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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION
Skipping class, trwancy, and Lateness to class are becoming the
most pressing problem in our public high Achdoﬂé (Duke, 1978, p. 325).
Many different gactons nelfated to this probLem have been explored and
need to be continually examined in ondern that parents, teachers, guid-
ance covnselons, administratons, and juueﬁéﬂe authorities can stay

i

cwuient with this pressing issue.

STATEMENT OF PROBLEM
The problem of this study will be to examine if there 48 a
gunctional relationship between certain variables and Akippihg class,
tuwancy, and Lateness to class. .The‘étudy will be conducted on and
Limited to ninth grade students in‘"bpéciaﬂ needs" at Washington-Lee
High School in Arlington, Virginia. The school years in Zhe study will
be 1977-1978 and 1978-1979.

RESEARCH GOALS
The objectivea and questions of this study are as folLlows:
1. Has the 7:30 A M. stanting time of the high school
dnfluenced the attendance patterns of ninth grade students at
Washington-Lee?
2. Have peer associations and influence related to

attendance patterns at Washington-Llee High School?

BACKGROUND AND STIGNTFICANCE
School administratons have {dentified thein most pressing problems
in high schools consist of skipping class, trwancy and tardiness (Vuke,

1978, p. 325). Washington-Lee High School {n Arlington, Vinginia (s no
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exception to these pressing problLems. Being a member of the faculty at
Wabhington-Lée (working with special needs students), the nesearchern has
- noted grave concern at faculty meetings and through conferences with
teachers, administratons and guldance counselons concerming skipping
class, thuancy, and Lateness to class. The majornity of the offendens
(by ratio to ovenakz'bchooz population) have been ninth ghade "special
needs" students. |

Students who are not in school are usually somewhene else in the
communily, The absentee problem at Washington-Lee has aroused some
negative feedback §rom the community to our school principal and his
assistant prinedpals.,

The thansition of the ninth grade students from the junior high
schools to the senior high schools has been a difficult alteration 6on.
btudénté, teachens, guidance counselors, and particularty the admindistra-
tons, Many diciplinary problems have arnisen §rom placing the ninth
gradens into the high schools, Enigmas have arisen grom combining
iﬁp&eAAionabﬂe and Less matune ninth gradens with olden students
(10-12) who are permitted fo 5unctibn more £ dependently without
stringent guidelines. Ninth grade students are now able fto blend 4in
with junions and senions during free periods and also in designated
smoking areas. They are being exposed to negative influences of older

high school students as well as some positive ones.

LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY
The §indings and cenclusions (n this study will be &Limited to
ninth grade students in "special needs” programs. The study well be

Limited to Washington Lee High Sthool in Arlington, Vinginda.
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" The study will not be concerned with excused absences and prolonged
sickness. Sickness will be Limited to that which is Legitimate and'
§ub4tantiated by a doctor on a parent. |

The study will be Limited to a two year period. The school years
%o be included in the study will be 1977-197§ and 197§-1979.

The study will confine {tself to only the research questions
mentioned. T1& will not deal with any othen 5acton$ on influences such
as siucents anancendted in neform schools on detention centenrs.

"Special needs" students will be Limited to the work experience
and career exploration progham. 1t will not include physically
handicapped, gifted/talented, and emotionally mentally retarted students
unless they were in the W.E.C.E.P. Program. The study will congiét o4
onty those students who completed the program. Those who dropped out
on withdrew from the program will not be incfuded in the study.

ASSUMPTTONS
Reconds of attendance for the school years 1977-1978 and 1978-1979
were accurately kept and accessable to the nesearcher. The neconds wilk
be accurately transeribed and tabulated by the-researcher.
Teachens and adménistratons at Washington-Lee High School will
support this study.

PROCEEDURES
The total population of the ninth grade W.E.C.E.P. Program at
Stratford Junion High School and Washington-Lee High School will be
used to conduct this study. The study will consist of the total
populaticn (n 1977-197§ and 7973f7979'

Data will be collected frem school reconds and o€d grade books.
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Absenteeism will be tabulated §or the}échool yean 1977-1978 when
the starting time umAFS:OO A M. and the ninth gradens had no peer |
association with olden students within the school. Abaenteekbm will be
tabulated for the school year 1978-1979 when the starting time was
7:30 AM. and the ninth ghadens were intenmingled with olden students.
Pearsons v will be used to answer questions about data in the fornm of

absenteeism and Lateness to class dwiing two different school years.

