance, on trade unionism, on the problems of political
conatitucions vhich were more than two years old, works by living authors,
and even the encyclopedia disappeared. New books with new footnotes and
nev historles arrived to take their place. As Rubashov jolkingly remarks:
"The only thing left to be done was to publish a new and revised edition

of the back numbers of all the nawspapet."l

lkoestler. Darkness, p. 117.
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Rubashov may have thought it a joke buf Just that sort of revision
is Winston Smith's life work im 1984. His job is to correct back issues
of the Times. Others take care of correcting books, periodicals, pamph-
lets, posters, leaflets, films, sound tracks, cartoons, photographs, any
conceivable kind of literature or documentation that might hold any
political or ideological significance. The reason for this, as Winston
explains it is that, "in this way every prediction made by the Party
could be shown by documentary evidence to have been correct; mor was
any item of news, nor any expression of opinion, which conflicted with
the needs of the moment ever allowed to remain on record, "2

The Party in 1984 completely controls history and changes it at
will, HNot only can tkose who have offended the Party be eliminated from
the stream of history but, when necessary, people who never existed can
be added to the historical record to excuplify the virtues the Party
wants strésse&. Winston at one point creates a Comrade Ogilvy for the
Party and describes the result, 'Comrade Ogilvy, who had never existed
in the present, now existed in the past and when ance the act of forgery
was forgotten he would exist just as authentically, and upon the same
evidence as Charlemagne or Julius Ceasar, '3

The identity of ''the enemy" is the most often changed feature in
the rewriting of history. 1In 1984 there are threce nations in the world
- = Oceania, Eurasia and Eastasia. At any given point in their history
two are always allied against the thizd, but the alliances are alwaye

being shifted. Winston is well aware, because of his work, that Oceania

20rvell, 1984, p. 36.
3bid., p. 43.
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has again changed enemies. When this sort of change occurs the records
must be corrected to show that the current enemy has always been the
enemy., As Smith explaing, "Oceania was at war with Burasia therefore
Oceania had always been at war with Eurasia. The enemy of the moment
always represented absolute evil, and it followed that any past or future
agreement with him was fmpossible. "l

Thie facility to alter history may seem imaginative and typically
dystopian. But it is echoed in the conversation of Don Paolo with some
village boys in Bread and Wine, The boys have been arguing and he asks
the cause, He is told that in the game they are playing oae side is al-
ways Italy and the other is the hereditary ememy but they are confused
over who the hereditary enemy is!

For & long time our teacher said our hereditary enemy was

France and Yugoslavia, Then she esaid it was Japan, But

this morning she saild; "Children the new hereditary enemy

is England." But there's a chapter in our schoolbook with

the heading: "The Age Long Friendship between England and

Italy,"” So now we're completely puzzled., Who's wrong,

our teacher or the book? . . . The Book . . . It was

printed last year, so it's out-of-date., >

In We what remains of the historical record after the two hundred
years war is kept intact. A house that belonged to ancient times is pre-
served as a museun. The past is treated with ridieule in this most logical
of pocieties, the historians deride the time when humang wasted their lives
and destroyed themselves by their illogical life patterns. After the abor-
tive attempt to capture the Intregral by the vebellious Numbers and those

who live outside the wall, there 18 a change in the governmental policy

b1bid,, p. 32.

SSilone, Bread and Wine, p. 52.



toward history. The government decides to perform what amounts to
frontal lobotomies on the population to cure it of the illness of fancy.
The capture attempt which led to this decision causes the historilans of
the society to resign. In the proclamation announcing the operation it
is stated that 'the historians of the United State have all tendered
thelxr resignations so as to be relieved from having to recoxd such
shameful occurrances.”® It would seem that although the history of
past agee can be accepted the history which would include the failures
of the current regime itself cannot be recorded,

The most backward of the societies under discussion is that if
the peasants in Silone's Bread and Wine. Here the technological strides
of the twentieth century have made 1little impact. Although the govern-
ment controls the mass media, it has little direct effect on the life of
the peasants. Despite the printing of tone of propaganda very little
gets to thé country side. In one scene the schoolmistress of Pletraseca,
ae part of her duties, reads the officlal press to the assembled villagers,
the majority of whom are illiterate. They constantly incerupt to ask very
logical and literal questions vhich completely confuse her. She finally
has to resort.to telling them they must not take the paper literally but
try to understand it in a spiritual sense. This does little to heighten
the impact of the propaganda.

The radio has a comewhat different effect, although it is not in
evidence in Don Paolo's village. In fact the only radio meationed in the

novel 1s in Fossa, the largest town in the digcese. Here the people of

€zamiatin, We, p. 166.
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the area have gathered to hear the broadcast of the declaration of war
against Ethiopila., Although few are close enough to actually hear the
broadcast, the patriotic spirit engulfs the erowd. Don Paclo watches
the scene with trepldation:

There came to his mind the fear he had once felt when he

had attended 2 seance, . . . the fear he had always ex-

perienced, even in later years, whenever he was faced with

any manifestation of the primitive and irrational forces

that lie dormaat in individuals and in the mass. How was

one to reason with poor peogle who had fallen under the

spell of a hypnotic wizard?
As far as Spina 1s concerned, propaganda per se can have little effect.
The peasants have always lived by facts and if forced to choose between
facts and words they will always ablde by facts. He thinks "the peasants
accept the dictatorship not because they are convinced by its propaganda,
but beccuse the dictatorship 1s a fact, "8

In Darkness at Noon, the party puts forth a greater effort than
that seen in Bread and Wine, to indoctrinate the population. Not only
do they repeat slogans a5 in Bread and Wine but see that all explanations
are carefully simplified and dramatized. Gletkin, one of Rubashov's
interrogators, who feels he 1s much closer to the masses than the intel-
lectuals, Ivanov and Rubashov, argues: 'What 1s presented as right must
shine like gold; what is presented as wrong must be black as pitch. For
congumption by the masses, the political process must be colored like
ginger-bread figures at a fatr."?

In 1984, the peasants or Proles, as they are called, are ignored

by the propaganda. The mass media are used simply to entertain them.

7silone, Bread and Wine, p. 163,
81bid., p. 139,

9Kaeatler, Darkness, p. 234%
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Yet the mass medie are fully exploited to indoctrinate the Party members.
There are throughout the London of the novel, posters with the plcture of
Big Brother so coatrived that the eyes follow the onlooker where ever he
moves. The caption "Big Brother is watching you” runs undernmeath the
picture. There are telescreens which can be turaned down some but never
off and through them comes a constant barrage of propaganda. They are
algo used as watching devices by the police.

Everyday at work instead of a coffee break there is the "Two
Minutes Hate.' The movie the workers are shown during this break varies
from day to day although the basic format remains the same. The villain
of the piece is always Goldsteln, once one of the leading figures of the
party now considered to be a traitor and the leader of '"The Brotherhood,"
a group vhich aims at violent overthrow of the government. Goldstein 1is
shown as the primal traitor from whom all subsequent crimes against the
Party have sprung. The f£ilm raises the fury of its viewers and soon they
are growling with hatred and flinging things at screen. All participate
in this orgy of hatred, Winston feels 'the horrible thing about the Two
Minutes Hate was not that one was obliged to act a part but that it was
impossible to avoid joining in."10 At the end of the film a picture of
Big Brother always appears filling the screen with a uysterious calm and
a sense of his power. The viewers begin to chant his initials and the
chant becomes a hymn, not unlike the chanting of 'D0OO CHAY" by the peasants

of Bread and Wine as they listen to war belng declared on Ethiopia, for

both result in a form of seli-hypnosis. Winston describes it as "partly

« « » & gort of hymn to the wisdom and majesty of Brother, but still more

00rwell, 1984, p. 16.
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it was an act of self-hypnosis.“ll

Blg Brother and Goldstein serve as focal points for diametrically
opposed emotions, Goldstein 1s used as a focal point for the expression
of all the pent-up frustrations of the ugly, repressed life lived by the
Party membership., Big Brother, who is never seen in persom, is the symbol
for the Party., His function is to act as a focus for all the love, fear
and reverence of the people since an individual can inspire these emotions
more readily than an organization. Goldstein describes the position of
Big Brother as "infallible and all powerful. Every success, every achieve~
ment, every victory, every sclentific discovery, all knowledge, all wisdom,
all happiness, all virtue are held to issue directly from hie leadership
and inspirntion."lz

The trial of Rubashov in Derkness at Noon is used to create the
same effect as is the opposing of Goldstein and Big Brother in 1984. That
is why Rubashov is warned to avold awakening sympathy and pity €for himsel€
at his trial, By doing this he would dangerously arouse emotions favor-
able to the opposition. Gletkin describes Rubashov's duty as helping “to
gild the Right, to blacken the Wrong., Your task therefore is to make the
opposition contemptible, to make the masses understand that opposition is
a crime and that leaders of that opposition are criminals. That is the
simple language the masses understand, "13 By wmaking the opposition the
villain the Party becomes the hero.

The constant bombardment of the population with propaganda is effzc-

tive. Yet the indoctrinal processes operating within the educational system

111bid,, p. 18, Silone, Bread and Wine, pp. 162-164.
120rveil, 1984, p. 171.

13Koest1er. Darkness, pp. 237-238.
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and within the youth groups are in concert the most forceful means of
indoctrinating the young while at the same time it insulates them f{rom
any nepative or outside ideas or ideologies.

In the primitive totalitarian society of Bread and Hine the school
mistress attempite to propagate the government ideology but since she asks
the peasants to aecept this ideology in its spiritual sense and not in
ite factual sense the peasants simply shrug., The children are in school
for such a short period that the ideology has very little effect on them.

In contrast to this society the educational system in We is quite
effective, Children are ralsed by the state not in family units, for
they are no longer private property. They are kept in school until train-
ing for a particular job 1s completed and then each becomes a functioning
cog in the great state machine. The teacher of D-503 and his friend R had,
of course in this most logical of nations, heen a2 wathematiclan and a
machine. They had been given, as are the children of the current era,
classes in Taylor and mathematics and were teught the lav of the United
State by a priest who was also a machine.

Poetry and literature are used as propaganda forces and are focused
on the young. 'Mathematical Norms” and "Thorne" are two of the more use-
ful poems, The first teaches the children to love the four rules of arith-
metic and the latter is a classic image of the state as a flower being pro-
tected from rough hands by the Guardians who are thorns. There is also
the worality tale of "The Three Forgivenm Ones.” This is che story of three
Numbers who were given a month off from work. They were completely miser-
able and spent thelr time pretending to go about their work. After ten

days of keeping up this pretense they committed suicide. The effectiveness
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of thie propaganda and conditioning on the young i gshowa by how little
propaganda must be directed at the adulte. The newepapers are, of course,
well controiled but chere is no constant barrvage of propaganda as in
1984. There arve jJuet the papers and a few poetic works which arva read

by the adults such as the '"Daily Odes to the Well-Doer," "Those Yho

Coms Late to Work” and "Stanzas on Sex HRygiene."

