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CHAPTER ONE



Introduction

Special edu
and abilities in
places an emphas
with much attent

special educatig

cation places emphasis on individualized instruction

comparison to regular education. Regular education
is on subject matter and group instruction. Recently
ion focused on the development and research of

n, it has produced an increased knowledge of how to

teach students with special needs. The focus of this project is

the study of cri
of a special edy
take in account
students to be s

The success
education areas
are able to fung

emphasis on emp]

teria to assess the needs,, based on the abilities,
cation student. Consideration of the criteria must
the needs and interest of the special education
uccessful.

of the special education student in the vocational
is determined by the degree of which these students
tion productively in the area of their choice with

oyment potential.

Statement of thd Problem

The purposg of this study is to investigate the factors that

are necessary fg

special educatig

Research Questiq

r consideration and understanding the needs of a

n student in the vocational areas.

ns

The basic 1

esearch questions of this study are as follows:

(1) what are the exit competencies for a given learning disabled

according to the

student's career/vocational goals and/or needs?




(2) is it possi

ble for a special education student to be placed in a

vocational ]eaAning environment with their peers that are "normal"-

( mainstreaming)

, and( 3) can a special education student be productive

during this perfiod of mainstreaming?.

Background and

Significance of the Study

It has beén pointed out and discussed by some authorities and

studies that t
"regular" voca
disabled studer
Especially in g

can be slowed ¢

]e learning disabled student be mainstreamed into

ional classes. (4:52) It may.be that the learning
t may function much better in an adaptive situation.
skilled area, for example, in typing the cirriculum

own considerably so that the slowest of the students

can meet- all conpetencies as outlined for the class.

The sw jeq

t at hand, mainstreaming, has become a widespread

concérn of mosf vocational teachers. This is due to the fact that

mainstreaming (¢

ing due to the

f special education students has become ever so demand-

virginia State Department of Education requirements,

(1:2) From thg guidance department standpoint the mainstreaming

aspect is advaLtegeous to the special education student for career

purposes. The

there is a nee

efore, keeping the mainstreaming concept in mind,

to determine and assess the capabilities to move

toward a concrete procedure for career planning.

Also we, TS individual teachers in the vocational areas must

develop: and c%ordinate a cirriculum. This can be accomplished

with the help

They provide a

hf the special education teacher and guidance counselor.

list of course objectives and competencies for each




based on their [[.E.P. Here-again, we must consider the vocational
interest and afility to pérform of each student.

Instructign must beginwhere students can bénefit the most.
According to the provisions in the Education for All Handicapped
Act, all stateland local school districts must provide an appro-
priate elementdry and secondary education for ages 6 through 21.
Some states ard required to educate these students in the least
restrictive enyironment and when possible, mainstreamed. (43 7).

Vocational area programs cannot exclude students because
of their type qf disablity. My area of vocational education is
concentrated i) Business Education.

The succeds of mainstreaming depends upon the actions and
attitudés of all persons involved--student, teacher(s), admini-

strators, and parents.

Limitations of |the Study

This study relied heavily on the information gathered from other
research proje¢ts, pamphlet, andibooks on this subject. Also the
Special Educatfon Department and Special Education Library at
Gloucester Higph School. Therefore, the data may not be repre enta-
tive of all spgcial education departments at all high schoo]s;
Another limitihg factor in this study is my lack of practical

experience in fhe career planning of special education students.

Basic Assumptipns

This resebrch study is based on the assumption that the implementa-

tion of a cirrficulum for the special education student in the vocational




areas is mandatory under the Education for All Handicapped Act.

Procedures for

Collecting Data

The procedlre used for collecting data in this research study

was a review of|the following: published materials, discussions

with special education teachers and students, who submitted and

released information willingly. Also a review of several I.E.P.'s.

During the review of the I.E.P.'s and discussions with the students

and teachers in| special education all information was given freely

without coerciop.

. Definitions of

Terms

The following terms are used throughout the study.

They are listed

to give the reader and understanding of this project:

1.
2.

| Individual Education Pland

L.D. learning disability
learning disability . . . Children of near average, average,
or @ dve average, general intelligence with learning and/or

certain behavioral abnormalities ranging from mild to severe,

are associated with subtle diviant function of the

centrdal nervous system. These may be characterized by
varioys combinations of deficit in perception, conceptuali-
zation, language, memory, and control of attention, impulse,

or motor function.

examples of definitional criteria for learning disabili-
1. underachievement in academic areas.