DEFINITION OF TERMS
Absenteeism will refen %o shkipping class, truancy, and Lateness
2o class inclusive. Absent meaning not present (at a place)
(Thonndike, Bawnhart, 1951, p. 34).

Special Needs as defined by the State Department of Education

means students who are; mentally netarded, physicatlly handicapped,
emotionally disturbed orn cluturally orn socially diAadvantaged..

- W.E.C.E.P, stands for Work Expernience and Cooperative Education
Program. 1t 48 primarnily composed of culturally and so0cially
disadvantaged students.

SUMMARY AND QVERVIEW

In summany, Chapten 1 has stated a problem with students cutting
on skipping class, truancy, and Lateness to class. This probfem is
the most pressing one in our high schools Ztoday. . At Washingfon-Lee
ceﬂtdin varniables may have a relationship to this p&obzem. The fwo
that will be neseanched arne: Starting Time of Hign Schooﬂg and Peen
Influcnce. The study w€ cover twe years and consist of the speccat
needs students <n the W.E.C.E.P. Program at washington;Lcc High Schoct.

The next chaptea in this study will consist of other studies and
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information in the area of absenteedism.



CHAPTER 11  Page ¢
A REVIEW OF LITERATURE

Studies negarding absenteedism and tardiness in high schools have been
done. Unforntunately they are not conclusive. This problem has been
idéntiﬁied,‘but few conclusions hdue been nreached as to correlations on
gactons influencing absenteeism and tardiness in our schools ioday. One
study neviewed Ahowed’that there is an increase in absenteeism cnd tardi-
ness as students become oflden. The problem is theréfone greaten in the
high schools than it is in the elementary and intermediate schools. The
neseanchen feels that the statement of the problem in this study already
acknowledges this as fact., This review of the Literature will concentrate
only on those studies which have been done in the areas of absenteeism
and tardiness that the nesearnchern deems refevant, to this particular
nesearch study. Consequently, This chapter will be concise and to the
point. _

Schools across the nation are suffering from an acute shortage of
students and the proliferation of empty desks will continue into the
1980's, State and federal aid to schools {8 based primarnily on enroll-
ments, thus the unden populated schools are becoming too expensive %o
run (Seligmann, 1978, p.94).

CLosing Stratford Junibn High School in AnlingZon and combining the
ninth gnade with the senion high school has been a direct nesult of this
Ahontage 0§ Atudents. The ninth grade 48 now part of Washington-Lee |
High School in Anlington. |

Senion high schools have a wider range 0§ non academic activities
within the schecel day. Free perieds and frequencies of assemblies and
other activities shew a cornrelation to cutting classes {n our high

schoots. The €ess nigid the scheol stuuctute the more §requent the
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absenteeism, tardiness and cutting class in our high schools (BilLington
1978, p. 222). | '

School administratons in wiban and suburban schools acrnoss the
nation Ldentify the most pfcu/s/;ng'di/scupune problems to be skipping
class, truancy and tardiness to class. Using field studies and experience
as a high school administrator Daniel L. Duke dgudoped a List of preva-
Lent discipline pnobﬂm: truancy (absence §rom schoof without permission),
- skipping class labsence from class without pe/tmubionl), Late to class,
classrnoom disruptions, disrnespect, smoking, theft, profanity, drugs,
fighting, vandalism, and Zrespassing., Adminat/mxo)w were asked to nrank
each problem by onder of "most pressing” to "Least pressing" (Duke 1978,
p. 326). The actual table used in this article best {llustrates ithe
results of Dukes’ Aﬁﬁvey at a glance, therefone the neseanchen has

chosen to trnanspose it dirnectly into this nesearch study.



TABLE 1: HOW HIGH SCHOOL ADMINISTRATORS RANK THEIR SCHOOLS' DISCIPLINE PROBLEMS

Most Pressing Problem
Second Most Pressing

Thind Host Pressing

Least Pressing ProblLem
Second Least Pressdng
Thind Least Pressing

Most Pressing Problem

Second Most Pressing
Third Most Pressding

Least Pressing Problem
Second Least Pressing

Thind Least Pressing

*Designates a tie score

New Yonk

Urban
Skipping CLass
Thuancy

Lateness Lo
Class

Proganity
Fighting*
Disnuption*

New York
Schoots W/

Caligornia
Unban

New Yonk
Nonurban

Skipping CLass
Truancy

Lateness %o
Class

Fighting
Drug Use
Profanity

Califormnia
Nonunban

Skipping CLass Skipping CLass

Lateness to "  Tauancy
Truancy Lateness to CLass
Drug Use Disnespect*
Fighting Drug Use*
Disnuption Fighting
California New Yonrk Californdia
Schoots W/ Schoots W/ Schools W/Mone