The use of youth groups to indoctrinate the young with the ideology
is best showm in 1984, Here one of the youth groups is kuowm as "The
Spies." This organization turns out ungoveruable children. Yet although
they are rebellious and iwmposeible for their parents to handle they have
no tendency to rebel against the Party and fnstead adore it. They are
involved 1n many sctivities, The games they play are war games., The
hanglogs of priscners or traitors which take place once a month are one
of their more favorite diversions. 7They also indulge in more traditional
youth activities for they sing songs, march, hike, drill with rifles,
cheer and worghip Big Brother., All their ferocity is turned outward
toward the enemies of the state vho seem to them to be everywhere even
anong the ranks of their own parents., Winston says: "It was almost normal
for people over thirty to be frightened of their children,“l4

Another group in Oceanic society, known as the "Junior Anti-

Sex League," advocates complete celibacy for both sexes and helieves
children ghould be conceived by artifical ingemination and brought up in
public institutions. The League workse particularly hard at ingraining
chagtity in women by early comditioning, gsmes and cold water. The League

0rwell, 1984, p. 26.
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achieves its goal, as Wineton comments by "The rubbish thsat was dinned
into them /Womern/ at school and in the Spies and the Youth League, by
lectures, parades, songs, slogans and martial music the natural fesling
had been driven out of them."l3 The Party member 16 conditioned and
trained go that all his encrgies and thoughts are divected toward the
curvent goal of the state.

Mase control of communications is used by the totalitarian party
to effect two goale: the indootrination of the pacple with the tdeology
and a belief in the party's infallibility and subsidiary to thie to
have the population tolerate current conditions by having no anan:iarda
of comparison. To accomplish this the population must he cut off from
foreign nations and from the past,

The propaganda of the mass media i¢ divected at effecting theee
geals. In this propaganda two basic characteristics of the totalitarian
repgine become apparent. In order to indoctrinate the masses with the
ideology, the propaganda 1s couched in simple gtatements which are con-
stantly veinforced, In the simpliatic statemsants of the propaganda the
totalitarian state's complete disrespect for the human as an individual
fs as apparent as it is in the ideological concept of the individual as
a single cell of s mighty organism. The totalitarian ideology ereates
catepories into which the individual must £1it, and it is the propaganda
which conditions him to accept his vole. Gheorghiu in The Tventy~fifth
Hour protests against this dehumanization of wan, His book is a ery for
the reoturn to individualiem. Tralan asis one of the American officers fo

ls!b’-do. Pe 59.
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charge of his prison caup if the individual'’s guilt or innocence was of
any interest. The officer replies:

No . . . However ouch it may offend your susceptibilities

as an educated man with an individualistic, theological,

aesthetic and humanitarian upbringing, there is nothing

I can do about it . . . Our system may perhaps appear dry,

technical, and mathematical but it s just. The univevrse

itself functions in a mathematical way and uo one would

take 4t into his head to change its course or direction. 19

Thio sort of technical and mathematical approach to justice is
reflected in the use of mathematical equations to explain huyman goctfety
in almost all the ideologles presented in thase novels. Ye 1s predi-
cated on it, In Darkness at Hoon Rubashov points out that pouuéa can
be equated with algebra, the science for lasy people, where one does
not bave to work out x but cperates as if one knew vhat it mesnt. Ho
states that "in our case x stands for anonymous masses, the people.
Politices mean operating with this i, without worrying about 1ite actual
nacure, "17

The secomd characteristic which becomes apparent through the pro-
paganda is of a paradoxical nature. The propaganda i{s directed at the
individual in order to destroy the individual. The propaganda destroys
the unique individual human by appealing to the irrational forces ioherent
i{n each individual, This appeal to the irrational ie most clearly ehown
in the two dystopias. As differemnt as light and dark in their outward
appearances both the United State and Oceania must bring to the fore and
then control the irrational emotions., In both states religion has been
replaced by worship of the etate., Both societies find it necessary to

peracnify the state - -~ Oceania with Big Brother, the United State with

16gheorghtu, Hour, p. 270.
17‘0“&1“. n&rgﬂﬁ. pe 84,
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the Well-Door. The propaganda of Oceania creates fear and allenation

and then channels these emotions into a hypuotic worship of Big Brother.
The propaganda of the United State joyfully celebrates the working of

the great state machine and when a Number steps out of rank he is executed
at a quasi-religious ceremeny at which the other Numbers celebrate the
heavy hand of the Well-Doer.

The hypnotic power created by these unoments of hating or worship-
ping together erase the sense of alienation created by being a mere dis-
pensable cell, The individual feels the joy of being unified with his
fellow man in some great emotion.

The ideology of a totalitarian state sets the pattern for such a
society., Thus the absolute necessity for the party in & totalitarian
state to control all media chrough which ite ideology is taught and con-
stantly reinforced is evident, The youth group emerges as one of the
nost lmportant means of teaching the ideology and arousing the irrational
emotions through which each individual loses his uniqueness. The con=~
trolled communications system lays the ground work for the enforcement:
of the ideology. The tone for the terroristic police control is set in
the propaganda, The ideology sets the pattern for society, the communi-
cations system reinforces it and prepares the population for its enforce~

ment by police control.



CHAPTER V
TERROR AND CONFORMITY
The Land of Propaganda 48 built on unanimity . . &
if one wman says ‘mo," the spell is broken and

public order i{s¢ endangered, The vebel voice must
be etilled,

Silene, Bresd and Wing

To still the rebel voice the totalitarisn state muet create an
elaborate machinery of terror. This use of terror by the twentieth
century totalitarian etate has fascinated the novelists more than any
of the other components of such a state, probably because it is the wost
foherently dramatic aspeet of cuch a state, The use of terror and its
effect upon 1ts vietima affords the novalist a multitude of dramatic
situations., The range between the inhumanity of the perpetrator of
terror and the often indomitable human cpirit of the victim givee the
novelist en opportunity to portray the paradoxes of nmanity.

The totalitarfan state's need for consensus is the basis for
texroriatic police control, 7o effect this neccssary unanimity the
machinery of terror, usually baged on an elastic criminal code, is con-
structed. This machinery includes along with the police, methods of ine
formation gathering, prisons, camps, purges end public trials.

In the dyatopia created in Zamiatin'e We the need for unsnimity is
pronounced, and those who rvebel are silenced. The announcement of a
Holiday of Justice, means, as D-503 explaina, "that again gsome number has
fupeded the smooth rumning of the great state machine,"! The offending

12amtatin, e, pe 24 57
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Number will be literally liquidated on this holiday as in Dorkness at Noon
the uembers of the original revolutionary party who do not go along with
No. 1 are liquidated or as in 1984 offending party members are 'vaporized,"
But the Holiday of Justice is not the most important holiday in the United
State, that holiday is the Day of Unanimity which fllustrates quite effec~-
tively the totalitarian state's need for consensus, On thig holiday the
whole population gathers to vote in public. D-503 describes the day:

Tomorxrow is the day of the yearly election of the Well-
Doar. Tomorrow wa chall again hand over to our Well~
Doer the keys to the impregnable fortress of our happi-
ness . + » The alections themselves have a rather symbolic
neaning, They remind us that - ~ to use the language of
the ''gospel" of the ancients - - we are a uniged church,
The history of the United State knows not a single cage
in which upon tihis solcmn day even a solitary volce has
dared to violate the magnificient unison,?

In order to be ready to silence any wvolces raised in oppesiticn to
the regine a complicated system of information gathering must be organized.
In each of the totalitarian socleties this system works weil., Luigl Murica
in Bread and Wine describos this system as it operated in Fascist Italy.

It is well knowm that the police have their informers in
every gection of every big factory, in every bank in every
big office, In every block of flate the porter is by law,

a stool pigeon of the police., In gvery profession, in

every club, in every syndicate, the police have their rami~
ficationa, Their informexrs are legion, whether they work
for a miserable pittance or whether their only iuncentive s
the hope of advancement in their careers. This state of
effaire spreads suspicion and distrust throughout all classes
of the population. On this degradation of man into a fright-
engd animal vho quivers with fear and hates his neighbor in
his féar, and watches him, betrays him, gells him and then
lives in fear of discovery, the dictatorship ie besed o . o
The real organization on which the present system in this
country is based is the secret manipulation of fear.3d

2yp13,, p. 129. Actually the Day of Unanimity that is celebrated
in the novel turns out quite differently becauss of a well planned
rebellion, see.pp. 131-137.

JSilone, Bread and Wine, p. 209.
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An offieial at the Cerman factory where Moritz of The Twenty-fifth
Hour is part of the slave labor force makes it clear that German infor-
mation gathering 1s equally as efficient as the Italian. He tells Moritz
that "in the German Refch every single one of your movements is observed
« » + You can do nothing without our being informed at once, Ve can zead
your very thoughts. We photograph every idea in your head at least ten
times a day, nh

Rubashov in Darlkness at Hoon makes Lt evident that the elaborate

nachinery of tha police for gathering informatfon by which to punish thosge
who oppose the regime creates a society of terror. He says, 'We hawie
built up the most gigantic police apperatus, with inforwmers made a national
ingtitution, and with the most refined sclentific aystem of physical and
mental torture we ship the groaning mzsses of the country tovards a theo-
retical future happiness. "3

It ig in the dystopias that the systems of information gathering
reach their ultimate forms. In 1984 the Thought Police are offieial
gathercre of information but they are helped by many amateurs. Ac mentioned
earlier the youth group known as the Spies ig helpful in this task, Wineton
commente after abserving his nelghbor's children that, "hardly o week passed
in which the Timea did not ecarry a paragraph describing how some eavesdrop«
ping little sneak - = *child hero' was the phrase gemcrally used - - had
ovarheard some compromioing remark and denounced his parents to the Thought
Police,"®

%aﬂrmu. &tﬂ.’. P 139,
sxoestler. Darkness, p. 159,
Gorwell, 1984, p. 24.
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There are algo much more elaborate methods of hkeeping watch and
gathering information. The telescreen which is used for watching as well
as viewing 1s the most omnipresent method., They are everyvhere in homes,
offices, lunchrooms, bars, social halls. But this close supervision is
limited to Party members, close observation not being necessary for the
Proles who are kept busy with manual labor, pubs, lotteries and families.
The Thought Police exert only a slight influence among this, the laxrgest
segnent of the population., As Winston observes; "a few agents of the
Thought Police moved always among them, spreading false rTumors and mark-
ing dovm and eliminating the few individuals who were judged capable of
becoming dangerous . . . As the Party Slogan put it 'Proles and animals
are free.'"’