2. impairment of some broad development process.

[9%]

presence of brain injury.

4. the exclusion of other categories.




10,

mainstreaming is the process of returning the special education
student to an environment of the regular classroom for the
most part of the day during school.

"least restrictive environment' is a regular classroom
according to P.L. 94-142,

P.L. 94-142, The Rlucation for all Handicapped Children Act.
assessment is determination of the aptitudes, skills, and
competencies an individual has.

Business Education a sequential program that equips the
student with marketable skills, knowledges, and attitudes
required for entry level employment in business (or any
tvpe of occupational employment).

Vocational Education- skills taught to supply on the job
training where the student occupational strengths should be
matched to specific job requirements. The cirriculum is
designed to help the student develop skills, knowledge and
attitudes necessary to function in the world of work

environment,
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REVIEW OF THF. RELATED LITERATURE

Introduction

The related literature for this research study was collected and
assembled from dissertation abstracts, articles, journals, books and
resource persons in the Special Education Department at Cloucester

High School.

Vocational Opportunities and Positions

There are several vocational classes available for the special
education students. These are course selections offered in the Business
Education area on the secondary level: Beginning Typewriting, Business
Computer Applications, Introduction to Business, Shorthand. Accounting,
Word Processing and Office Technology I and II. Special education
students are better able to complete Introduction to Business and
Beginning Typewriting.

The course offerings present to the Special Education student the
possibility of a career of some type in the world of business. The
courses provide skills for the special education student who has the
capability to funqtion on entry level job positions. These course
of ferings present an opportunity for development in the skilled areas.

An entry level job may include alphabetic filing, general office
aid, and mail clerk.

Once a special education student has successfully completed a
business class: preferably Introduction to Business or Beginning Type-

writing, they have begun their nreparation for gainful emplovment.



To ensure that a special education student's participation in a
regular vocational class, all persons involved must cooperate to pro-
vide sufficient vocational instruction and related support services
in the regular classroom environment. Such support services may
include the following: supportive and remedial instruction, suppor-
tive education services (tutor, resource teacher, guidance, job

placement, and follow-up).

Purpose of Vocational Evaluation

The purpose of vocational education is threefold:
1, to explore the student's interests,
2, to access his abilities to perform various jobs.

3, to make recommendations.

The special education teacher, parents and vocational teacher
must all cooperate in order to offer the maximum ultilization of the
special edadcation student,

The Support services are especially important. It provides re-
inforcement of the competencies and further enhances the self-image

of the special education student.
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Introduction

This chapter presents the methods the researcher employed in this
study, The population that was under examination is identified. Also

the main instrument that was used is discussed.

Methods and Procedures

This study as done to assess the needs of a special education student
that has been mainstreamed into a vocational education class. Several
records of the students in special ediacation were examined and reviewed.
Also the special education teachers were interviewed. Due to the
sensititive nature of information the student's confidentiality was

assured and will be maintained throughout this study.

Population

The population for this study consisted of some learning disabled
and special education students and teachers from Gloucester High

School. The student grade levels were nine through twelve.

Instrument

The instrument used were forms that are incorporated in the
Gloucester County Public Schools. They are as follows: Indivi-
dualized Education Plan, Individualized Long Term Goals, Indivi-
dualized Short Term Goals, Annual Review of Placement, Basic Facts and
Necessary Information for Student Success in Vocational Education.
Other forms that may be used as intruments are: Vocational Planning Guide,

Reinforcement Inventory, and Functional Academic Career Exploration,
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Summa

This chapter consisted ;f a description of the methods and pro-
cedures used, The population was described as some of the special edu-
cation department of Gloucester High School, The researcher only

interviewed and reviewed records of the department.



