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Academics Divider

You should know our name. Not only that, you
should know what we study.
(Study, study, study. Many complained about it,
but after the whining was done, they found a way
to get motivated and finally hit the books.
Although we were a fairly young school, we left
our mark on the academic world. Our Engineering
department was ranked with the national leadlers. Oceanography was also ranked as one of
the best.
These programs improved our reputation and
impacted the nation.
-Jill Meitzer
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The Child Study Center, located
between the Education Building and
8AL, served as a cooperative link
among the University, the commu
nity and early childhood, special edu
cation and speech pathology/audiolagy programs of the University.

In conjunction with its mission of
urban outreach, the center provides
inservice education, consultation, and
clinical services to the local commu
nity, agencies, institutions and school
systems.
In addition to serving as a visible

community resource for referral and
information, the center also conducts
on site demonstrations for training
and informal exchange, provides par
ent training, tutorial and assessment
services, and develops intervention
and service models.
David Bolton
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In order to be commissioned into
the military, or participate in highly
competitive sports and academic ac
tivities, one must build the confi
dence and leadership skills neces
sary. The ROTC program does just
this.
Lt. Col. O’Donnell led the cadets in
the Army ROTC program in the
“Ranger Challenge.” Old Dominion
University was one of seventeen uni
versities competing in events such as
physical fitness tests, land navigation
and hand grenade throws, among oth
ers. The cadets were only points away
from finishing in the top ten.
Once a month, there were field train
ing exercises which not only tested
the cadete’s physical fitness, but also
their ability to lead and make effective

The Army ROTC spends many weekends
out on retreat where they learn neces
sary information such as field tactics
and communication.
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decisions with confidence and matu dents.
rity.
Throughout the year the midship
The Army ROTC offered two, three, men were involved in various other
and four year scholarships which paid activities while maintaining an aver
for tuition, books and lab fees. There age GPA of 3.2.
were 63 cadets enrolled in the pro
The NROTC program offered four
gram this year who maintained an year scholarships. This covered tu
high ‘B’ average. Graduating seniors ition, books, and other expenses. After
were commissioned into the Army as graduation, midshipmen were com
a 2nd Lieutenant.
missioned in the Navy as Ensigns.
Under the supervision of Capt.
Both programs are honored its
Whalen, 110 midshipmen were en graduating seniors in the fall and
rolled in the Navy ROTC program.
spring.
They sponsored the American
Whether a cadet in the a Army
Veteran’s Run on campus and do ROTC program, or a midshipman in
nated the money to the Disabled the Navy ROTC, both offered a wide
Veteran’s Association. In an Adopt- range of programs and activities for
A-School program with Ruffner Middle its students and a guaranteed high
School, the midshipmen tutored and paying job after graduation.
read to the elementary school stu — Sarita Scott

The Army and Navy ROTC programs both
concentrate heavily on the academic
side of becoming an officer, but it seems
that the Army program spends more time
in the field. But it only seems that way.
NROTC students were required to spend
time out to sea during the summer.

Naval Si Army ROTC 1 3 1

The ride of the future! Cars were built for
a mechanical engineering class by stu
dents and then raced against cars that
students built at other schools.
This structure greets students and visi
tors to Kaufman-Duckworth Hall. It was
donated by Tau Beta Pi, the national
engineering honor society.