Fewenr Problems Fewer Problems  Mone on Same  orn Same Probfems
Problems
Skipping CLass  Skipping Class  Skipping CLass Skipping CLass
Trhuancy Trhuancy* Lateness to  Truancy*
Class .
Lateness to Lateness Xo Trhuancy Lateness 2o
CLass Class Class
Disnespect Fighting Fighting Drug Use _
Drug Use Smoking* Disrnuption* Smoking* 3
Drug Use* Disnespect® 3
Disruption Disnespect* Disnespect* Pro fanity* on
Failure to

(DUKE 1978, p. 327)

Complete Wonk*
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The foflowing is a daily bulletin §rom Yornktown High School .in
Mlington, Virginia. Acconding £6 this bulletin the periods cut most
grequently are periods one and two. Yonktown High School, Kike Wash-
ington-Lee High School begins at 7:30 A.M.
Tabfe 2: DAILY BULLETIN FROM YORKTOWN

DATLY BULLETIN #57 . Monday, November 26, 1979
FACULTY: '
1. Teachers: Forn your information, the following data has been sent to

the Education Centen (as they nequested).

1978 197§
11/14 11/16 ' 11/14 _ 11716
58 163 No. absent all day 45 ) 44
262 296 No. absent parnt of the 218 192
_ ' day
371 461 No. of periods missed 301 353
on partial day absence
English Class cut most grequently English
H & PE Social Studies
Math . Math
Pd. 2 Pd. 1  Perdod cut most frequently Pd, 2 Pd. 1
Pd, 1 Pd. 2 ' ‘ Pd. 1 Pd. 2
Pd. 5 pd. 6 . Pd. 3 Pd, 5
B, Glenn

04 over forty million $tudent4 retuwwning to school, millions will
be hanging out on the streets. These youngstens will Ahip school
néguzanity and eventually drop out aﬂtogethen.. The truancy problem is
growing to epidemic propontions and educatons ane.at a Loss as Lo what to
do about it (Shewman, 1979, p. 44).

Sheaman furthen states that students skip school for a varicety of
reasons,  Many truants sdmply consdidern school boring and .Curelevant.

Others are humil (ated. by constant academic faclures and feel that the
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schools ane Lnbcgéitive to thein needs. Some teachers are unagfected by
this trend; they quietly hope that these students wifl stay away and maybe
disappear altogethen. Many parents don't care if thein children skip
school and even when they do they can't control them because "Kids have
Lost thein fearn of authornity and nothing fazes them."

A junion high school in Arizona develfoped a model treatment program
Lo wonk with thuants. .when a student A4 Ldentiﬁied'aé a thuant, skill
 degdciencies that cause the probless ne diagnosed. This helps %o
ddentify deficits and avoid trouble situations, The student Learns to:
Label the situation, decide Lf it means troublfe, and act to avoid Ait.
Teachers give feedback and reinforce improvement efforts on behalf of the
student (Unger, 1978, p. 317). Attendange was monitered closely and
parents and juvenile personnel were kept abreast of absenses. Office
nefernals were noted and explored with the student bi-weekly with project
staff. The student also worked with a career guidance specialist to
help with future job alternatives. Truant students demon#tnatgd a 41%
neduction in class skipping, after a nine week invozvément with skiLLS
tadining (unger 1978, p. 318).

Recognizing absenteedsm 4s paramount to {ts cure. Employerns as
well as school officials have studied this problem and have deyeloped
s0me wuyZ 2o encourage attendance on the job. The neseancher ginds some
0f the following statements to be nelevant and useful in a school setting
as well as at work: Be committed to attendance; Give necognition and
encourage attendance; Pay personal attention to youn employees; and
Stress the impontance of cach task and use praise when a fob (3 well

done (Hayes, 1979, p. 20)
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At Central High School in Georgia another method of eliminating
attendance pnobzema was initiated. The primany responsibility fon
attendance was placed upon the students. Fdive unexcused absences in a
quartern (60 days) constituted a Loss of credit in that subject. An
appeals procedure was established whereby the student along with their
parents could appeaﬁ gt to the prinedpal, and then to the superinten-
dent and the Board of Education. The end result of 2hié system was an
increase in attendance by six percent in one yearn (Childs, 1979, p. 119)