In We control is made even easier by the fact that the whole city
is made of glass and each NMumber lives within & glass cubicle, Here, in
a society based on rationality and mathematics in which man is given a
nurber inatead of a name, the police are known as the Bureau of Cuardians.
They watch over the population and loyal Numbers inform not only on others
but on themselves ag well. These Guardian "angels' can also hover over the
city in theilr aeros eud listen in on conversations by a system vhich D=503
describes as "membranes /which/ are handsomely decorated and are placed
over all the avenues, registering street conversations for the Bureau of
Guardians.'® Yet in the end even all these precautions do not avail. After
votes against the Well-Doer are heard on the Day of Unanimity and an attempt

1s made to capture and escape with the Intregral the ultimate solution to

71bid., p. 62.

BZamiatin. !‘I_g. P 51.
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the business of keeping the population under control is applied. The
Operations Department proceeds to operate on the whole population with
the exception of the leaders to create human automatons.

The prisons and camps of a totalitarian society are the most feared
elements in the terroristic police control of such a society, To describe
the prisons and camps is a difficult task. A few passages of a novel
quoted out of context can hardly give the true sense of horror one receives
reading the novel in its entirety when the cumulative effect can be pro-
duced. Two of the novels in this study are almost totally concerned with
life within camps and prisons - - Koestler's Darknessa at Noonm and Gheorghiu's
The Twenty-fifth Hout.

The Twenty-f£fifth Hour is the story of Johann Moritz, a Romanian
peasant. He is reported to the authorities incorrectly but intentionally
ag a Jew and 15 sent to a Bomanian labor camp. From here hé proceeds
through & variety of camps, prisons, and forced labor gangs to become a guard
in a German prison camp where he helps three Frenchmen escape and accompanies
them, After a brief but glorious period of freedom he {8 imprisoned by the
Allies and ig tried at Nuremberg and fmprisoned again,

As Johann goes through hies fifteen or so iwmprisomments it is made
progressively more evident that there ie no difference in the camps no matter
what national group creates them in the name of what ideology or what purpose.
The only thing which is quite clear 1s that the individual as an individual
fs totally ignored; only categories of people are important to any of the
nations of western technological civilization. Tralan Koruga, the novelist

whose novel is contained within Gheorghiu's, claims that this denial of the
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iandividual is the first and most important step toward totalitarianism.
"Tha firet symptom . . . is contempt for the human being. "9 Rot only 18
the individual's humanity veduced in the prisons and camps but even his
phyeical being until the characters of The Twenty-fifth Hour resemble
statues by Clacometed,

The prison of Darkuness at Noon fe the prison of the Russian purges
of the late thirties. Rubashov, one of the Ffew remaining original revolu~-
tionaries, ig arrested and brought to prison., Hie firet questioner is
Ivanov, an intellectual like himpel€, who is later summarily executed for
tending to side with Rubashov, His next inquisitor is Gletkin wvhom
Rubashov describes as a Neanderthal, a "barbarian of the new era which is
now etarting, v10 pybashov 1s led by Glethkin to argue and then accept point
by point the confession he will eventually sign. He is not tortured except
by lack of aleep and questioning under bright lights. Gletkin explaing the
reason for this lack of physicel torture, "besides there is a certain type
of accused who confesses under pressure but recant at the publie trial. You
belong to that tenacious kind, The political utility of your confession at
the trial will be im its voluntary character."} Gletkin admits that despite
his disgrace Rubashov can look forward to the fact that, "after the victory
« + o the materfal of the secret archives will be published. Then the world
will learn vhat was in the backgroumd , . . Then you, anxi some of your friends
of the older generation will be given the sympathy and pity which ave denied
you today. n12

9Gheor¢iu. Hour, p. 37.
mxneal:ler. Dgrknesa, p., 187,
bid., p. 220,

121b1d., p. 239.
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The prison of 1984 - ~ the Ministry of Love - - {8 an entirely
d{fferent matter. O'Brien, Winston's interrogator makes c¢lear that in
his prisons no martyrs are created like those that were created by the
Inquisition in the Middle Ages or by the Razi{s and Russian Communigts in
the twentieth century., He blames the ereation of thege martyrs primarily
on the fact that the confessions were obviocusly extorted by torture amd
basicelly untrue. In the Ministry of Love they sce that all the confesstions
uttered are truec and they no longer allow the dead to rise up as did the
martyrs of the past. Here not only are the confessions true but history
itself is revised to do away with any chance of martyrdom. Don Paolo in
Bread and Yine algo meantions the problems caused by creating martyrs;
“killing & man who saye 'Nol' is @ risky business . . . because even a
corpse can go on whigpering 'No! No! No!' with a persisetence and obstinacy
that only certain corpses are capable of. And how can you gilence a co:pse?"“
To avoid just this sort of problem 0'Brien will see that YWinston is 1ifted
out of the stream of history. As he tells Winston; "Nothing will remain of
you « « « You will be annthilated in the past as well as in the future, You
will never have existed,"l4

Thus 0'Brien's aim and Gletkin's asre quite different. There seems to
be an unspoken agreement between Gletkin and Rubashov in their duel of worda.
If Gletkin can prove the basis of a charge to be true, even 1f only by some=
thing of a logically abstract nature, then Rubashov will allow him the free-
dom to insert any miesing details. O&letkin's aim is to have Rubashov's cone

fession ring true so he will sacrifice himself to the party even knowing his

135410ne, Bread end Wine, p. 186.

140!“@11. lggg P 210,
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innocence of the particular charges. O0'Brien wante instead to make sure
that the £inal surrender 1s total. The aim is to completely convert the
heretic, to bring him to the government's side both heart amd soul so that
he totally believes his own confeceion before bie execution, O0'Brien can-
not accept deviation even at the instant of death for he will have no un-
repentant CoOrpses.

0'Brien's aim is to have Winston accept as truth whatever the Party
says is true. O'Brien holds four fingers before Winston's eyes and tries
to coavince him using shock treatments that he is holding up five fingers.
Winston at first fiwls it impossible to deny what he sees but gradually he
comes to accept whatever O'Brien says. The danger of starting the truth
about what one sces is also pointed out by Dr. Rieux in The Plague: "Again
and again there comes a time in history when the man who dares to say that
two and two make four 1& punished with death."!3 O'Brien makes it quite
clear that even if Wington is not killed he shall never again escape them,
When his stay in the Ministry of lLove is completed he will be a hollow man,
"We shall squeeze you empty and then we shall f£1ll you with ourselves,"16

In the Ministry of Love, as in the prieons and camps of the other
novels, torture is part of the routine. In The Twenty-fifth Hour, Darkness
at Noon, and Breasd aud Wine the torture consiste malnly of lack of sleep,
beatings, starvation and insults. These physical tortures also take place
in the Ministry of Love with the added fillip of chock treatments. The
Minigtry aleo makes use of psychological torture in the infamous Reom 101,

151bid,, pp. 206-209. Albert Camus, The Plague, trans. Stuart
Gilbert (Modern Library Bdition, New York: Random House, 1948), p. 121,

160ruery, 1984, p. 211.
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What happens in Room 101 differs according to the person who is sent there.
Room 101 contains whatever is most frightening to the particular individual.
In Wington's case it 1s rats, The torture in We is even more sophisticated.
Here the inquisition of an irrational Number or any non-Number is handled
in the Operation Department which is staffed by the most experienced physicans
under the personal supervision of the Well«Doer. Their most effective instru-
ment of inquisition is the ges bell, This is similar to the phyeics experi-
ment of creating a vacuwum, D-503 finds the often made comparison of the
Operation Department with the ancient's Inquisition ridiculous. This, he
feels, is like comparing a surgeon performing a tracheotomy with a highway
cutthroat simply because they both cut the troat of a living man., The
difference, D-503, declares is that, "one is a well doer, the other is a
murderer; one is marked plus, the other minus . . . All this becomes clear
in one gecond, in one turn of the wheel of logic, the teeth which engapge
that minus, turn it upward and thus change its aspect.’}7

\ The terror machinery of the totalitarian state has other functions
in addition to providing consensus. This machinery produces scapegoats to
help keep alive the emotions of the revolution and it also ¢reates a semse
of insecurity and alienation among the people.

Purges and public trials are the main means of providing scapegoats.
Scapegoats are needed to provide simple explanations for the failures of the
regime., A8 Gletkin explains, "Experience teaches . . . that the magses must
be given for all difficult and complicated processes a simple, easily grasped

explanation, According to what I know of history, I see that mankind could

17Zamiat1n. We, p. 77.
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never do without scapegoats.'l8 The purges and triale also help keep
alive the emotions of the revolution by providing the opportunity to
glorify the party and ite leaders while discrediting the opposltion.

To keep the spiric of the revolution alive and useful it omst be
kept chamneled in appropriate fashions., The Holiday of Justice and the
Day of Unanimity in Ue are means of directing these emotions to the esul-
tation of the state., The Hate Period in 1984 gives the Party a chance to
vilify Goldstein and "The Brotherhood,' symbols of the opposition, while
making Big Brother seem even more glorious and protective. The neced to
keep the peoples’ emotions properly channeled is well expressed by Rubashov
in his diaxy:

History has taught us that often lies serve her better

than truth; for man fs sluggish and has to be led

through the desert with threats and promises, by imagi-

nary terrors and imaginary consolations, so that he

should not sit dowm prematurely to rest and divert

himgelf by worshipping golden calves,l?

The public trial is not really explored in great depths by the novels.
In The Twenty-fifth Hour, Johann after being imprisoned in some thirteen or
more campe is tried for the very firet time at Nuremberg, Traian writes
Swiftian petitione on Johamn's behalf, In one euch petition Tralan points
out that even though Johamn has never killed and so feels he is not a eriminal
this i3 obvicusly abgurd since fifty~two nations have eaid he was & criminal,
Tralian goes an to say that Johann's natvete is further shown in his insistence
that since he has not even heard of many of these fifty-two nations he could

hardly have comnitted crimes against them, Despite Johann's fmnoceuce as an

18goestler, Darkness, p. 226.
191bid,, pe 99
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individual and Traian's petitions on his behalf Johann is tried, found
gullty and sentenced to still another cauwp.

In 1984 Winston is not put on public trial, but there is mention
of public trials having occurred in the sixties, which was the period of
the great purges, in which all the original leaders of the revolution ex-
cept Goldstein, who supposedly escaped, were wiped out. The last three
survivors of this original group were arrested and then brought before the
public to incriminate themselves. Afterwards they were pardoned and rein-
stated in the Party but within a year they had been rearrested and executed
for alleged new plots.