Do you see what I see? Most passers-by
saw this as a strange assignment. Engi
neering students saw this as something
that would help them in their future.
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It's a w ay to
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What is an engineer? Webster’s
dictionary defines an engineer as a
skillful manager.
Among the disciplines offered at
Old Dominion University in the Col
lege of Engineering and Technology
were Civil and Environmental Engi
neering, Electrical and Computer
Engineering, Mechanical Engineering,
Aerospace Engineering, Engineering
Technology and Engineering Manage
ment.
Businesses and the government
often called upon members of the
College to do research. Osama Kandil,
chairman of the Aerospace Engineer
ing Department, was involved in a
project with NASA and the Air Force.
He, along with two graduate stu
dents, Steve Massey and Margaret
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Menzies, used supercomputers to find
the structural stresses and strains on
two recently-developed airplanes that
will most likely be used in the next
century. These supercomputers were
directly linked to supercomputers at
NASA Langley Research Center in
Hampton and NASA Ames in Califor
nia.
Gene W. Hou, associate professor
of Mechanical Engineering led a team
of researchers to make and test a
“friendly mobile barrier” which will be
used along grade crossings to protect
vehicles on the road as well as those
on the rail.
Hou and his team worked with Con
solidated Launcher Technology Inc.,
a Chesapeake defense contractor. The
research team made a computer model
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of the rail barrier and tested it using a
real-time simulation model.
“We want the barrier to be strong
enough to absorb the impact and soft
enough to prevent any damage to the
car and passengers,” said Hou.
Engineering students also had the
opportunity to join a variety of profes
sional organizations, such as Ameri
can Society of Civil Engineers, Ameri
can Society of Mechanical Engineers,
Society of Women Engineers, Fellow
ship of Minority Engineering Students
and numerous others.
The engineering students, individu
ally and as a whole, contributed to the
overall welfare and development of
society. Where would we be without
them?
— J ill M eltzer
The answer, when in doubt, is 42. When
the going got tough, students banded
together at the library or other places to
help each other study.
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broaden your horizons.
How many times have you been
stuck in your all-too-small apartment
wishing you were a million miles away?
Imagine it: you could be relaxing on a
secluded sunset beach, passing time
watching the waves and sipping ex
otic drinks. Or maybe embarking on
a dive trip to the outer regions of a
tropical island reef. Perhaps trekking
through hidden passages of a prime
val rainforest or virgin desert is more
your speed. Instead being a part of
these adventures, you’re stranded in
a cramped apartment with five room
mates who think the crack of dawn is
the perfect time to polish their Swed
ish yodelling and tap dance routine.
Some lucky students are able to
escape their mundane worlds for at
least a short time. Fortunately, I was
among the escapees last year. I ar
ranged a full-year program in Austra
lia through the study abroad office. In
Australia, I attended the University of
Central Queensland in Rockhampton.
The climate in Rockhampton was
ideal. It was always sunny and the
temperature never dropped below 70
degrees. Rockhampton lies on the
Tropic of Capricorn and is only fifteen
Ayer’s Rock, or as the Ab
origines call it, Uluru, is
the largest natural mono
lith In the world. It changed
c o lo r thoughout the day;
from y e llo w to brown to
red to purple. The Aborigi
nes believe that that their
ancestors’ spirits s till In
habit the land.
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minutes from powder-white beaches
and dozens of seductive tropical is
lands. Needless to say, Norfolk paled
greatly in comparison.
Life in Australia is generally much
more relaxed and laid back than in
theU.S. People are usually friendlier
and more out-going, even to the occa
sional “bloody yank”. Australians
always seem to have the time to “sink
a pot-o-piss with a mate” (have a beer
with a friend) or to “pass the arvo with
a bit of a barbie with the billy lids and
some china plates” (spend the after
noon with your kids and friends hav
ing a barbeque).
As you may have noticed, Austra
lians speak a truly unique version of
English. They use rhyming slang and
abbreviations alm ost at random.
Other words have taken on different
meanings altogether. The first time I
visited the University’s Pub, the Aussie
students promised I’d be “pissed off
me nut” (drunk) in no time at all. It
would seem that the Australians have
come up with many words for their
favorite national past-time: drinking.
Some of them include “hammered,
rooted, pissed, blotto, off your face,

out of your tree, and truly knackered. ”
With such a passion for beer and
liquor, it’s no wonder the Aussies
drive on the wrong side of the road.
Even though many Australians see
the inside o f a pub and the bottom of
a glass or two frequently, they still
manage to find time for other things.
Because Australia has been blessed
with the world’s most diverse land
scape, Australians tend to spend a lot
of time outdoors enjoying the coim tiy’s
natural wonders like the beaches and
islands o f the Great Barrier Reef, the
rainforests of Far North Queensland,
or the rugged deserts and striking
canyons and gorges of the Central
Outback.
There’s no way I can describe thè
impact Australia has made on me.
Instead, I invite everyone to take the
challenge and visit the Wonder Down
Under. However, I have one warning:
Australia is sometimes called the land
of the Never-Never. Australia earned
that name because once you experi
ence this incredible place and fall in
love with it the way I did, you’ll NeverNever want to come back home.
—James Hunt