This is not a totally inclusive review of all Literature written
on the subject of school absenteeism. 1t does, however, establish a base
grom which the nesearcher can attempt to develop this study. Some of
these methods of bringing about a cure to this pressing problem will be
ne-examined Laten in this research paper. Having concluded the review
0f the Literature, the researcher elects to show the research methods
used in this particular study on absenteeism and Lateness fo class.
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CHAPTER 111
METHODS AND PROCEDURES

The methods and procedures used in this study were basically quite
simple. Using a daily Log in the form of a grade book, the nesearcher
tabulated the total absences and tardies of two yeans of W.E.C.E,P.
classes. This Log was kept by the wesearchen an& should be considered
primary data. ‘

In the junion high school the entire work experience and cooperative
education progham was Logged daily for absences and taténeAA to class.
Fourteen students were involved in this study which was the entire
population of the W.E.C.E.P, Progran fon the 1977-1978 school year.

- The grade book was difficult to secure as the junion high school
élobed at the end of the 1977-1978 school year. The nesearchers probe
gor this Log took him to the county warehouse. Once pérmission was
ghanted to search the warehouse for this data, several boxes were
uﬁcovened over a period of several days to reveal that the information
was not there, The grade book was §inally Located at the Education
Center on the finst fLoon in the back of a §ile cabinet. Recognizing
A to be the corrnect grade book, the nresearcher can verify it to be
accurate, |

The grade book used <in the senion high school was easiern to ascertain.
Thé entine population of the wonk experience and cooperative education
 program was Logged daily fon the schoof year 1978-1979 and these recornds
were retained by Zhe neéeanchen_pehéonakly. Sixteen students were Linvolv-
ed in this study, conscquently a s€ight {ncrease in attendance and late-

ness to class may be expected.
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Two forms of analysdis will be used on the data collected for this
study. A strhaight Line percentage will be engaged to compare each school
year. The percentage of absences and Lateness to school based on the
number of Achool days in the yearn will be calewlated and compared by the
nesearcher,

Both school years absences and Lateness to class were tabulated by
the nesearcher on a daily basis. The nesults of this Log will be covered
©dn the gindings of the study.

Pearson ¥ will be used to calewlate the absences of each school year.
Pearson¥ will also be used to caleulate the Lateness to class of each
school year. The neseancher will be seeking a Low corrnelation of this
data to show a significant difference in the 1977-197§ school yearn in the
funion high school and the 1978-]97é school year in the senion high
school, Two students will be eliminated grom the 197§-1979 statistics
by the process of random sampling. The researcher will put all
Aixteen names in a hat and Qetect fourteen at random. This will make
the number 0§ students in the 1978-1979 schoot year equal to the number
of students in the 1977-197§ school yean. The equal numbers in each
school yearn will allow the nesearcher to use Pea-fmon v successjully in
caleulating both the absences. and the Lateness to schoof,  The researcher
Wwill be seeking a Low comnelation using this statistical method. The
number of absences will be theated as naw scones, The grequencies of
Lateness will be also treated as naw scornes. The students will be
considened one {n the same fon both years by the nesearcher, as they do

not change .Gi basic type of student, age, cn attitude.
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The students being consdidered as the same, the two yearns o4
absenteeism and Lateness to class will be tabulated. 1If a Aign&éicant
diggerence occurns fon the two yeans, the researcher wifl examine the
some factons which may have influenced this difference. These §indings

’

will become obuious in the next chapter called research §indings.
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CHAPTER 1V
RESEARCH FINDINGS

The primany objective of this study was to determine {f there was
a sdignificant difference in absenteeism and Lateness o class between two
difgerent school yearns. The same program (W.E,C.E.P.) was taught by the
same instructon 5an‘Ihg school yeans 1977-1978 and the school yean
1978-1979. ‘

The only majorn differences in the two programs wene that ihe start-
ing time changed to 7:30 A.M. and the students were placed in with an =
older peer group. This older group of students was allowed certain
privileges such as gree periods duﬁing the day and a designated smoking
area. Other than these gactons the programs wene identical in scope,
clientele and instructon.