CHAPTER FOUR
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Introduction

The purpose of the study was to assess the needs of a special
education learner in vocational education. To determine this need the
researcher reviewed the student's folder with records and forms used
by the special education department, and the opinions of the special
education teachers were also taken into account, The conclusions
researched were of a more subjective nature due to the fact that this
study did not contain any precise controlled, qualitative testing

instrument,

Summasz

The researcher has observed that there are probably four major
ways in which a special education teacher can insure the best pre-
paration for their students that are mainstreamed into regular
vocational classes, They are discussed as follows:

First, they teachers, administrators and parents involved can begin
by preparing the student for training and future employability:
providing them with appropriate career development activities and
prevocational instructions and skills, Usuallv these students lack
any practical experience in the world of work énd needs to be pro-
vided with activities for the development of career knowledge and
appropriate work attitudes and behavior.

Secondly, special educators need to communicate their students'
need effectively to the vocational teachers., They need to talk
directly to the vocational teachers who will actually be the person
training their student. Also the competencies of the vocational

teacher need to be determined.
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Thirdly, the vocational teacher may provide a report of the student's
grade, Any decline in the érades probably indicates a need to increase
'and or evaluate the supportive services that the special education teacher
is providing both the student and the vocational teacher.

Fina3ly, the result of the special education teacher's communication
with the vocational teacher should be evidenced in the student's I.E.P,
Notes from the initial interview with the prospective vocational
teacher can be used to write such a component of an I.E.P. 1In this
way, the vocational teacher will be a contributing member of the I.E.P.
development even if he or she c¢annot be directly involved by attending
the meeting. However, direct participation is always the preferrred

method,



CHAPTER FIVE
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Introduction

The research for this project, a study to access the needs of a
special education student who is being mainstreamed in a vocational
class, has been completed. All parts of the project have been
presented in chapters: one, two, three, and four. However, the
researcher presents the final part of this study in the indicated
format: summary and conclusions and recommendations.

The summary condensed the information recorded in chapter one
though four. The conclusions made influences derived from researching
the project. Finally, there are recommendations which described the

researcher's position on this project,

Summary

The problem presented in this project was to describe the needs
of a special education student being mainstreamed into a vocational
education class,

In Chapter One, goals were established to indicate what the
researcher wanted to accomplish., The background and significance section
gave the importance of the study and cited authorities in the special
education field,

Chapter Two, gave a review of leterature related to this project.
Several authorities were used which indicates a need for the mainstreaming -
of special education students into a vocational class.

Chapter Three, described the method and procedures used to determine
the needs of these special education students. The researcher reviewed

several student's I.E.P.'s and interviewed several vocational educators
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and teachers in the special education department.

Chapter Four, presenteé the findings of the study. They are de-

scribed in a narrative form. Conclusions reached from researching this

project are as follows:

1.

Mainstreaming special education students is important in order
to develop experience in dealing with a regular working environ-
ment,

An overwhelming majority of special education teachers also
supported the concept of mainstreaming.

In reviewing several special education student's I.E.P.'s it,
was concluded that mainstreaming has a positive effect on
their attitudes and seems willing to put out a maximum effort
in all classroom projects.

The success or failure of mainstreaming depends largely on
the cooperation of the vocational teacher, (the special
education teacher and the parents). Direct participation

from all sources help the special education student gain as
much knowledge possible in order to function in a regular

environment.
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Recommendations

Upon the completion of-this study the researcher strongly recommends
_that the vocational and special education teacher develop or adopt a
cirriculum to meeth the student's needs most effectively. Once this
step has been accomplished, the parents, teachers and students can
now work together to produce and develop a studenf that can function in

the working world of vocational education.
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GLOUCESTER COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS SE-1

‘ Section A
SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL SERVICES
Individualized Education Program
I.  Student Name Birthdate School Program
Parent/Guardian . Address Phone
Date of Eligibility Date IEP Developed Date of IEP Implementation Grade
SUMMARY OF STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES

Current levels of performance Correlate Areas for Annual Goals v As Appropriate
For Academic Areas Assessed Level Test
READING O Gross Motor Development (programs and progress in motor activities, physical

education, general health, etc.)
WORD RECOGNITION 00 Sensory-Motar.Integration (programs and progress in motor integration, art, o~

music, etc.)
ORAL COMPREHENSION O Perceptual-Motor Skills (programs and progress in perceptual skills, including

listening, attention and memory, fine muscle coordination)
SILENT COMPREHENSION 0O Language Development (programs and progress in language usage, including

functional level of reading, writing, and spelling)
LISTENING COMPREHENSION O Conceptual Skills (programs and progress in arithmetic understanding, social

studies, fund of information, concept development)
ARITHMETIC REASONING O Social Skills (programs and progress in social and personal development,

including self control, responsibility, and general behavior)
SPELLING O Vocational skills (career awareness, pre-vocational, job training, etc.)
GENERAL INFORMATION