In We the offender is not simply lifted out of the stream of history
as Winston will be but is publicly and physically dissolved. Although the
offender is not given a public trial his execution is public and thus has
the same purifying effect as the public trial, D-503 explains it: "Here
in the Plaza of the Cube it is a celebration of the victory of all over
one, of the sum over the individual . . . There was in our celebration
something of the ancient religious, something purifying like a storm,"20
The public trial is in a sense a ceremony of purification. The evil doers
are condemned and the goodness of the leaders is celebrated.

The ceremony of purification in Darkness at Noon is Rubashov's public
trial at which be confeasses to his evolution from oppoment of the Party line
to counter-revolutionary and traitor. In his final speech he makes clear
his reasons for confessing as the Party had wished him to do. He feels he
would die facing nothingness if he died in silence as others have done, in

bope of saving their own neck or those of wives and eons. He feels it

20zamiatin, We, p. 44, 47.
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would be equally futile to make some noble gesture, such as a Dantonesque
speech, Instead he feels that he must die as he has lived - - gerving the
Party, 8o he allows himself to be offered as a scapeguat. He eays at his
trial, '"Therefore on the threshold of my last hour, I bend my knees to the
country, to the masses, and to the whole people. The political masquerade,
the mummery of discussions aund conspiracy are over,"?} But Rubashov serves
as more than juet a scapegoat as ig 1llustrated in the reaction of his land-
lord's daughter as she reads the newspaper accounts of Rubashov's trial to
her father. This trial has aroused her cell. They are already busy collect-~
ing signatures for a resolution calling for such traitors to be mercilessly
exterminated., And they will have no brief with gympathizers. ''Whoever shows
pity to them is a traitor and must be denounced ., . . The workers must be
vatchful.”22 So Bubashov's trial uot only reawakens the revolutionary spirit
but gives fresh impetus to the cycle of terror,

Herbert Marcuse's contention that the luportance of terror lies in the
suppension of the normal controls of law and order is well illuatrated in the
novels. The insecurity caused by the suspension of the normal controls of
law and ovder 1s best drawn in Kafka'e The Trisl, Here Joseph K., the pro-
tagonist, is arrested by unknown officials for an unknowm crime and awaits
trial by a eourt which is surrounded by mystery and confusion. For Johann
Moritz there is no normal law and order. He is persecuted throughout The
Iventy~-£ifth Hour for continually being a member of an enemy category.

Johann had helped three Frenchmen escape from a German prison camp. He had

shared his bread ration with a Greek in a labor camp., These were the only

21Knaatler, Darkness, p. 251.
221b4d,, p. 2647.
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events in his life which had related him to either France or CGreece,

France and Greece were, however, along with fifty other nations, catepgoric-
ing Johann as the enemy and were his accusers at Nuremberg. The loyalty

of Parsons to the Party in 1984 can hardly be questioned yet he is denounced
by his children for something he mumbled in his sleep. In Darknees at Hoon
Rubashov may have opposed the general direction of the Party under No., 1,
yet he has continued to work for it, never sabotaging it in any way, yet

he 1is convicted of sabotage.

Thus even the most loyal citizen ie made to feel insecure by the
gystem of terror. The suggestion of Marcuse, Cassineili and Inkeles?3 that
the system is uged to control the loyal citizen and to offer the opportunity
for properly channeling his anxiety is well borne out by the novels. It is
the opposition of party members to the party line that is {mportant., Other
members of the society are easily handled. It is clear that in the totali-
tarian society it is the party member that is most closely watched for any
sign of deviation, All dissident opinion is destroyed, leaving the magses
who might be led to oppoge the regime acquiescent to it,

Coupled with this sense of Iinsecurity is a sense of alienation from
the rest of the citizenry, After all if the walls have eyes as well as ears
and any human c¢an be an informer, what basis for human relations exists?

For the individual in such a society the only sense of community comes as a
member of a larger group, a number in the great sum or a cell in a mighty
organism. This results in the enforced but very emotional topetherness of
the Hate Period in 1984 and the feelings of group unity produced by the

Holiday of Justice or the Day of Unanimity in Ve and the need to cbntinue to

23gee above, pp. 9-11, 13,
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serve the party emperienced by Bubashov in Darkness at Noon. Thus terror,
by making the individual feel insecure, alienated from hie fellowman,
causes him to cling with ¢ven greater desperation to the only reality he
knows, that of being a member, & small cog, a cell in the mighty organiem
of the state, By creating and then helping to channel the anxiety of the
members of the state, the machinery of terror im a2 totalitarian state per-
forms its primary function to provide consensus by creating a nation of
conformists.

After viewing the terror machinery of the totallitarian state through
these novels it is hard to accept Meisener's contention that the use of
terror in the totalitarian state is over-emphasized and that a totalitarian
state could be run without it.2% 1In a total society conditioned by a
specific ideology it is absolutely necessary for all to conform. It is
impossible to imagine how this conformity could be imposed without terror
or even how it is so completely accomplished with it. As seen in the United
State of Ve not evea in a clear and rational society founded on mathematics
and a2 Taylorecsque regime can a truly unanimous society be created. There
is always the irrational number for whom the frontal lobotomy is indeed the

only way to complete conformity.

2439e above » pp. 13,7 .14-15,




CHAPTER VI
THE TOTALITARYAN PARTY
AND THE TOTALITARIAN ECONOMY
The Party can never be mistaken. You and I can
make a mistake. Not the Party. The Party, com-
rade, 1s more than you and I and a thousand others
like you and I. The Party is the embodiment of
the revolutionary idea in history. History knows
no scruples and no hesitation . + . He who has
not absolute faith in History does not belong in
the Party's ranks,

Koestler, Darkneas at Roon

The Friedrich-Brzezinski model of the totalitarian etate describes
the party as o small elite consieting of something less than ten percent
of the population. Its structure is described as a paramilitary one made
up of highly selected elites. As the totalitarian regime matures the in-
fluence of the party members often wanes. Yet degpite the purges caused
by changes of leadership or by changes in ideological direction the party
remains the wmainstay of the dictatorghip. While the party as an entity
is put in a poaition of unquestioned leaderahip by the dictator, the in~
dividual member of the party is subjected to the dictator and the party.
This 18 a psychological counterpart of the party'e will and determination
to rule and shape gociety., As pointed out above one of the observers of
the totalitarian party argues that the real function of the party is to
control all ideas amd actions espectally in those who show any poteatial
for original thought and thus of potential leadership.l

lgee above » pp. 10, 12-13,
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The hierarchial structure of the party in the Oceania of 1984 reaches
ite apex in Big Brother who is in effect the symbol of the Party, the face
the Party presents to the public. Next comes the Inner Party which 1s com-
posed of something less than two percent of the population and is knowm as
the brains of the state. The hande of the state are the Outer Party. The
other eighty-five percent of the populatfion are the Proles, who pass from
conqueroxr to conqueror, never becoming a permanent or necessary part of the
structure. This gives the party a larger membership than is forecast by
the Friedrich-Brzezineki model. But it does not invalidate the model’s
prescription of a party membership of ten percent or less of the population,
for the party in terms of the model i{s a controlling group, which in Oceanic
society means the Inner Party. totaling less than two percent of the popu-
lation,

Membership in these three groups is not, in theory, hereditary. The
Party does not plan to transmit its power to the children of Party members
but to the ablest members of the population. The Party believes history has
taught that hereditary aristocracies have always been short lived, whereas
adoptive oligarchies such as the Catholic Church have persisted for hundreds
or thousande of years. They interpret the essence of oligarchial rule not
as inheritance but as the pergistence of a particular world view and way of
life imposed by the dead on the living,

Cassinelli's contention that the main function of the party is to
keep its own members under control is well illustrated in 1984. Here the
thoughts and actions of party members are always under control. Goldstein

comments in his book that, "A Party member lives from birth to death under
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the eye of the Thought Police . . . He 18 required to have not only the
right opinions, but the right imstincts."2

In We there seems to be no party defined as such. This society has
existed for at least five centurles since the time of the two hundred years
war and 1t seeme that the neceseity for a party has dwindled., The population
has been so well indoctrimated that they can all be thought of as party mem-
bers. Or perhaps the Bureau of Guardians, the equivalent of the Thought
Police in 1984, which operates under the direction of the Well-Doer can be
considered a party type of organizetion. This eoclety, however, secems to
ghow, as the Friedrich-Brzezinski model suggests, that as time passes the
need for the party becomes more and more subdued.

Darkness at Noon in its discussions of the purpose of the Party
stresses the non-importance of the individual. This is indicated most effec-
tively in Rubashov's dealings with Richard, s young party stalwert in a
country in which the party has suffered a severe setback. Richard has re«
fugsed to digtribute the current literature of the pariy because he disagrees
with it, The leaflets have ipnored the fact that the Party has been beaten
to a shambles and refere to the defeat as a strategic retreat, Rubashov
tells him the party line must be followed, that he cannot fermulate a policy
out of passion and despair, So despite Richard's devotion to the Party
Rubashov must inform him that his actions bave led to his dismissal from the
Party. This same point is also illustrated in the story of Little Loewy
who, following the party’s boycott againet a certain nation convinces his

dockvorkers not to unload that natlon's ships. This was not in the interest

20ruell, 1984, pp. 173-174.
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of the Party and since Little Lowey refuses to compromise his principles
as Rubaghov suggests to him, he too is eliminated from the Party.3

The Party in Darkness at Noon does not recognize the existence of
the "I'; it thinks of the individual as, '"the quotient of one million
divided by one million. "? Rubashov, well doctrinated with Party philosophy,
has christened the first person singular "the grammatical fiction." Here
as in 1984 the Party's relationship to the individual is paradoxical. As
Rubashov describes this relationship:

The Party demied the free will of the individual - -

and at the same time it extracted his willing self-

sacrifice. It denied his capacity to choose between

two alternatives - - and yet at the same time it de-

manded that he should constantly choose the right

one, It denled his power to distinguish good and

evil - - and at the samg time it spoke pathetically

of guilt and treachery.s
Rubashov believes that the Party hse seized power in oxder to persuade the
wasees that they do not need a tyrant. He believes that the Party will re-
main in power oaly until the people come to the realization of their own
political capability. This he feels was the goal of the original revolution-
airies. He says of them: "They dreamed of power with the object of abolishing
power, of ruling over the people to wean them from the habit of being ruled, "6

O'Brien, Winston'’s interrogator and a member of the Inner Party in
Oceania, would disagree with this contention and claim that the purpose of
the Party ie simply to gain power for the sake of power. In his discussion
with Smith he points out that the Nazis and Russian Communists had come close
to Ingsoc's ideals but they had never had the courage to realize that they

wanted power for the sake of power and they had pretended that they had taken

3Roestler, Darkness, pp. 42-45, 5974. Ibid., p. 257.
41b1d,, p. 261. 6tbid., p. 59.
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pover unwillingly and for only a limited time, They propagandized a para-
dise just around the corner where humans would be free and equal. 0'Brien
clajas:

We are not like that., %e know that no one ever seizes

power with the intention of relinquishing it. Power

16 not a means; 1t 1s an end, One does not establicsh

a dictatorship in ovrder to safeguard a revolution; one

makes the revolution in order to establish the dicts-

torabip . . . The object of power is power.7
The makeup of the party in the totalitarian gtate changes with changes in
the leadership or changes in the idcological viewpoint. This change in the
wakeup of the Party is the subject of Darkness at Noon., Thinking over the
changes which have taken place in the Party, Rubashov recalls a photograph
of the delegates to the fivst Congress of the Party. Ho degeribes the men
aml what had happened to them,

All their thoughts became deads and all their dreams

were fulfilled, Where were they? Their brains, which

had changed the course of the world, had each received

a charge of lead , . . Only two or three of them were

left over, scattered throughout the world, worn ocut,

And himself; and No, 1.8
Soon Rubashov will be eliminated and another change in ideological direction
or the desive for a new leader could remove Ho. 1.