The §ollowing table is a comparison of two separate school years
by percentage of absences and Lateness Zo class. The percentages were
avdved at by dividing the number of absences and Lates fon each year
by the product of the number of school days times the number of students.

Table 3: PERCENTAGES OF ABSENCES AND LATES FOR TW( SEPARATE
SCHOOL YEARS

STUDENTS " $ OF ABSENCES $ OF LATES
WECEP CLASS 232 . g g8 110 . 392
1977-1978 200 x 14 = °°°° 700 x 14 = 7*7°
Sthatford Jn. High students students

WECEP CLASS 653 ) . 876 . o
1978-1979 700 x 16 = 20-4% 700 x 16 - 27+3%
Washington-Lee H.S. students students

Using Peansen ¥ a coxrelation between the absentee(sm and Catencss,

0f the students of ecach year will be shown. The neseanchen 45 Looking
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gorn a Low cornnelation showing an extreme difference in the two sets

0§ data nathe&'than a close relationship between them,

Table 4: LATENESS TO CLASS
| Stratford Jn. High Washington-Lee
Student 1977-1978 1978-1979
X x? v y2 Xy
1 4 16 75 5625 300
2 15 225 67 4489 1005
3 §1 101 10207 909
4 49 67 4489 469
5 18 324 23 529 414
6 7 49 67 4096 448
7 -0- -0- 51 2601 -0-
8 2 4 - 29 §41 58
9 6 36 85 7225 510
10 21 4 72 5184 144
11 -0- -0- 59 3481 -0-
12 13 169 68 4624 884
13 4 16 | 38 1444 152
14 13 169 42 1764 546
N=14 £x= 100 £x* 1,142  £y=641 £y?=56,593 £xy= 5839
r - NEXY) - 0£x)1089)] - -1598
e -0 [vEv' -1 12563
14(5839) - {(100) (841)] = -.07

N [ise1, 102 -(100)]] [14456,593 - 154112]
§2502-84100
W [i5,933 -10,000] [792,302 -707281]

-1598

N [oss] Fsol

[]

L}

The cocfficient hene Ls veny weak.
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Table 5: ABSENCE FROM CLASS _
Stratfornd In. High Washington-Lee

Student 1977-1978 1978-1979

X X2 y ye2 Xy
1 12 144 64 4096 768
2 50 2500 50 2500 2500
3 60 36 41 ©1296 246
4 20 400 52 2704 1040
5 21 441 76 5776 1596
6 11 121 21 441 231
7 11 121 64 4096 704
8 4 16 12 144 48
9 16 256 37 1369 592
10 10 100 60 3600. 600
11 29 §41 13 169 377 -
12 -0- ~0- 53 2809 -0-
13 27 484 64 4096 1408
14 20 400 28 784 560
N= 14 Sy = 237 £x2= 5860 Sy= 635 £y*=33,880&xy= 10,670
re NExy) - [igx0en]

Avet - £ [gy7 -1eanyY

14(10,670) - [1232)(635)]

A 45860 - 1232)7]  [ise33880 -1635)%]

149,380 - 147,320

A [52,040-53,504]  [374,320-403,225]

2060

A fs216] [1095]

2060

44790 ‘

.05

The coefficiont here 4 weak.
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When computed with accuracy the corrnelation coefficient should fall
between -1 and +1 for v . 1§ a nétationbhip 45 close,r should fall
towands +1. 1§ a relationship is» weak, then ¥ should fall towards -1.

In the computation of Lateness to class the coefficient ¥ is very
weak., 1In computing data that {8 this obvious it may not have been necessary
to use Pearsons b . ,

In the cohputation 04§ absence to class, the coe{ﬁicient r (s weak.
1t shows that there is Little statistical relationship between the two
variables.

The nesearchern used a straight Line percentage and showed a
sdgnificant difference between two separate geaﬁé concenning'abégnteeiém
and Lateness to class. Pearson F was used to also show Little statistical
relationship between these two yeans concerning absenteeism and Lateness

to class. This having been done, the nesearcher will move on to the

summany, conclusions and rnecommendations of this study.
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CHAPTER V
SUMMARY, CONCLUSTONS/RECOMMENDATIONS
SUMMARY

The primary concerns of this study are absenteeism and Lateness to
class. The study is Limited to ninth grade special needs students at
Washington-Lee High School and Stratfond Junior High School in Arlington
The questions of the study deal with starting time ;nd peer ingluence
" durding two different school yeans.