WORK HABITS AND ATTITUDES
PARTICIPATION IN ADDITIONAL PROGRAMS: RELATED SERVICES: Date to Anticipated Location
Regular class: Personnel Begin Completion date Time
Physical Education: {1 Speech therapy.
Special Activities: (Music, Art) O Occupational therapy
Library: O Physical therapy
Other: O Physician
O Psychologist

Foward Copies as shown:  White - Central Office O Transportation
Yellow - Schoq{, confidential folder Gold - Parent O Other

Pink - Speci.  Jucation teacher






|
K

!

Section B INDIVIDUALIZED LONG TERM GOALS
STUDENT'S NAME page 1
Anticipated Dates
. . of Service Education and/or
II. Annual Goals Annual Objectives Begin. End Services needed to Personnel
Date Date accomplish goals Responsible







\
o

Section B INDIVIDUALIZED SHORT TERM OBJECTIVES
STUDENT'S NAME page 2
continued
: Continuation
III. Short Term Strategies/Techniques |Evaluation Procedures or
Objectives Raterials/Resources and schedules Begun Mastered Modification
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Section B INDIVIDUALIZED SHORT TERM OBIECTIVES _
STUDENT'S NAME | page 2
continued
. ' e S : ' , : Continuation -
III. Short Term "} Strategies/Techniques |Evaluation Procedures or o
Objectives Hater ials/Resources and schedules Begun Mastered © Modification
) &
e T I3 Wi

N







-ds SECTION B ANNUAL REVIEW OF PLACEMENT PAGE 1

STUDENT 'S NAME

Iv. A, SPECIAL EDUCATION PROGRAM

B. NUMBER OF ANNUAL GOALS

C. NUMBER OF SHORT TERM OBJECTIVES

D. MATH LEVEL

E. CHILD'S STRENGTHS

NUMBER ACHIEVED DURING THE YEAR

NUMBER ACHIEVED DURING THE YEAR

READING LEVEL

F. CHILD'S WEAKNESSESS

G. TEACHER COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDAT I ONS

DISMISSAL O CONTINUATION O

PROGRAM

V. TEACHER SI1GNATURE

DATE

Forward Copies as shown: White - Central Office
Yeliow - School, Confidential folder

Pink - Special Education Teacher

Gold - Parent

)

SUBMIT AFTER MAY 1, NO LATER THAN MAY 31.






Section A
STUDENT 'S NAME page 2

IvV.. Participants
Date Signature of All Persons Present Relationship to Student

JUSTIFICATION STATEMENT FOR LRE:

T GIVE PERMISSION FOR MY CHILD to be enrolled in the special program described in the Individualized
Education Program Plan. I understand that I have the right to review his/her records and to request a change in his/her
Individualized Education Program at any time. I understand that I have the right to refuse this permission and to have
my child continue in his/her present placement pending further action.

I did participate in the development of the Individualized Education Program - YES NO

I did not participate in the development of the Individualized Education Program, but I do approve of the plan. YES NO

NOTE: The IEP is not a binding contract.

Date Signature of Parent/Guardian

PARENTAL STATEMENT OF INTENT:

I DO NOT GIVE PERMISSION FOR MY CHILD to be enrolled in the special education program described
in the Individualized Program Plan. T understand that I have the right to review his/her records and to request another
placement. I understand that the action described above will not take place without my permission or until due process
procedures have been exhausted. I understand that if my decision is appealed, I will be notified of my due process

rights in this procedure.

Date . Signature of Paréent/Guardian

e



Reinforcement Inventory

Purpose

A reinforcement inventory is given at the beginning of the term as an aid in getting to know the
student. It can be valuable for behavior management because it may reveal what is reinforcing to

a student. The following is a sample reinforcement inventory. Each classroom teacher may wish to
constriuct his or her own items.