As the Party changes so does the type of persom who is a Party member.
Thisc te exemplified in the contrast between Rubashovts two inquisfitors;
Ivanov, an intellectual and a believer in the original goals of the Party
and an early Party member, and Gletkin, a rough peasant, a believer in the
propaganda and a more recent Party member. BRubashov notes quite correctly

that he has no right to look down on the Gletkins who are meraly completing

Torvell, 1984, p. 217.
880@5‘1“. Dw@ag, pe 39
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the work of his generation and are in a way the product of his generation
and of the Party. He compares the Glethkins of bis nation with the first
men, writing in hie diary:

With what right do we who are quitting the scene look

dova with such superiority on the Gletkiuns., There must

have been laughter amidst the apes when the Neanderthaler

first appeared on earth , . . He was uncouth, cruel, with-

qut animal dignity - - from the point of view of the

bighly cultivated apes, a barbaric relapse of history.

The last surviving chimpansees still turn up their nosas

at the sight of a human being.

In 1984 purges io Party wembership have also taken place. The
raevolution had occurred in the 1950's and by 1970 none of the original
leaders except Big Brother (whose very existence i up to question) is
left., All the rest have been exposed as traitors and counter-revolution-
airies. Goldstein, vho may still exist in hiding, and a few others had
disappeared. The majority, however had been executed after the publie
trials and confeasions.

In Oceania the Party youth groups =~ - The Spies ard The Junior Aatl-
Sex Lespue - = are the means by which the Party educates the youth in its
aims and recruits them for membership., The Party is not in principle based
on heredity, therefore an examination taken at age sizteen is the prerequi-
site for admission to either the Inner or Quter Party. In reality there is
only a certain smount of intorchange between these two branches of the
Party, just enough to insure stability. Goldetein writes that, "weoklings
are excluded from the Immer Party and . . . ambitious members of the Outer
Party arve made harmless by allowing them to rise. Proletarians . . « are
not allowed to graduate into the Party. w10 Any Proles who display talent

of any kiod are marked down for elimination by the Thought Police.

Ibid., p. 229, Voryer1, 1984, p. 172
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Thexe can be no argument that the Party in 1984, the Guardians,
who are closest to a party group in We, and to a certain extent the
Party in Darkness at Noon fit Cassinelli's description of the totalitarian
party as an institution whose real function is to control all ideas and
actions of party members. The Party in 1984, whose central temet is the
mutability of the past, 1s the extreme example of this. Goldsteln writes,
"Since the Party is in full control of all records, and in equally full
control of the minds of its members, it follows that the past is whatever
the Party chooses to make i¢, 11

Although the novelists have created parties of varying goals and
makeup, each of these parties verifies the model of the totzlitarian Party
that Friedrich and Brzezinski have designed. The parties in these novels
also support Cassinelli's theory that the party's object is control of its
own members,

State control of the ecconomy is one of the bulwarks of the totali-
tarian state., Friedrich and Brzezinski have pointed out that this often
leads to a temporary deterioration im efficiency due no doubt to party in~
terference, party control, and party insgistence that officiasls in the indus~
tries be Party members.

In Bread and Wine there is little discussion of the fascist party,
Instead the communist party is under discussion. Since the party is in
its formative stage the discussions of party members concern economics and
their goals of economic change. One dissatisfied former party member
cautions Spina on his optimism, He believes that if the Communists should

take control they would only create another totalitarian bureaucracy differ-~

ing very little from the current one:

Uhid., p. 176.
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We shall have a so~called economic revolution, thanks to

which we shall have state bread, state boots and shoes,

state shirts and pante, state potatoes and state green

peas, just as we now have state railways, state quinine,

state salt, state matches, and state tobacco. Will that

be a technical advance? Certataly . . . but it will be

the basis of an official, compulsory doctrine, a totalie

tarian orthodoxy which will use every means . . « to ﬁ'

tirpate heresy and tyrannize over individual thought.

The problems of state economy have all been solved im the mathe-
matically precise society of the United State in We. In this state all
wear identical uniforms, live in identfcal rooms with identical furnishings,
eat at precisely the same moment identical food made of petroleum and work
at their assigned jobs as prescribed by the Table of the Hours. All 1s
provided by the state so that there is no need even for a currency. There
are no cowplications of overpopulation or even of family life for only those
who meet the Maternal Norms are allowed to bear children, all of wvhom the
state will raiee,

In 1984 the Party owns everything. It controls everything and dis-
penses the products of the economy as it sees fit. The goal of the economy
ie to prevent a rise in the standard of living. The reason behind this is
that an increase in wealth would have threatened the hierarchial atructure
with destruction. BSuch 2 structured society £s only possible on a basis
of poverty and ignorance. Goldstein states the reason for this in his book:

For if leisure and security were enjoyed by all alike the

great mass of human beings vho are normally stupified by

poverty would become literate and would learn to think

for themselves . . . they would sooner or later realize

that the privileged minority had no fumetion and they

would gweep it away. 3

The simplest way to keecp the population poor and ignorant would be

125¢10ne, Bread and Wine, p. 141,

Loruell, 1984, pp. 156-157.
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to slow down the industrial output. This, however, would make the state
weak militarily and thus subject to being conquered. 1In order for the
nation to be safe from conquest and yet prevent the increase of real
wealth the state's economic aim becomes constant warfare. In this way
the industrial wheels are kept rolling and the population is kept busy.
Not only are the industrial products destroyed but their manufacture be-
comes a convenient way of expending labor power without producing anything
that can be consumed. This, of course, leads to many shortagee and Oceania
has the deliberate policy of continuous shortage in at least half of the
necessities of 1ife. The unavailable commodoties keep changing and they
usually are among the minor but most missed {tems, as Winston remarks:
"Everyone kept agking you for razor blades . , . there had been a famine
of them for montha past. At any given moment there was some necessary
article which the Party shops were unable to supply. Sometimes it was
buttons, sometimes it was darning wool, sometimes it was shoelaces."l4
This state of wartime scarcity increases the importance of any emall privi-
ledges that are granted.

In contrast to the healthy, clean and glittering life in the United
State the life in Oceania is dark, dirty and grim. Even the members of the
Outer Party live a life quite below the standard of living of any middle
class group in any current western industrial nation. Their food is taste-
less, unsightly and inadequate. The only extras are Victory gin which is
oily and soon destroye the taste buds and Victory cigarettes which have to
be held just so or they lose their tobacco. The only people with any of

the amenities of life are those in the Inner Party. They have real coffee,

lazkido. pp- ﬁ3-44.
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Economy is a subject that seems to interest our noveligts little
and with the exceptions which we have discugsed it is not explored in any
detail. This makes it difficult to verify the factors of this component
of the Friedrich-Brzezingki model.

It can be said that the econcmiec policles of the totalitarian state
1ike the party, the police, and the communications media, are used to butt-

ress the ideology and to support the primary objectives of the totalitarian

leadership.



CHAPTIER VII
LIFE IN THE TOTALITARIAN STATE

Men must hide the fact that they are human. They
have to behave according to technical laws, like
machines, Man has been reduced to & single plane

-« = the social plane. Be has been trxansformed into
a "ecitizen," which no longer has anything in common
with the conception of a human being.

Gheorghiu, The Tventy-fifth Hour

With one exception a portrait of life in the totalitarian state
as seen in these novels would be painted in tones of gray. The qualicy
of life within such a state is nightmarish, It is a land of unrealicy
in which the pervading atmosphere is that of fear and alienation. In the
preceding chapters various elements of the totalitarian state have been
isolated and discussed in terms of the Friedrich-Brzezinski wmodel. This
gives a piecemeal picture of life in such a state. A much clearer idea
of life in a totalitarian state is gained by studying the novels as entities.
The one exception to the gray portrait of life in the totalitarian
state 1is the society of the United State in Zamiatin's We. The literary
device used to portray life in this state is a journal kept by the protag-
onist, D-503. As the builder of the Intregral, a spacechip, D=503 is writ~
ing this journal to be carried on the first flight of the ship to pilcturs
for others the life of the United State. Here the impact of life is one
of an operating room; there ie surpgical cleanliness snd precision, an im-

pression of gleaming glass and stainless:steél. The concerne of daily life
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are gone, each Number in this society lives within a cubicle of glass,
eats bis meals in a group dining hall and wears a uniform. 7The only
differentiation between them is the number they wear on theilr uniform
and their physical charactaristics. The creation of identical physical
characteristice ig being researched and soon the only difference will be
that of sex and one's personal number.

The hour by hour precision of their lives is regulated by The Tables.
Cood and evil no longer exist, and the leaders are hoping that soon they
can achieve the perfect state where nothing happens. Having eliminated
good and evil in the cleanlinesgs and mathematical perfection of this eoclety
they have come close to erasing the essential individuality of the human
being. Only the mean in human nature remains, the extremes no longer exist,
As R-, D-503's friend and a poet, expresses it: 'We are the happy arith-
metical mean . . . The integration from zero o infinity, from imbeciles to
Shakespeare, nl

Yet mathematical perfection has not been reached in this state and
there is a rebellion against the Well-Doer on the Day of Unanimity, Later
D-503 helps some discontent Numbers and some of those who live outeide the
green wall in an attempt to capture the Intergral on her maiden voyage.
The attempt proves abortive and the population, inclwding our hero, is sub-
jected to brain surgery to assure their conformii:y.