James Hunt

This is b e a u tifu l W hitsunday Passage on the G reat Barrier Reef.
Although these are the m ost beautiful tropical islands in the world,
nobody lives there. It is an ecological park and resort area.
The dingo, the wild dog o f Australia, has been domesticated by the
Aborigines domesticated the dingoes to clean up around the camps to
cle a n -u p .
This is probably a familiar sight if y o u ’ve ever seen anything about
A u stra lia . This is the S yd n e y Opera House, the m o st recog nize d
attraction in the country. This culture center hosts plays, operas, and
a variety of other attractions. The design o f the building parallels the
sails o f ships going into the Sydney Harbor.
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Guitar in hand, Vicky K eating perform s
on Webb Lawn. Outdoor concerts during
activity hour drew a large crowd o f stu
dents who enjoyed the weather and the
m u sic .
The Nudes also performed on Webb Lawn.
S tu de nt A c tiv itie s offered a va rie ty o f
afternoon guests for entertainm

««*

Can you find Mr. Right in this p icture?
There was a poached eg g guy, a banker,
or a military man who only owns a pipe.
What a tough call!
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To be or not to be part of all the
action and excitement of theatre arts
at ODU, that is the question. On
stage and behind the scenes, a lot of
j hard work was put into several great
performances.
The theatre arts department had
| the honor of performing two world
premiere scripts this year. Cock Lane,
a musical “ghost story” set in 18th
century England, and Burning Aza
leas, a controversial drama of social
issues, opened the season. In the
spring, Marriage, a satirical comedy
delighted the audience.
The guest director this year was
Will Bond who directed a popular
play by Shakespeare, Romeo and
Juliet.
When not performing on stage or
memorizing their lines at rehearsals,
theatre students enrolled in many
courses that helped them learn what
they do best. The Creative Self, Acting
I, II, and III, History of Theatre and
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Movement for the Actor were just of
few of the courses offered.
Scene Design and Lighting Design
were two very important courses of
fered that taught all about the be
hind-the-scenes knowledge of the
atre. Theatre students designed the
sets for all of their productions and
the Scene Design class taught them
design techniques and artistic styles
of production.
The University Players performed
in both the University Theatre and
the Stables Theatre. These two per
formance spaces had up-to-date
sound and lighting equipment.
The group also went on the road to
meet extensive competition. They
competed in the American College
Theatre Festival, a program presented
and produced by the John F. Kennedy
Center for the Performing Arts.
The aims of this national educa
tional theatre program were to iden
tify and promote quality in college-

level theatre production.
Seven University Players competed
with twelve other states, and the
Virgin Islands, a total of 250 other
college students, in the categories of
acting, design, or performance criti
cism, with the possibility of being
awarded scholarships or being se
lected to compete at the national
level. There were four rounds and it
was an honor to advance to the next
round.
The theatre program awarded three
students scholarships through the
Liberace Foundation, which awarded
grants to 33 schools and universi
ties.
Being behind the scenes and on
stage takes a lot of dedication and
hard work, but is very rewarding. If
you’ve ever wanted to be part of the
spotlight, or you enjoy the art of
technical design, the theatre pro
gram has many courses to offer.
—Sarita Scott
Behind the scenes, practice amkes per
fect. Keith Butler imagines what it would
be like to be in the predicament o f his
fellow actor. Can’t you just see the bewil
derm ent in his face while he ponders
about who he wants to marry?
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Do you remember the “lovely” works
of art you worked so hard on in kin
dergarten. You brought them home
to mom so she could flood the refrig
erator with your other “unique” art
work.
For all those who can relate (I’m
sure there’s many) you were probably
very proud to see your work displayed
for everyone to view.
Well, the Studio Art Department is
very similar. In studio arts you can let
your imagination run wild. All you
need is a little creativity, like the kind
you had in kindergarten, and a paint
brush, along with other materials, of
course.
This year the studio arts depart
ment was booming in the studios with
tons of artwork. Though they were
also very involved in various commu
nity activities.
Techno-art was a major develop
ment in the art department. Art stu
dents collaborated with mechanical
engineering and engineering technol
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ogy students to create a center where
engineering students could work on
research projects for local industries.
Together they also developed ways
of creating models, for buildings and
sculptures, more quickly using rapid
prototyping.
The Studio Art department also
worked with the annual Engineering
Open House. The engineering and
art department invited companies,
local middle and high school stu
dents and prospective students to
come view their recent accomplish
ments and inventions.
During each semester there were
numerous student exhibitions at the
local museums. These students had
the opportunity to display their most
cherished art work. Through the
exibitions students learn the profes
sional side of art, said Carol Hines,
department chair.
The department’s faculty was also
very busy.
Victor Pickett, an art professor,

finished a sculpture for Norfolk Catho
lic High School’s campus. Robert
Wojtowicz’s recent book had been
accepted for publication.
Ken Dailey, another art professor,
completed a very large glass and neon
sculpture for the Virginia Beach Cen
tral Library.
The department sadly said goodbye
to 28-year-veteran, Rita Marlier, who
taught clay sculpture.
The art department was the only
department on campus that had their
own library. The Art History Library
is located in the Fine and Performing
Arts building.There was a lot going on in the
Studio Arts department this year. So
if you still have that kindergarten
creativity, join in on the fun!!!!!!!
— Sarita Scott