Name Date

1. When I have free time outside of school, I like to

2. 1 like books zbout

3. My favorite school activities are

4. My favorite musgc group is

5. 1 have always wanted to

6. The last two (2) books Iread are; {1 ) (2)

7. 1f I suddenly received a large amount of money 1 would

8. I would like a part-time job doiﬁg :

9. I read the newspaper: everyday ___ sometimes ___ never _____ (Check one)

10. The magazine I like to read is

11. My favorite school subject is

12, My favorite book is

13. The three records I listen to most often are: (1) (2) (3)

14. My favorite adult is « I like him or her because

15. The best reward for well done schoolwork is

16. When 1 graduate I want to

17. In this class I would like to spend time

18. W¥hen I'm in trouble I

19. The thing 1 do that bothers my teachers most is

20. In ¢class 1 like to work: alone in a small group {Check one)-

21. 1 feel a good teacher is one who

22. I would rather read: a short story a novel a magazine a biography
a newspaper a comic book (Check one or two)
23. I like to have time to study during class: everyday sometimes never {Check one)

24. Mhen I do well in school I







VOCAT JONAL PLANNING GUIDE:

FAIRFAX COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
DEPARTMENT OF STUDENT SERVICES AND SPECIAL EDUCATION

SUPPLEMENT TO THE IEP

COPIES. PARENY
$CmOOL
ARCA SPECIALIZED RECORDS Frr g

PROPOSED VOCATIONAL GOAL Sheltered Employment

Mount Vernon-lee

® ® GENERAL CAREER AREA ©
STUDENT NAME
, Parent Signature Date
1D NUMBER
SCHOOL
form Completed By Date
35 » KEY STEPS TO CAREER AREA ©® PERSONNEL TO BE INCLUDED * EXAMPLE KEY STEPS
Jth GRADE ¢ Bth GRADE 9th GRADE
GRADE X
Career Enploration General Education
7 Industrial Arts Business
Home Economics industrial Arts
6 General Maintenance Mechanics
Special Education
General Building Maintenance
9 Materials Mandling
Vocational Assessment
10 10th GRADE & 1lth GRADE 12th GRADE
General Education General Education
Business Business
" fndustrial Arts Trade and iIndustrial
Home Economics Marketing and Distributive
12 Trade and Industrial Education
Special Education Special Education
General Building Maintenance Special Education Vocational
- Materials Handlling Center
Special Education Vocational On-Job-Trainlng/Work
Center Experience
- Community-Based Education
On-Job-Training Classroum
- EXAMPLE POST HIGH SCHOOL RESOURCES
Department of Rehabilitative Services (DRS)
- Woodrow Wilson Rehabilitatlon Center
Conmunity Services Board
Case Management
Group Homes
® CURRENT YEAR VOCATIONAL GOAL ® NEXT YEAR'S

Falrfax Opportunities Unlimited (OP Shop)
Central Fairfax Services (CFS)

EXAMPLE JOB TRAINING OPTIONS

QD RECOMMENDED ANCILLARY SERVICES

Non-Paid

(9th or 10th Grade)

In-Schoul Assignment
[Cibrary, Cafeteria)

Connwinii t
Park *ulhurily

Private Businssy

Vucat ional Assessment

Work Adjustment Training

Pald

Comunity Businesses

On-Job-Training (0JT)

Distributive Education (DE)

tndustrial Cooperative
Training (I1CT)







COMPETENCY PROFILE

School Year:

& Stucent Names:.
Wb

‘Attendances

Days

,:Days Present

¥

NITS AND COMPETENCIES

Absent

FUNCTIONAL ACADEMIC CAREER EXPLORATION

to Grade

School

FUNCTIONAL MATH

Give and receive correct change ......
Tell time to 5 minute intervals

1.7, using hands on €lock ..cevvevencns
«.“using digital clock .eeesseceanees

Usgta calendar }
1.8 months Of YEAr c.veceeeecreesocess

- days Of Week s..ovennccncninacaane
leap year ..cceiieccccccccccannons

Measure basic volume, weight, linear

MELLIC cevesesnscccosscsccsccscens

2, " standard

4080 esscssscssscssssscssns

«iU3€ a thermometer ....ece.eveesecvasaes

@ess NUMbEr WOrdS c.cceccccscnvecs
BEE1ADELS .iveeeeccvrcccassoncanne
C.Froad SigNS ..eeesecevsnssscsce
d. =