Life in the Oceania of 1984 is one of worn-cut clothing, inadequate
food, dingy living quarters in dilapidated nineteenth century buildings, of

an atmosphere pervaded with the odors of cooking and inadequate plumbing,

IZam:lat:!.n, Ve, p. 41,
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of continual sameness in jobs and in the pattern of the days. Each persomn
stands alone except In moments of group togetherness. This sense of alien-
ation is caused by fear of being exposed to the Thought Police. There is
a constant sense of being watched not only by the ever watchful eyes of
Big Brother on the posters throughout town and by one's acquaintances, but
by the ever present telescréaua vhich not only watch but talk back as well.
Life in this state is merely a matter of survival and even that
seems of little value, Here the protagonist, Winston Smith, in order to
establish some sense of reality writes a journal or diary of his life. It
18 a short life. He lived through the early days of the current regime as
a child, He was once and perhaps still is married, but his wife has gone
elsewhere. He spends his days rewriting back issues of the Times and attend-
ing the proscribed functions, He falls in love with a girl, Julia, who
works in the literary department of the Ministry of Truth producing novels
by machine. They conduct an affair by meeting at widely separated locations
at different times, They become interested io contacting "The Brotherhood,"
a parhaps fictional group allegedly headed by the former Party member Gold-
stein and aimed at the overthrow of the Party. They think they can make
contact through 0'Brien, & member of the Inmer Party. He lcans them a copy
of Goldstein's book. They procure the use of the room above Mr. Charrington's
junk ghop. Mr, Charrington turns gut to be a member of the Thought Police
and they are eventually arrested and brought to the Ministry of Love where
they are interrogated by O'Brien. The interrogation is considered a success
vhen they deny their feelings for each other and they are allowed to leave.

They discover little to say to each other when they happen to meet on the

outside, It is quite obvious as the book ends that Winston has little
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reason left to live. Despite the changes which have occurred in him in
the Ministry of Love, Winston's final change comes at the end of the movel.
He is sitting in a bar looking at a telescreen on which Big Brother appears:

He gazed up at the enormous face, Forty years it had

taken him to learn what kind of smile was hidden be-

neath that dark mustache, O cruel, needless misunder-

standing! O stubborn, self-willed exile from the lov-

ing breast! Two gin-scented tears trickled down the

sides of his nose. But it was all right, everything

was all right, the struggle was finished. He had won

the victory over himself. He loved Big Brother.2
So the state has won by giving him only one reason for life, his love of
Big Brother.

In Bresd and Wine Pietro Spina returns to his native portion of Italy
from working sbroad for the Communist party. He is 11l with tuberculosis
and in order to rest and regain his strength he disguises himeelf as a priest,
Don Paolo, on sick leave and goes to the village of Pietrasecca.. He attempts
to make contact in Rome with former members of the Party to organize a new
action group but his attempts end Iin failure. He re-establishes contact
with his old teacher, the priest Don Benedetto, who is soon poigoned by the
government. Spina's only act of rebellion is to chalk words opposing govern-
mental policy on the walls of Fosca after the declaration of war with
Ethiopia. His aim has been to better the life of the peasants who have
been subjected to the tyrauny of the church and of the state and whose life
is unbearably hard. He wishes to remove the yokes of oppression and super-
stition and he has falled. Yet it is the strength of the peasants in the
face of all their adversity that gives him hope. His attempts at vevolution
secm doomed and, having been reported to the police, he flees across the

mountains. The ending {ndicates that he will meet death in the mountains.

20rwell, 1984, p. 245.
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Although Rubashov 15 confined In prison in Dazlmess at Noon his
entire life 1s presented through a series of flashbacks sparked by the
questioning of Ivanov and Gletkin, As a young idealist and revolutionary
he dedicated his life to the Party., Throughout hia 1life he has sacrificed
to the Party the people who were important to him personally. After having
gone through a particularly painful experience in prison in a foreign
country Rubahov had returned to Bussia., KNo. 1 was now in power and Rubashov
found the atmosphere too oppressive., Although he had not yet vecovered he
asked for and received an assigument abroad., He remained abroad until
shortiy before hie arrest and imprisonment.

He realizes during the imprisonnent that the basic formula on which
the revolution has been predicated is wrong because it does not recognize
the irrationality of human nature, By denying this the vevolution has in-
validated itself. Yet Rubachov 1s still a delicated member of the Party
and hopes that its fallure is merely a matter of the "relative political
maturity” of the people, #o that when they achieve a higher ievel of politi-
cal maturity the system will work, HRubashov's ideologieal viewpoint has
led to his imprisomment, Because he belifeves that in order to validate his
1ife he must be willing to die in silence for the sake of the Party, he goes
through with the mogkery of his public trial and is executed.

The Iwventy~-fifth Houx, while basically the story of Johamn Moritz,
also contains several other storics., The mest importsnt of these is that
of Traian Koruga, a novelist who Gheorghiu admits is closely modeled on him-
self. Traian's father is the priest in Johann'e home village. Tratan marries
Eleanora West, the head of & large publishing firm, Although they have been

in love for yeara she only agrees to marry because of the raclal laws. The
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Rumanian laws are the scame as the Nuremberg laws and since one of her
grandparents had been a Jew these laws could lead not only to the loss
of her business but that of her freedom as well., With her marriage she
can transfer her business to Traian and the marriage will help secure
her position as a Christian. Through her connections Traian 1s appointed
amhagsador to another nation. Here they are interned as enemy aliens,
and after the Allied victory they are omce again interned, this time by
the Americans. After Traian witnesses his father's death in the prison
camp he goes on a hunger strike. He is eventually removed from the camp
and force fed but upon her return he commits sulcide by forcing one of
the guards to shoot him., Throughout the novel he has been writing his
own novel which will carry the same title as Gheorghiu's. Traian's thesis
is that vestern technological civilization will fall after turning human
baings into robots and that his generation is doomed to die in the chains
of the technological barbarians. In a discussion with a friend Tralan ex-
plained the significance of the title of hies novel: "The hour when mankind
18 beyond salvation . . when it is too late even for the coming of the
Messiagh., It ig not the last hour; it is one hour past the last howr. It
is Western Civilization at this very moment. It is NOW,"3

Albert Camus' The Plague looks at totalitarianism from a different
angle than the other novels. It is the story of the occupation of a nation
by an alien totalitarian force. On the literal level The Plague is a
chronicle of a fight against an imaginary epidemic which supposedly afflicted
Oran sometime in the 1940's. On the metaphysical level (the favorite of the

literary critics) it conveys a picture of man's position in the universe in

3Gheorgh1u, Hour, p. 41.
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relation to the problem of ovil and the necessity of sufferiag. At the
fn~between level and in lece total fashion Camus is telling the story
of the German occupation of France. He has taken the imape of the plague
and used 1t to iliustrate three major aveas of human experience; the in-
dividual huyman lifo, politice, and metaphysics. The novel has very little
plot. It f£ollows the curve of the plague from the fipst indication in
the large mmber of dead vats through the deaths of enough humanse that
the Coverament admits the fact of plague, through the closing of Oran and
the attempts to find a cure until the death rate begine to fall sharply
and the plague dieappears. During the period of the plague it i{s wainly
the concensual attitude of the population that is deseribed. The fight
againat the plague and the differcent attempte to overcome it are studled
in the pringipal characters; Tarracuz, Rambert, Crand, Father Panelouz and
br. Rieuz, It 1s Dr. Riecux vho narrates the story although this is oot
made evident until the end of the nove.

The plague as the symbol of occupation affords many obvious analogies.
The confusion of public opimion and stupefaction vhen the plague's preseace
is accepted as reality, the rationing of food and gas, the electricity cuts,
the disappearance of all but emprgency traffic, the vestrictive measures
anaounced by the press, and the increased police eurveillance, the growth
of the seedetance to the plague, Cottard's black mavket activities, the
mass burial of victims in opent graves, the isolation comps are the constite
uents of terror which would be present in an eavironment of occupation as
well es that of plague. By placing hie account of the otcupation in mythical
terms Caris removes it from the ephere of personal paasion and private biag
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that tend to lesgsen the value of many accounts of the occupation, By
using a symbol he has also increaced the scope of his narrative to in-
clude all political tyrannies.

Franz Kafka's The Trial also has a very simple plot line and is a
parable as much as The Plague is. Most critics agree that it is basically
an eschatological novel which sets forth in parable many of the same
thoughts that Soren Kierkegaard expressed in his theology. Despite or
perhaps because of this it portrays very effectively the sense of life
in a totalitarian state.

As the novel opens the hero Joseph K., a trusted bank clerk expect-
ing promotion, is served with 2 warrant for arrest by two policeman on the
morning of his thirtieth birchday. The officers neither kaow nor care why
Joseph K. 1s& being arrested, K,, in his humility and desire to cooperate
with this authority assumes the air of a guilty man, drops all interest im
the bank and concentrates on his case. His uncle appears from the country
and secures the ald of a lawyer who, to K.'s surprise, assures him that
all cases are actually settled out of court by influence or bribery. When
nothing appears to be happening K. invades the judicial offices and makes
a nuisance of himself because no one has heard of his case. He gradually
becomes desperate not only because of the sceming futility but because he
begins to feel that some authority has been watching and is becoming annoyed
at his anxiety for the speedy triumph of justice, Having been hypnotized
by trust K. gradually becomes hypnotized by fear., At the end, shortly be-
fore K.'s thirty-first birthday, two men come to his lodging in frock coats
and bowler hats, He knows why they are there and goes with them, They take
him to a quarry on the outskirts and hand him a knife. When he hesitates

to use it they kill him.
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Rafka's Joseph K. portrays most effectively man's ability to accept
the most arbitrary type of authority. The strange court which arrests him
and which in the end condemns him seems to have no actual civil authority.
Yet K. only tenatively questions its authority in the begiunning and grows
to accept it, and almost with relief he abandons the freedom of his for=-
wer life for the domination of the court. The Trial better than any of
the other novels leaves us with an overall impression of the nightmare
quality of life in a totalitarian state. The novel's prophetic tone gives
it a different quality than the other novels, for Kafka sees the ideas and
qualities that produced the totalitarian state as indigenous in twentieth
century western culture and portrays the type of justice that will exist
in such a state.