Painting is not the only thing that goes on in the studio
arts department. Photography, sculpting, and graphic
arts also fall under the umbrella of studio arts.
This student prepares her wood cut project for one of
her art classes. The art department offered a wide
variety of courses that were sure to cover all interests.
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For approximately 1,900 students
Sunday, December 18, 1994, was a
magical day. It was graduation day.
It was time to display the messages
on the caps and walk away with a
Bachelors or Masters Degree. The
December graduation was held at
1:30 at the Norfolk Scope, with former
governor of Virginia Gerald L. Baliles
delivering the graduation speech.
During the commencement activi
ties, honorary degrees went to
Theodore F. Constant and Hermann
A. Grunder. Constant, a business

leader in Hampton Roads, estab
lished the Constant Dominion Schol
ars, an endowment for merit schol
arships, and others; Grunder, direc
tor of the Continuous Electron Beam
Accelerator Facility (CEBAF), was
internationally recognized in accel
erator in physics.
Five months later, approximately
2,000 students graduated from ODU.
The ceremony was held at Foreman
Field at 9 a.m. on Saturday, May 6,
1995. Gen. John J. Sheehan, U.S.
Marine Corps, Supreme Allied Com

mander Atlantic and commander-inchief if the U.S. Atlantic Command,
was the speaker.
An honorary degree of Doctor of
Science was awarded to W.R. (Pat)
Phillips, Jr., chairman and chief ex
ecutive officer of Newport News Ship
building.
—Amy Wood

Bolton
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Dance to your heart’s content in
Old Dominion University’s Dance pro
gram. They had an exciting year with
many electrifying performances.
To prepare the department offered
various courses and had tons of prac
tices. An example of courses offered
this year was Ballet Technique 1-6. In
each level students learn a higher
difficulty of classical ballet.
The department also offered differ
ent levels of modem dance and jazz.
Modem dance taught the students to
express themselves with abstract
movements and the jazz classes taught
a more fast-paced kind of dance.
“I recommend eveiyone to take a
dance course,” said senior Karla Grif
fin. “I took a ballet course and in the
beginning you get very sore, but if you
hang in there you end up with a veiy
toned body.”
Most dance students had the same
opinion of their highly respected pro
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gram.
“Yes it’s a lot of hard work, but I
wouldn’t trade it for anything else,”
said sophomore Tracy McArthur.
“My dance classes really help on those
hard-to-handle days when everything
is going wrong and you just need
Calgon to take you away.
“Dance classes are a really good
stress release,” she said. I’ve taken
dance classes for two years and I just
don’t know what I’d do without them.”
I’ve been dancing ever since I was
little and I enjoy having the opportu
nity to continue my favorite past
tim e ,” said freshm an Rebecca
Harrison.
Contrary to popular belief, guys
sign up for dance classes also, and
their responses are similar.
“I really don’t feed into the crazed
myth that male dancers are punks,
or however the goes,” said junior
Paul Taylor. “I do it because it’s

something I enjoy it and I’m sure if the
people who held the wrong impres
sion [of male dancers] stopped to see
what dance is really about, they’d
enjoy it too.”
Of course the most exciting experi
ence for these students is the oppor
tunity to perform. Throughout the
year the get the chance to perform
everything they’ve learned and worked
so hard to perfect.
The dance department is known for
their quality dancers. If you’ve never
seen the dance group in action you’ve
missed some invigorating perfor
mances.
All their hard work paid off in the
end. And if you’re looking for some
thing new check out the dance de
partment and get in shape!!!!
—Sarita Scott

David Bolton

Barre work is an essential
part of dance class. It is to
a dancer what pre-game
lay-up drills are to a bas
ketball player. Both are
important parts of the ac
tual whole, and they both
help to warm and stretch
the muscles before the real
strenous activity.
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