mcnus, recipes, grocery store
» aisle directories ............
e.é’schedules,‘charts. MAPS +.eaes
£.77CatAlOGS criivsercesscsaccnans
» forms, applications, checks ..
“vocabulary used in Home Ec.
and Industrial arts Manual toolq
7ite1ephone listening to gain
“"information
ain information from newspaper ..
peaking: directions to homes ....
ateqorize by alphabeticai order .
R EALING it iieiriieeennnanns
'Organizing notebook ..........
*jobs "in order (most recent) ..
“diCLIONATY ...iceeeecscccncoans
+irDemonstrate how to find the [ollow-~
‘ing?in the phone directory:

ohy @MELGENCY soesssesosnsoncnaans
'b%é%number tessassessasssrseactane
‘areca code .
o ~alphabetical listing .........
Fi2ip Code tiiiieiiiiiaiiiieanas
% f o information in yellow pages ...
ollow - written directions to com-

Seeescsesssancracs

Performs task independently at stated mastery level

4.
3. Performs task with minimum supervision
2. Performs task with close supervision
1. 'Acquainted with competency.
Rating/Record Date
4 [3 ]2 1] 171, CAREER EXPLORATION '
" - A. Explore OCCUPALIONS tvuvevnnnnnnnnnnn.
B. Determine skills for each occupation .
- C. Relate individual interests and skills
to specific occupations ..............
l. Discriminate according to:
A, COLOT tenerevneencnnnnnnnaones
b. texture sesectrtactcerertsnnes
Co 8iZ€ L.iiiiiniieennnnnencncnans
) d. shape .....iiiiiveennncennneans
2. Sort according to:
Ae COLOL tuiernncanennnenncannens
b. texture tteccertstcsrtssannnasy
Co 8BIZ€ tiiirnririncevnnncnnonanns
d. Shape ..i.iiiiiieniirnnrnncnena.
3. Sequence according to:
3. COlOT tvvriinnevnenecnaneennnnns
-~ b. texture sesdencccssscaccncanss
C. SIZE tevrivunronvenneconannsen
d. shape Preseseassctecrseroncsane
4. Object assembly ....... creerenaan .
S. Disassembly .....vevevenrcecnonenn
IV. PRE-VOCATIONAL SOCIAL SKILLS
" A. Personal Appearance tteecesrseresenenn
l. Dress appropriately for school ...
2. Relate appropriate dress for
VArious OCCUPAtiONS ..e..iveeevseoe
3. Use good grooming habits .........
" 8. CleanlinesS s..ceeseineacenens
b. neatness I R
B. Attitudes and Behaviors ..............
1. Attends school/work on time cesans
2. Arrives to school/work on time ees
3. Completes assigned tasks .........
- 4., Follows instructions willingly ...
. ' S. Performs task consistently .......
6. Works with even temperment .......
« C.  Socialization .
" 1. Works well with others ...........
2. Treats others courteously ........
3. Accepts constructive criticism ...
4. Respects authority ..eeeececeesen.
5. Respects equipment and personal
PEOPErtY teccecennsscsorcsnccscssa







Chart 4

BASIC FACTS AND NthbSARY INFORMAI‘ION I'OR STUDENT SUCL['.bS

IN
VOCATIONAL EDUCATION

Vocational Teacher’s Name

) Vecational -Program

Date :

" Potential Student’s Name

5

Grading Quarter

I1st 2nd 3rd 4th

Mid

Final

I. Minimum Basic Requirements Necessary to Receive a Passmg

Grade for this Course:

II. Specific Activities Required:

Reading
Level . | Demon- |[Self % of total
Required Written Oral stration - |Constructed| Grade
Projects
Reports
| Home
Tests
_ Quizzes
(]

I Grading Procedures/Comments:
IV. Possible Adjustment.ls,‘and Modifications:
V. Assistance to be Provided By Resource Teacher:




Daily | Wecekly : Monthly | Quarterly jAnnually

11 Meet w/voc teacher

2. Work wi/student in
resource room

3. Assist w/materials and
curricula analysis

4. Assist w/materials and
~curricula modifications

5. 'Facilities/Equip Analysis

6. Facilities/Equip
- Modifications

7. Other .

Interviewed by

-
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