In Thomas Mann'e Doctor Faustus the central theme is based on the
close assocliation of Germany, music, and the Faustian tradition. The pro=
tagonist, Adrian Leverkuhn, is a German composer. His life is closely
linked with Germany and although he is "Faustian" in the Spenglerian tra-
dition, he is also linked over and over again with the traditional Faust
of the chapbook. The novel is written in a complicated, almost musical
form with varying themes and leitmotivs weaving in and out. The narrator
of the story is Adrian's friend, Serenus Zeitbloom, a humanist and teacher.
The first sectiom of the nmovel tells the story of Adrian's boyhood and his
musical and intellectual education. The two most important experiences in
Adrian's life, his decision to become a musician and his surrender to
disease conclude thia section of the novel, The dialogue between Adrian
and the Devil stands at the center of the novel and formalizes the pact

Adrian had made when he contracted syphilis.
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After the pact with the devil deemonism becomes increasingly evi-
dent in the novel. This is depicted in Zeitbloom's discussion of Germany's
growing intoxication with the Nazi ideology. It is ghown 1in Adrian's music
where furious productivity and iliness alternate. It ig illustrated in the
increasing degeneration of Adrian's circle of friends in Mumich. As Adrian
passes the peak in his life the subsequent events reflect the patterns of
his earlier life. The farm in Bavaria repeats his boyhood home and the
Kridwiss circle takes up and exaggerates the non-rational politics of the
students at Halle.

A succession of chapters deals with the partial rallies both in the
life of Adrian and of the fortunee of Germany. These parallel developments
are demonstrated by the periocd of the relative success under the Weimar
Republic and in Adrian'e life by the attaining of a degree of health and
even of human warmth., The final section 18 one of catastrophe, Adrian's
attempt at love and marriage results in effect in the murder of a friend.
The death of his nephew, Echo, drives him to "take back' Beethoveen's Ninth.
His The Lamentation of Doctor Faustus repudiates the ideals on which Cerman
classiecal culture had been built., After his farewell to his friends Adrian
falls into utter madness. Zeitbloom's description of Adrian's final breake-
down is written in counterpoipt with his description of the progress of
World War II which links Adrien and the death agonies of the Third Reich.
Although the two catastrophes are separated by fifteen years they become
oune in the mind of the reader.

Mann's novel is one of sorrow., He was convinced at the time he was
writing that Germany had written her own death sentence and would not survive

the aftermath of World War II. His novel is his attempt to understand the
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death of his nation, He looked back and sgw the ideas and qualities that
produced the totalitarian culture. In Adrian he drew the conflict of German
ideaa and the dualistic nature of the German soul. Mann showed the leaning
toward the daemonic and the acceptance of the irrational which led to
Adrian's denial of the Germany of classical culture and his incipient mad--
ness and which aleo led Germany to accept Hitler and all that followed his
rise to power.

The quality of life in the totalitarian state as it is portrayed in
these novels i3 characterized by a marked despair which stems from an over-
whelming senge of alienation, insecurity and anxiety. This somber portrait
of life revesls the blend of mass hysteria and individual ineptitude; of an
underlying irrationality, dacmonism and mysticiem, The tensions between the
scientific and literary cultures are depicted, Yet through the gray gloom
of the total picture runs a faint line of hope.

Recent indiscriminate use of the term alienation, like that of the
term totalitarianism, has blurred its meaning. It is evident that alien-
ation in the twentieth century totalitarian state is most vividly revealed
in the confusion, or indeed lost, of sccial identity. As & result of this
confusion or loss, man becomes anxious. Because he does not have a keen
sense of his own individualism, he cannot enter into a vital relationship
with his contemporary society, or with his fellow men, Most tragically,
neither can he be a whole person for even his own sense of self has disin-
tegrated,

It is this kind of alienation that is the most persistent theme in
all the novels of this study. Alienation, of course, is hardly a specifi-

cally tuentieth century literary theme. Long before Colin Wilson, Homer
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wrote of the outsider. The motif of the eternal wanderer doomed to live
outside soclety began with the Jewish tradition and appears throughout
the history of western literature, as does the figure of the alienated
artist, What ip different about alienmation in the twentieth century is
that it has become increasingly one of the words used by psychologists,
sociologists, theologians, philosphers and literary men to describe the
Zeltgeist of thia century.

Alienation and anxiety are conditions which are plainly immediate
precursors to the totalitarian state. The ideclogy of the totalitarian
state promised to corvect these conditions, yet these conditions are inten-
tionally perpetuated by the state as a means of maintaining political con-
trol, It is ia the overall concept of the individual novels that these
problems of alienation and anxiety become apparent.

The nineteenth and twentieth centuries have been a time of rapid
technological change. Ivanov in Darkness at Noon comments to Rubashov
that, "since the invention of the steam engine . . . the world has been
permanently in an abnormal state; the wars and revolutions are just the
visible expression of this state."4 As the machine grevw in predoninance
many of the great thinkers and artists of the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries were concerned with the individual maintaining his individual
existence. Fhilosophers and social theorists examined from their owm point
of view and special emphasis the historical movement by which men warse
being transformed into things., They charted the process of the breakdown

of accepted meanings and analyzed facets of the despalr that comes from

4Koestler. Darkness, p. 156.
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neaninglescness. All looked for ways by which the individual could affirm
hinmself under social conditions which increasingly threatened to annihi-
late the individual and replace him with the thing, But in the totalitarian
envircnment vwhich we have obeerved in these novels man does not enthusiase
tfcally join in this quest. Joseph K., the protagonist of The Trial is per-
haps the best example of the thesis that modern man is fleeing the freedom
to affirm his individuality. This freedom ie fesxrful, and K, longs for

some external authority which would remove the spiritucl burden of his
freedom,

The threat of technology is wmost poignantly drawn in Ye, Everything
that makes the individual a unique human being, including hie phyeical
characteristics, is being erased by the Uniced State. In The Iwenty-£ifth
Bour Father Koruga forecasts this turning of the individual into a thing:

Once his life bae been reduced to ite soclal and automatic

element and subjected eatizvely to the lawe of the machine,

it will eimply have ceased to exist, These laws can never

under any circunstances give life its meaning, and if life

is deprived of ite meaning - = its only wecaning and one

that is totally free and above and beyond the bounds of

logic « - then life itself will finally become extinct.d

The need for congensus vhich has produced the need to turm the ilg-
dividual from a being into & thing ie well fllustrated in 1984, The Party
will not allow Wineton's alienation from the society and he canmot conform
to society. So he is taken to the Ministry of Truth vhere they turn him
into a non-human just as surely as the surgery that removes fancy in e
turns the Bumbers into mon~humana,

One encounters in the novels another, somevhat strange,portrayal of

aslienation. Even those who are honest protagonists for the totalitarian

50heorgh:l.u. Hout, p. 284,
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ideologies do not escape the frustration of estrangement. The "political
man' finds himgelf unable to relate to or help those whom he would lead.
The two best examples of this are Pletro Spina, the Communist worker in
Bread and VWine and Rubashov, the party member and revolutionary of Dark-
ness at Noon. Both have sacrificed their own lives to serve the cause

and both have sacrificed individuals to the cause, yet at the end of their
lives neither has the sense of having become one with the movement or of
having created something of value,

Having lost his social identity and the ability to relate to his
contemporaries, man beging to suspect and fear the loss of knowledge of
himself. His inability to belong, in a vital sense, to his socilety pre-
cipitates a threatening alonenees, This estrangement has taken away the
mirror which was provided by his social relatiocnships and in which he has
observed himself. His only alternative, if he 18 to be able to retain a
sence of personal ldentity, is to turn to self analysis. Ia all the novels,
this pattern is evidenced in the exposures wvhich emerge from the private
diaries and journals of the protagonists. This device is the central liter-
ary form of several of the novels such as 1984 which is in large portion
Winston Smith's journal, The Plague which is the journzl of Dr. Rieux, and
We which is the journal of D-503. 1In others the journal is part of the

novel, Rubashov keeps a journal in his prison cell on Darkness at Noon,

Pietro Spina when masquerading as Don Paolo keeps a journal in which he
completes his conversations with Christina in Bread and Wine, Joseph K.
attempts in The Trial to keep his own record of hie case, Doctor Faustus is
vritten by Adrian's frieand Zeitbloom and Traian Koruga while not keeping an
actual journal is writing & novel of The Twenty-fifth Hour which includes

the histories of the characters of Gheorghiu's novel.
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A tension vhich is visible in the twentieth century totalitarian
ideology has its roots in the seventeenth century. Since that period
the underliying assumption of western culture regardless of differences
in philosophical, economical or political concepts has been the belief
that science was potentially capable of solving the probleme of man. Yet
as sclence made possible rapid technological progress its attempts to
solve the problems of human society failed. Science continued to inves-
tigate man and nature in its objective manner while the arts turned to
the investigation of the subjective nature of man, until it seemed as
though science and the arts were deseribing two entirely different crea-
tures called man,

The tension between scientific and literary cultures caused by basic
conflicting appraisals of the nature of man, is evident in the totalitarian
state. Twentieth century totalitarianism is pervaded by the influence of
the rapid technological advances which have been a part of this era. It
has also enlisted the techniques of modern psychological manipulation. The
totalitarian gtate, influenced by a blend of these two forces, secks to
apply these peychological techniques to the citizen who is understood only
in the technological sense of a perfectly functioning, rational, automaton..
The novelists, writing as members of the literary culture, reveal their basic
rejection of this understanding of the nature of man, They deny this arbie
trary restriction of the human epirit. Totalitarianism is equated in thelr
stories with the attempt to restructure complex man into a single dimension.

All totalitarian ideologies say they are based on sclentific logic
and they produce a mathematical formula by which life can be lived in the

totalitarian state. The prime example is the United State in We which is
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based on mathematics and in vhich the individual has been reduced to a
mere number. Yet there are men in existence outside the green wall whe
have chosen to forego the creature comforts of the United State and to
remain free.® The theories of the party in both Darkness at Noon and in
1984 are based on muathematics and seientific logis. In both novels the
logic when applied to the individual human is shown to be faulty. As
Rubashov espresses it:

There was an errvor somewhere in the equation ~ - no in

the whole mathematical system of thought . . . Paerhaps

the Revolution had come teo early, an abortion with

monatrous, deformed limbs . . . Perhaps later, much

later, the new movement would arise - - with new flage,

a new spirit knowing of both: of economie fatality

and the 'oceanic sense' , . . Parhaps they will teach

that the tenet i{s uwrong which says that a man is the

quotient of one million divided by one million, and

will introduce a new kind of arithmetic based on mule

tipilication: on the joiniang of a million individuals

to form a new entity vhich, no longer an amporphous

wass, will develop a consciousneas and an individuale-

ity of its own with an 'oceanic fealing' increased a

millfonfold, in unlimited yet self~contained space,’

Thie defect in the totalitarian ideology results from the basic
misunderstanding of man by the totalitarian state's technologically domi-
nated leadership. They have attempted to deal with their citizens through
an appeal to only one part of their nature., They have ignored the complex-
ity of man. But wan can be dealt with only as a whole. And becayse of the
complexity of the whole there can never be gimple solutions for the problems
of human gociety. The bullders of the totalitarian state, in their queat

for ultimate power, have ignored the whole and attempted to impose simple

61hia group is kuown as "The Mephi." It is interesting that here
the daemonic is connected with the humanist side while in Doctor Faustus
it ie econsidered the antithesis of humanism.