- Literature neviewed showed that absenteeism and Lateness o class
are of great concern throughout the schools in the entire country. A
numbe& 0§ allernatives have been explored as a result of this. concern.
Most of these alternatives have achieved varying degrees of success by
reducing absenteeism and Lateness to class. The problem has not been
Agnoned but it has also not been so0fved.

In this study the nesearchen collected primeny data grom fwo
di“ejnent school years. Thé neseanchens' grade books revealed data
éoncenning absenteeism and Lateness to class with the only significant
diffenence in the two yeans being thé stanting time and Zhe environment.

The findings in this study showed that there was a significant
difference in the attendance patterns for the two different school yearns.
The school year 1977-1978 at Stratford Junion High School showed §.2%

04 abAeﬁceA and 3.9% Late to class. The number of absences was divided
by tﬁe product of the number of schoof days times the number of students.
The same method was also used to compute the percentage of Lateness to
class. The identical procedure was employed for the scheol yean 197§-
1979 at Washingten-Lee High School. The percent of absences fon this

yean was 20.80% and the percent of Cateness to class was 27.3%,
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Pearson's P was used to determine if there was a ‘relationship
between two sets of paired numbers. -The paired numbens were the number
04 absences and Lateness to class forn two different school years. The
Students wene considered the same for both years as they do not diffen.
The nesearcher was Looking forn weak coefficients 4howing‘ho stnength
04 nelationship between the two school yeans. This weak statistical
nelationship indicated a strong difference in the ab;enteeiém and Lateness
o class durning the two school yearns. This strong difference having
been established, the nesearcher will now draw some conclusions fgrom

the gindings in this study.

CONCLUSTONS |

The conclusisons of this study are drnawn §rom the gindings. The
basic conclusion is that absenteeism and Lateness to class increased
considerably in ninth grade students since thein thansfer to the senion
high schoof. Othen conclusions can be drawn from this basic one.

The neseancher concludes also that some differences in the two
different school yearns have influenced this increase in absenteeism and
Lateness to class. The §inst and most obvious of these differences <4
Zhe stanting time. The earlier stanting time in the senion high schools
has increased the amount of absenteeism and Lateness to class. The next
and Less obvious of these differences {s the peer ingluence 4in the
sendon high school. No statistics have been introduced in this study to
suppont this conclusion, s0 this will merely be considerned the opinion
0§ the nesearcher. When students ane not (n class, they must be scme-
where clse. At Washington-Lee High School a Large pertion of these

students axe {n other areas, previded for within and by the school (tsclf.
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These areas include the smoking area outside the cafeteria and inside the
cafeteria area known as the commons. These areas ane designated to be
used by older high school students with parential consent. These areas
are being visited by ninth grade students during class time. The students
in these areas are not in thein designated classes, making them Late to
class on absent altogether. The nesectcher has not gathered statistics

to suppornt this conclusion other than casual observation. The opinions

0f the neseancher will be furthern expressed in the section entitled

"Recommendations.”

- RECOMMENDATIONS

1t 48 %he pnimang necommendation of the nesearnchen that-ﬁumthen

~ studies be conducted reganding absenteeism and Lateness fo class in

Arlington County. These studies should be continued until this problLem
can be nelated to several causal factons,

The suggestions forn utilization of the findings of this particular
study are to ne-examine the 7:30 AM, starnting time of our high schools.
Although this nelieves some county-wide transporation problLems, it may
have some detrimental effects on the educational process in owr schools.
By beginning the school day at a time more condusive to Thein parents
work day it may allow §or more home control in getting students to
school on time.

Tighten controls on younger students should be investigated as a
form of preventative maintenance. Students showld not be permitted to
fall into patterns which will eventually nesult in thein inability to
succeed. Ninth grade studeits whe belong 4n class should be (n class.

Fiust offenses should never be {gnoned because rules witheut teeth wdll
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always be Lgnonred. .

Individual schools should be held nebbonbibte for educating and
netaining thein students rathen than just passing them along to Adult
Education or altemative programs outside thein particular school,
Schools are too eagen to drop students because they cdn't "eutT" the
negulan program. Ahy proghams that are inditiated to deal with the
problems of absenteeism should be conducted within éach school, not
outside the school. Absenteeism and Lateness Lo class at Washington-Llee
45 not an AMlington County problem, it is a Washington-lee problem and
should be resolved within the school itself.
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