7Koeal:1et. Darknesg, rp.260-261,
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solutions. Father Koruga in The Twenty~-fifth Hour expresses this well:

Human life has no meaning unless it 1s conceived as a
whole, We can only grasp its ultimate purpose if we
bring into play the same senses that help us to under-
stand religion and to interpret or to create art, In
the search for the ultimate end of life reason plays
only a secondary role, Mathematies, statistics and
logic ar¢ as ineffectual as guides to the comprehension
and organization of human 1life, as they are to appreci-
ation of Mozart or Beethoven. But our modern Western
sgciety persists in trying to arrive at an understand-
ing of Beethoven and Raphael by means of mathematics
and calculations, It is relentless in its efforts to
improge men's lives by resorting constantly to statis-
tics.

Desgpite the overall grayness of the picture of the totalitarian
state painted by these novelists there is that thin line of hope. Mainly
this hope lay in the common wan who had wanaged to maintain a separate
identity. It 1s this faith and belief in the common man as the repository
of the truly human and the hope for the future that caused so many of these
novelists to join the Communist Party. Winston Smith expresses this hope:

And the people under the sky were also very much the

same - - everywhere, all over the world, hundreds of

thousands of millions of people just like this, people

ignorant of one another's existence, held apart by

walle of hatred and lies, and yet almost exactly the

same - - people who had never learned to think but

were storing up in their hearts and bellies and muscles

the power that would one day overturn the world. If

there was hope it lay in the Prolas!"?

Pietro Spina and Rubashov have thisg game faith, It will be the commen man
who will eventually overthrow the totalitarian govermment and erect a soclety
of a more human cast. Father Koruga in his long death bed speech insists
that only individuals, not categories will survive the destruction of

western technological civilization.

acheorghiu. Hour, p. 283,

Sorwell, 1984, p. 181.
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Even Serenus Zeitbloom who paints the destruction and guilt of
his fatherland in the darkest tones finde a faint glimmer of hope.
Zeitbloom ia discussing The Lamentation of Doctor Faustus finds a note

of hopet

No this dark tone-poem permits up to the very end no
consolation, appeasement, tranfiguration . . . Ex-
pression as lament - - is the issue of the whole con-
struction . . . may we not parallel with it another,

a religlous one, and say too {(though only in the low-
est whisper) that out of the sheerly irremediable hope
might germinate? It would be but a hope beyond hope-
lessness, the transcendence of despair - - not betrayal
to her, but the miracle that passes belief. For listen
to the end, listen with me; one group of instruments
gfter another retires, and what remains as the work
fades on the air is the high G of the cello, the last
word, the last fainting sound, slowly dying in a
painissimofermata, Then nothing more. Silence, and
night. But that tone which vibrates in the silence,
which 18 no longer there, to which only the spirit
harkens, and which was the voice of mourning, is so no
more. It changes its meaning; it abides as a light in
the night. 10

Life in the totalitarian state is designed to produce the conformity
necessary to give the state absolute power. The individual is nevexr con-
sidered as an individual but ae a category. As a category his life is
scientifically and logically planned for him. The sides of his character
or his nature that are not amenable to such planning are suppressed, and
if this is not possible he ig removed from the group. Homogeneity i{s the
state’s aim. To realize this goal means to deny human individuality. It
aleo means that those who retain the human instinets are alienated from
such a society or who accept it on the surface and continue to live their

own internal lives that the novelists place their hope.

10Mann. Faustus, p. 491.
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Along with this gray portrait of life the novels used in this
study bave also reflected, albeit imperfectly, the model of the totali-
tarian state created by Friedrich and Brzeeinski. They illustrated the
necessity for an all encompaseing ideology in the totalitarian state.

In the Friedrich~Brzezinski model the state is portrayed as an organism
and the individual ag a component cell, It ie¢ a doctrine which enjoys a
pseudo-religious appeal. In the novels the ideology is expanded beyond
the model and is shown to be aimed at the creation of a climate of in-
security, The novels reflect the model's view of mass control of communi-
cation as being used not only to indoctrinate the people with the ideology
and the concept of the party's infallibility, but also to help the people
tolerate the conditions under which they live by depriving them of stan-
dards for comparison. The novels also make a point, not in the model,
that disrespect for the individual is inherent in the propaganda. The
propaganda is aimed at the irrational side of man's nature with the goal
of destroying the sense of individual worth. The novels also lay stress
on the inversion, in totalitarian propaganda and ideology, of normal
morality. This inversion of morality in which the ends justify the means
and in which "Thou shalt not kill" becomes ''Thou shalt kill," becomes the
groundwork for the system of terror by which the society operates. The
novels stress the suspension of normal control of law and order and the
substitution of terroristic force by the police to create a sense of in-
security in all members of the state. They support the contention of the
model that consensus is the basls for the tervoristic control. They also
deal briefly with both the nature of the totalitarian party and the

economics of a totalitavian society, and what they have written in no way
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disagrees with the model. They extend the model's treatment of the party
to include the contention that one of the party's main tasks is control of
its owvm members.

There is no question that the novelists concur with the underlying
assumption of the Friedrich-Brzezinski model that totalitarfanism, although
it 18 in a sense a continuum of other forms of despotism, i8 a product of
wastern technological civiligation. It ie mass society which produces the
genge of alienation and anxiety in the individual member and thue produces
a social atmosphere in which the dogma of the totalitarian ideology finds
ite adherents.

It would be very difficult to extract a model of the totalitarian
state from the novels alone, for instead of assembling a collection of
interrelated traits one would abstract a collection of symptoms. It would,
however, be possible to describe on the basis of the novels a progressive
chart of the disease. The progression would move from the consideration
of the individual as an individual to the consideration of him as a cate~
gory; from the consideration of the linited power of the state to the con~
gideration of a state where there 1s unlimited extension of state functions
into every avenue of life. The novels as noted, agsume that totalitarianism
18 a product of twentieth century western civillzation, They stress the
change from a society which functions in order to promote and ease the life
of the individual to a society inm which the individual functions only to
further the aims of soclety. The unlique individual human is no longer im~
portant except as a part, and an easily interchangeable part at that, of
society. He is no longer considered a multi-dimensional ¢reature but only

in the single dimension of his membership in the state.
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Thus it becomes clear that the novels are not pre-eminently con-
cerned with the individual in his velationship to tho state in a politieal
gense, They are, rather, the result of the search to uncover and reveal
the exiastential predicament of the individual who lives fa the total state,
For this reason the atudy of the totalitnrian state through novele does
not raeveal, except tangentially, the institutional, political, economiec,
or othey more traditionally studied facets of gociety.

One important impression which results from the gtudy of these novels
is that twentieth century man in the mass societies of western eivilization
has found totalitarfanism appealing because of its ideological promise to
relieve the sense of alienmation produced by his society. A second, and
equally important, impression 1s that the totalitariaen state fails to make
good this promise. Instead of recelving relief from aliemation the citizen
of the totalitarian state finds hic sense of alienation is compounded with
those of anxiety end mistrust, alienatiomn, thus stremgthcned, threatens the

destruction of individualiey,



EPILOGUE: THE NOVEL AS A HISTORICAL SOURCE

The study of the totalitarian state using novels as basic source
material provides a particular, though limited, picture of such a atate.
Although the novel may include historical facts or assumptions, it does
not purport to faithfully record the politiecal, social, economic, diplo-
matic or intellectual history of such a state, It cannot be used in the
manner of traditional historical documents. The novel, is unot, after
all, a historical document, but rather a highly individualized interpre-
tation of a devised situation,

The novel's value as a historical source, as compared to the more
trad{tionally valued documents, lies in ite peculiar ability to reflect
the gpirit of the culture from which it emerges. The idea of life which
underlies the novel is not the logical system of the philosophers but
the beliefs and convictions on vhich the general consciousness of an era
is based, Because it is the product of a soclety or culture, it is a
legitimate tool for the historical investigation of that society or cul-
ture, Because of its form, the portrayal of the individual in his social
context, the novel affords an easler acecess to the basic values of an age
than do the other art forms., The novelist often performs the function of
both prophet and interpreter of ideas. It 1s not only the underlying values
of a society which are reflected in the novel but those ideas and values
vhich are at that moment emerging in the consclousness of the age. The
novelist may often, consciously or unconsciously, convey the spirit of an

age that has not as yet been expressed in events,
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Totalitarianism was the dominant factor {n the Europe of the
nineteen thirties and forties. The understanding of this factor would
require the study of those historians who have interpreted the political,
diplomatic, social, economic and intellectual premises of that time, This
understanding would be furthered by the study of those novels which were
written in twentieth century Europe. Although the novels may simplify
and dramatize the elements of the totalitarian state, they do vividly
convey its nature and its impact on its citizens. The novelists, using
their art and talent, draw the reader into the framework of thelr stories.
The reader, whose empathy has been elicited for the characters in the
novel, receives a vicariocus experience of living in the totalitarian state.
The novels used as source material for this study have provided insights
not only into the effect of the totalitarian state on people but also into
its causes.

Each of the novels that has been used in this study of the total
state has, on the whole, reflected a different idea of what reality 1s in
such a state. There are a myriad of Jmpreseions of the totalitarian state
to be gained and yet they all give one overvhelming impression of totali-
tarianism as an unreal world, as a dream, and in all cases but one that of
a hideous nightmare in which all the Jungian archetypes of malevolence have
been let loose.

In their study of totalitarianism the novelists make it abundantly
clear that totalltarianiem is very wmuch a product of twentieth century
western civilization and that it is incipieni in all western cultures,
They show that the i{deolopgical basis for totalitarianism is an exteagion

not only of social ideas that are prevalent in western culture but of the
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underlying assumption of western eivilization that selence can solve

the problems of society. They show that despite dieclaimers to the
contrary those who seek power do not seek it for the betterment of the
masses. Even though they may delude themselves, they seek power for its
ovn sake. The seeds of totalitarianism lie in all ideologies and in
most western societies. The novelists believe that only a jealous pro-
tection of individuality can prevent its maturation. Yet they do not
palat an optimistic picture of the future even if individuality is main-
tained, for feelinge of alienation continue to increase in twentieth
century western civilization. Truth seems velative and perhaps unattain-
able. These feelings make the unity and abpolute truth promised by the
dogma of the totalitarian ideology most alluring. The novelista have
tried to show that the ideologles have substituted myth for truth and

in so doing have created the intolerance that always divides men. They
have portrayed the false security and even greater sense of alienation

of the individual in the Total State,
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